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Then Peter came and said to him, “Lord, if another 
member of the church sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus 
said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy
-seven times. —Matthew 18:21-22 NRSV 
 

D 
ear Beloved, 
 
By the time you are reading this, we will 

have already marked Rally Sunday, the kickoff to 
our program year.  We are embarking on a year of 
finally getting to spend time in one another’s com-
pany, even if it sometimes looks different than how 
we wish things were.  We are also embarking on a 
year of learning, figuring out what kinds of pro-
grams would be fun and/or spiritually meaningful 
for our congregation. 
 
Part of learning with and from each other is being 
willing to disagree, to be challenged, to sit with dis-
comfort.  Some of the most meaningful moments of 
my ministry have been conversations with people 
who didn’t like something I said—the way I phrased 
something in a sermon, or a concept I mentioned in 
a Sunday school class, or something I said in wor-
ship that rubbed them the wrong way.  It can be 
difficult to bring these kinds of concerns to a leader.  
The conversations always make me nervous, too, 
because I never want anyone to feel upset, offended, 
unheard, unseen.  However, there has never been a 
time when an open-hearted conversation didn’t help 
the other person and me learn something new; I 
always come away from those conversations with 
deeper love, respect, and gratitude for the person 
who is willing to risk relationship in vulnerable and 
honest ways.  When we push through the hard con-
versations, when we approach one another with love 
and curiosity, Spirit moves and amazing things hap-

pen.  People have pulled me aside after worship, or 
called me during the week, or invited me to meet for 
coffee or a meal, depending on how much of a con-
versation the situation requires.   
 
I want you all to know that I always want to hear 
from you, even if (especially if) we need to have a 
conversation that is difficult.  And I hope we will do 
that with one another as well, with our friends and 
with our church family, so that we can learn more 
and do better by one another. 
 
Love,  
 

Courtney 
 

Rally Sunday 2021 
 

O 
ur children are now prepared for a new Sun-
day school year after our 3rd and 4th graders 
received their Bibles on August 29. This 

year, we also presented our younger children with a 
story Bible.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To ease us back into in-person Sunday school, our 
children will meet once a month for the first two 
months, with a story time, lunch, and craft or mis-
sion activity. The sessions will take place on Sep-
tember 12 and October 24. Please contact the CE 
ministry at:  
 

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com  
 

...for more information.  
 
Sunday School for adults will continue virtually for 
the short term. More information will be available 
in the weekly tidings. 
 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 

Rev. Courtney Jones 
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"All too often our so-called strength comes from fear 
not love; instead of having a strong back, many of us 
have a defended front shielding a weak spine. In other 
words, we walk around brittle and defensive, trying to 
conceal our lack of confidence. If we strengthen our 
backs, metaphorically speaking, and develop a spine 
that's flexible but sturdy, then we can risk having a front 
that's soft and open, representing choiceless compas-
sion. The place in your body where these two meet - 
strong back and soft front - is the brave, tender ground 
in which to root our caring deeply. 
 
How can we give and accept care with strong-back, soft 
front compassion, moving past fear into a place of gen-
uine tenderness? I believe it comes about when we can 
be truly transparent, seeing the world clearly - and let-
ting the world see into us."  
 
Joan Halifax in Being with Dying: Cultivating Compassion 
and Fearlessness in the Presence of Death. 

 
 
 

W 
e are in a time and place where strength and 
compassion are needed.  Strength to make 
hard choices to protect ourselves and others 

while continuing to connect in a compassionate manner.  
I find myself feeling less friendly in public when I am 
wearing a mask.  I think this is because the mask re-
minds me that I am afraid of this invisible virus that is 
causing so much harm to humankind across the globe.  
Sometimes I look at others with suspicion wondering 
who might be harboring the virus. 
 
However, I can find strength in the community of Pil-
grimage. At Pilgrimage I am grateful that I feel strong 
and safe.  I can forget that I am wearing a mask and that 
others are also wearing masks letting me connect with 
others with caring and compassion.   
 
