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D 
ear Beloved, 
 
The summer has flown, and here we are 

facing the beginning of another school year.  Wow!  
On Sunday, August 29, we will hold our Rally Sun-
day, a day to celebrate the beginning of the program 
year at PUCC.  We will kick-off our children’s Sun-
day school among other programming options for 
the year ahead.  If you have thoughts about pro-
grams you’d like to see in the coming year, please 
let me know!  Church is for the people, and we want 
our programs to serve the needs of our congrega-
tion. 
 
Thank you to everyone who submitted stories for 
Story Summer—it’s been a gift and a challenge to 
encounter Scripture in new ways.  I hope it’s been 
meaningful for you as well; if you have feedback 
about how this series has been, or what you’d like to 
see in the future, please don’t hesitate to contact the 
worship chairs or me.  God’s story continues to un-
fold, and there are many details of what we’ve en-
dured in the past few years that will fade over time.  
That is good and necessary.  What I hope is that we 
also see the benefit in telling the story of how we 
struggled and overcame, with God’s help.  That 
together, we can do hard things.  That God calls us 
to care for one another body and soul, and we’ve 
answered that call. 
 
Even as we look toward a year of hope and promise, 
there are many unknowns.  The pandemic is still 
going strong, unfortunately, particularly among the 

unvaccinated.  If you haven’t received a vaccine, I 
encourage you to consider it; new variants are 
evolving all the time, and the vaccine is more relia-
ble at preventing serious infection than any treat-
ments are at curing those serious infections.  The 
Covid Task Force, along with Susan and me, is 
tracking trends and gathering wisdom and best prac-
tices from healthcare experts and the Southeast Con-
ference of the UCC.  Recently, the CDC reversed 
course and is encouraging vaccinated folks to mask 
as well as unvaccinated folks; if you have thoughts 
or opinions, Susan and I would be glad to take those 
thoughts and opinions to the Task Force and the 
Council.  The best news is that even during this 
surge, though we might have to make some safety 
tweaks for worship, we can continue to worship 
together indoors, including singing, with a high de-
gree of safety—something which would not have 
been possible even six months ago.   
 
Stay safe and well, beloved, and we hope to see you 
at church sometime soon! 
 
Love, 
Courtney 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rally Sunday 2021 

M 
ark your calendar for the return of Sunday 
School!  We will be back on Sunday, Au-
gust 29 with a special kick-off time. Stay 

tuned for more information.  
 

We are always looking for more willing teachers. 
Please consider helping with this vital ministry for 
our children, youth, and adults.  
 

Contact pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com to volunteer 
or with any questions.  
 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 

Rev. Courtney Jones 

pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 
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W 
e recently had the installation of the church 
officers and council members for the church 
year that runs from July 2021 through June 

2022.  It was very meaningful for me to stand with the 
council at the front of the church before our congrega-
tion as we verified our vows to each other. The council 
members promised to exercise our church ministries 
diligently and faithfully, showing forth the love of 
Christ.  In return, the congregation promised to be part-
ners with the council as we serve Jesus Christ.  
  
We closed with this prayer: 
   
Eternal God, you have called these people to serve you 
in this household of faith and in the world, which you 
have entrusted to our care and keeping.  Send your Holy 
Spirit on them that they may serve among us with honor 
and faithfulness.  Help them to be diligent in their duties 
that our church may prosper in the mission you place 
before it.  May their example prove worthy for all of us 
to follow, as we are united in Christ’s ministry, to the 
glory of your name.  Amen.  
  
I will keep the words of this prayer with me as I serve 
you all throughout this next year. 
  
I am hoping this next year will bring us much joy as we 
make decisions about improving our hybrid service and 
bringing music back into the church.  I look forward to 
working with the officers and the council in fulfilling 
our mission statement which is as follows: 
 
We seek to grow in worship, service, and learning as a 
faithful people of God, bringing hope, comfort, and 
friendship to all, welcoming everyone in Christ. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R 
ev. Courtney Jones has been leading us now at 
in person and hybrid services every Sunday 
morning and always has some important and 

moving messages during this Bible story summer. We 
are grateful for her consistent positive leadership and 
communication while experiencing our new normal at 
being back in person at Pilgrimage UCC. 

We appreciate and thank onsite tech support folks who 
have helped with livestream and now are expertly man-
aging the hybrid 10:00 worship services. They are Jeff 
Durkee, Angela Gula, Monica Helms, Auggie Jones, 
Dick Mehlan, Ric Reitz, Chris Shiver and Darlene Wag-
ner 

Thank you to the following scripture readers for the 
month of July:   July 4—Anne Mooney (8:30, Diane 
Reese (10:00); July 11—Michelle Brumfield (8:30), 
Juliann Heilhecker (10:00); July 18—Sharon Getty 
(8:30), Duke Yaguchi (10:00); July 25—Anne Mooney 
(8:30), VBS children (10:00). 

If anyone is interested in reading scripture during either 
service on a rotation schedule or just at times and dates 
you prefer, please email the worship committee at: 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

 

Thank you to Victoria Owens for the 8:30 service piano 
music which she has played beautifully for many weeks. 
Diane Reese has our accompanist in person for several 
hybrid and in-person services at 10:00. 