The Council and the COVID Task Force will continue 
to monitor the COVID numbers.  The numbers are ris-
ing right now and the lines are very long at the testing 
sites.   When we felt safe enough to make masks option-

al the positivity rate was 1%.  As of August 18, it is at 
12.5%.  Once the positivity rate drops below 5% we 
will again make masks optional.  I will praise God when 
that day comes and I will send out a joyful announce-
ment.  
 

  

We Have A Music Director  

& Accompanist! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
t is a great joy to introduce you to Matthew Raisky, 
our new Music Director/Accompanist!  With many 
thanks to our Search Committee: Diane Reese and 

Monty Wyne (co-chairs), Ugena Whitlock, Pat Kask, 
and until he had to bow out for health reasons, Stu Gil-
lespie.   
  
Matthew will begin September 1, and we are in the ear-
ly stages of getting him up and running.  Part of the 
reason Matthew is serving as Accompanist in addition 
to Music Director is because of the uncertainty of com-
ing back from pandemic; we don't know how quickly 
we can get back to full choir, etc.  The Search Commit-
tee and Rev. Courtney have confidence that Matthew 
will be a great leader for this time.  There will be oppor-
tunities to meet Matthew and learn more about him, but 
for now he has a message for PUCC: 
  
"Hello Pilgrimage UCC! My name is Matthew Raisky 
and I am a pianist and educator in Atlanta. I am origi-
nally from Detroit, Michigan, and received my Bachelor 
of Arts in Piano Performance from Bowling Green State 
University. In fall of 2020, I sat and passed the Col-
league Exam with the American Guild of Organists. I 
spend much of my week teaching, with about 20 private 
piano students, and have been an active pastoral musi-
cian since 2015. I am excited to have the opportunity to 
serve at Pilgrimage as a music director - as a member 
of the LGBT community I both recognize and treasure 
the importance of an open and affirming congregation, 
and am looking forward to embracing the spirit of God 
in that environment. I aim to foster an inviting choir, 
and involve as much community music as possible." 
  
Let us join together in celebrating and welcoming Mat-
thew to our congregation! 
  

CONGREGATION  PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com  

mailto:pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com
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R 
ev. Courtney Jones has been leading us at in 
person and hybrid services every Sunday morn-
ing and always has some very inspiring messag-

es to help make the scriptures a little more relevant to 
all of us. Her positive leadership and affirming commu-
nication to everyone is so comforting. We are looking 
forward to the installation service for Courtney on Sat-
urday, September 11th at 2:00 p.m. 

Many thanks to Rev. Heather Fosburgh who serves as 
the Associate Conference Minister of the Southeastern 
Conference of the United Church of Christ for leading 
us in worship on Sunday, August 22nd while Rev. Court-
ney was off for a week. 

We appreciate and thank onsite tech support folks who 
are expertly managing the hybrid 10:00 worship ser-
vices. They are Jeff Durkee, Monica Helms, Auggie 
Jones, Dick Mehlan, Ric Reitz, Chris Shiver and Dar-
lene Wagner. Thank you to Helene O’Neill who filled 
in to help as well. Many thanks to all of these dedicated 
folks. 

Thank you to our scripture readers for the month of Au-
gust. On Sunday, August 1st, the scripture readers were 
Anne Mooney at 8:30 and Jaime Fulsang at the 10:00 
service. Diane Reese read scripture at 8:30 and Becky 
Nelson read scripture at 10:00 on Sunday, August 8th. 
On August 15th, the scripture readers were Syd Bowcott 
at 8:30 and Janet Derby at 10:00. Amy and Morgan 
Jones read scripture at 8:30 and Monty Wyne read 
scripture at the 10:00 service on Sunday, August 22nd.  
And, on Sunday August 29th, the scripture readers were 
Anne Mooney at 8:30 and Darlene Wagner at the 10:00 
service. We are grateful for the help of these volunteers. 

If anyone is interested in being a scripture reader on a 
rotation schedule or just at times and dates you prefer, 
please email the worship committee at:  

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

We are all joyfully looking forward to September 1st 
when our new Music Director/Accompanist will be-
come part of the staff at PUCC. We will formally wel-
come Matthew (Matt) Raisky when he will begin 
providing music for our services on Sunday, September 
5th! 

Thank you to Victoria Owens for the 8:30 service piano 
music and several 10:00 services as well. Her musical 
gifts and choices of hymns for various parts of the ser-
vice were so refreshing. Diane Reese has played piano 
in person for several hybrid in person services at 10:00 
for which we are very appreciative. 

Many thanks to Matthew Gula and Jackson Nichols for 
volunteering to acolyte at 10:00 services.  Cody 
Buenger has also helped to acolyte in addition to Bella 
Nichols. Jackson Nichols has been very helpful in 
counting congregants during some of the 10:00 worship 
services. Thanks to Jackson and to Cody who have 
helped with this, too.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 
e are looking forward to the installation ser-
vice for Rev. Courtney on Satur-
day, September 11th at 2:00 p.m.  This is the 

religious service where we finally close the loop after 
YEARS of work, and we will formally establish Rev. 
Courtney Jones as OUR Settled Senior Minister! 
 
We'll be visited by the South East Conference ministers, 
many of the clergy in our area, and some of Rev. Court-
ney's friends and family.  
 
After the service, Parish Life will host a small reception 
- if you'd like to help out, email Katie Simmons, Parish 
Life Chair, at:   katie@letscelebrateevents.com 
 
If you've never been to an installation before, here's a 
great blog post about what to expect:   
 

https://www.ucc.org/into_the_mystic_installation/ 
 
Thank you to everyone who filled the pulpit while we 
were in discernment: Krista Forbes, Heather Fosburg, 
Trish Greeves, Matthew Alexander, Rochelle Lofstrand, 
Char Burch, Pamela Cook, Haley Lerner, Tim Downs, 
Tom Query, Kimble Sorrells, Valerie Coe Lowder, Les-
ley Brogan, Becky Nelson and Ugena Whitlock.   
 
Thank you to the search committee who worked so hard 
on our call and then the interviewing process: Trudy 
Stoddert, Amy Jones, Greg Kask, Susan Volentine, Julia 
Shiver, June Adams, Ugena Whitlock, Steve Owens, 
Clay Roth, Dick Mehlan, and Geoff Heilhecker. 
 
Thank you to Trish Greeves who led the litany of join-
ing when Rev. Courtney and Auggie Jones became  
members of our congregation.  Always, thank you 
Lynne Buell, who held it all together while we were in 
this process for so long. 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com
mailto:katie@letscelebrateevents.com
https://www.ucc.org/into_the_mystic_installation/
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
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“Kindness is one of the greatest gifts you can bestow 
upon another. If someone is in need, lend them a help-
ing hand. Do not wait for a thank you. True kindness 
lies within the act of giving without the expectation of 
something in return.” —Katharine Hepburn 

  

We are a blessed community in that we have many 

members who are willing to help those in need.   
  
Deacons are a key ministry that help our community in 
many ways:  
  

 Assisting individual members 

 Serving Communion 

 Taking down joys and concerns 

 Hosting Trivia Night 

 Organizing World Communion Sunday 
  
….and more.   
  
If you want to be involved that way, then you are dea-
con material.    
  
Maybe you would like to just do one or two of those 
things. You might be perfect as a ‘deacon helper.’  For 
example, you could take down joys and concerns one 
Sunday, offer a ride, provide a meal, or help with com-
munion.  
  
If this is something that you would like to do, you can 
reach out to me or Stephen Williams at: 
  
pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com. 
  
With much gratitude, 
  

Juliann Heilhecker  
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern 
By Hugh Lowrey 

 

W 
e all want the world to stop generating elec-
tric power by burning fossil fuels that cause 
global warming, but we also know the availa-

ble replacements are flawed –the wind may not blow, or 
the sun may not shine, when we need power, and the list 
of flaws in nuclear power won’t fit on the page.  Ice-
land, however, doesn’t have our problem.  Not far be-
low the surface is intensely hot molten volcanic rock, 
and its capacity to make steam, if you pump water down 
to it, is limitless.  So it’s “drill, baby, drill!” 
 
The amazing good news is that, while it is very much 
easier in Iceland, a similar thing can be done – is being 
done - virtually anywhere on any continent.  At suffi-
cient depth, the temperature of the rock is several hun-
dred degrees, and if you pump water down there, it will 
be superheated when it comes back up.  This means that 
as soon as it is depressurized, it will flash into steam 
that will turn turbines for electric power.    Most of us 
knew about heat down in the earth, but I thought the 
heat was too far down to be useful.  Turns out that’s not 
true! 
 
I don’t know the potential cost of power when generated 
this way, but it’s clearly not competitive yet.  The depth 
required is three to four miles, mostly drilling through 
hard rock.   Nevertheless, wells like this are being 
drilled and used every day, mostly for mining purposes.  
  
It’s all so new – a fledgling industry – that future costs 
are anybody’s guess.  Specialized equipment and tech-
niques must be developed, for economy.  But once a 
well is drilled and paid for, near-free steam for power 
generation is available at that spot for a long, long time.  
Electric power from this source is pie in the sky, but it 
surely is a delicious looking pie. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEACONS 
By Juliann Heilhecker & Stephen Williams  

Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
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W 
hy do I get involved with Pilgrimage? 
Church and spirituality has always been im-
portant to me. Even as a Buddhist, I believed 

in a greater power. Now, as a Christian, I believe that 
Jesus was sent into our world to save us all. For me 
Pilgrimage affords me a lot of support that contributes 
to my well-being. 
 
Shared Reality: We have a shared belief in God, Jesus 
and the Holy Spirit. It gives us meaning beyond our 
individual identities and experiences and contributes to 
a shared experience that we call church. 
 
Effectiveness: Through our congregation and wider 
United Church of Christ, we are part of a collective 
body that has the power through actions and advocacy 
to move us closer to justice a little more effectively 
than our own individual efforts. 
 
Challenge: Church challenges me to think how I can 
live my life more aligned to the ways God intends for 
me.  
 
Love: I am part of a community that I can love. 
 
As I wrote in last month's newsletter, we will kick-off 
our Commitment Campaign on Sunday, September 19. 
It will culminate with Commitment Sunday, October 
24. During this time you'll hear from members of the 
congregation on what Pilgrimage and the UCC means 
to them. It is my hope that God's love will be revealed 
in the many messages you will hear in the weeks ahead 
and that you will respond with love and generosity to-
wards our church and our faith community. If you 
would like to share something from your personal faith 
journey, please contact me via text or email. 
 
Gratefully submitted, 
 
Duke Yaguchi, Co-chair Stewardship  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

September Celebrations 
   

BIRTHDAYS  

 

09/02 Riley Maulden 

09/06 Morgan Jones 

09/08 Ric Reitz 

09/09 Kimberly Ortiz 

09/12 Noah Ortiz 

09/14 Dawn Martin 

09/15 Janet Derby 

09/16 Tony Mills 

09/16 Victoria Owens 

09/17 Ugena Whitlock 

09/18 Bob Howard 

09/18 Isaac Martin 

09/22 Gary Dorsey 

09/23 Courtney Jones 

09/23 Jessica Ward 

09/24 Sam Heilhecker 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

09/04 Jaime & Jason Fulsang 

09/11 Paula & Andy Roberts 

09/18 Trudy & Donald Stoddert 

09/19 Angela Gula & Michelle Kozak 
 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne know at: 

office@pilgrimageucc.org 

STEWARDSHIP 

Anne Mooney, Duke Yaguchi, Co-Chairs  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org
mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted


 

  

 

                               STAFF 
   

Pastor              Rev. Courtney Jones 
Music Director    Matthew Raisky 
Administrative Assistant Lynne Buell 

The Month in Sundays 
 
 
Sept.  5 Worship  
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m.   
  Communion 
         
Sept. 12 Worship 
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
         
Sept. 19 Stewardship Campaign Kickoff  
  Worship 
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
   
Sept. 26 Worship 
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
  PFLAG Meeting (1:00 p.m.) 
 
 
  

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer: pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

Stewardship pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club via Zoom (Fran Howard) ………… .....  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Susan Volentine, Pres.) ........  Second Thurs. of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Sandwich Club Support (Trish Greeves) ..............  Quarterly Meetings—3:00 p.m. Saturday 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group (Trish Greeves) .............  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  .......................................................................  4th Sunday of the month—1:00 p.m. https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days and times. If your group should be 

added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 

 

https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org