Thank you to Matthew Gula and Jackson Nichols for 
volunteering to acolyte several times during the months 
of June and July. Many thanks, also, to Jackson for 
helping the adults count the folks present in the congre-
gation with very accurate updates. 

The search for a Part Time Music Director/Accompanist 
is active and continues with persistence. We hope to 

have more news about this position in the near future. 

 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATION  PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com  

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
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VBS 2021 

 

W 
e were thrilled to be back in person this year 
for VBS where we learned about Jesus, our 
shepherd. We had a total of 12 children par-

ticipate through the week.  They were able to create 
some wonderful crafts and snacks. In addition, they put 
together backpacks and socks of love, collected food for 
MUST, created a wall decoration for the nursery, and a 
new stole for Reverend Courtney.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.  2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. 
 

Our sponsors this year were Karen & Neil Clark, Jeff & 
Jamie Durkee, Carol Hill, Rita & Richard Mehlan, Car-
ol Reed & Dan McMahill, Anne Mooney, and Diane 
Reese.  
 
Additional thanks go to Morgan Jones and her grandma 
for putting together the stole for Reverend Courtney, 
and to Lynne Buell for organizing our snacks.  The 
snack wizards this year were:  Sunny Alexander (who 
also supported our volunteers with a Starbucks run), 
Fran Howard, Lily Appleton, and Susan Volentine.   
 
I hope I have not missed anyone – Pilgrimage is truly a 
generous and supportive congregation.  We could not do 
Vacation Bible School without you.  

5. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. 
 
 
1. & 2. Missions Project:  Packing backpacks with school 
supplies. 
3.  Stuffing Socks of Love with toiletries for the homeless. 
4.  Ms Janet made the children sheep cut-out cookies as part 
of their snack.. 
5.  VBS Volunteers: Trish Greeves, Juliann Heilhecker, Lynne 
Buell, Rita Mehlan, Michelle Kozak, Janet Derber (our lead-
er), Morgan Jones, Joyce Baker, Rev. Courtney Jones. 
6:  Our Beloved VBS Children. 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

4. 

mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
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PILGRIMAGE UCC UPGRADE 
 
 

H 
ello, everyone! I’m writing to inform you of 
some potential upgrades to our sanctuary re-
garding our Audio/Visual (A/V) equipment. 

 
To get to the point, our system is quite old.  Micro-
phones and elements like the pre-amplifier, amplifier 
and mixing board are several generations behind current 
technology, and we need to rewire what we have to 
eliminate other quirks within the system that I’m certain 
you’ve all heard. 
 
As we have discovered over the pandemic, we're lean-
ing more heavily on our ability to deliver services sim-
ultaneously live and online. Therefore, we are long 
overdue for the appropriate upgrades to make that best 
happen. The projected upgrade would include three, 
new, remote-controlled cameras for streaming, two tele-
vision screens and an operational laptop computer. 
These extended capabilities will also allow Rev. Court-
ney, plus guest pastors and speakers, the contemporary 
options they’ll need to support virtually any type of 
sermon or program. 
 
The church council has already met to review several 
options and have approved the most budget-conscious 
estimate of $15,000.00. Depending on the level of con-
gregant capital support, we may or may not need to 
draw from a current surplus in our budget, but certainly 
not the full fund. 
 
I will more fully present the merits of the upgrade, with 
Q&A, on Sunday, August 8, after the 10 a.m. service. 
 
Best, 
 

Ric Reitz 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern 
By Hugh Lowrey 

 
 

W 
e have heard awful reports of heat waves re-
lated to climate change in our western states, 
with the worst of it in cities.  As is well 

known, cities form “heat islands” because they contain 
concentrations of heat-absorbing surfaces such as streets 
and parking lots, roofs and buildings.  Locations in cit-
ies tend to be several degrees hotter than places in the 
surrounding countryside, but trees can help.  Tree leaves 
have evolved to intercept sunlight, and the heat required 
to evaporate water from them departs with the water, 
cooling the neighborhood.  But moderating the “heat 
island” effect in a city takes lots of trees intelligently 
chosen and planted – 40% coverage, according to some 
research. 
 
Enter Dr. Miyawaki Akira, a Japanese botanist who has 
spent his career developing the most effective way to 
plant urban trees.  A “Miyawaki forest” is miniature 
compared to wild forests and is composed of about 100 
well-chosen species of trees, shrubs, vines, grass and 
other ground cover.  Often, more fruit trees are planted 
than would  be expected in a natural setting.  All tree 
and other species are native to nearby woodland.  The 
area covered can vary from one back yard to a few 
acres, but the process is too labor-intensive for large 
areas.  To begin, one chooses species, fertilizes with 
something cheap such as chicken manure, and plants the 
selected vegetation.   
 
The plants and trees in a natural forest have evolved 
numerous ways of helping and protecting each other.  
Consequently, growth will be about 15% faster than that 
of a single tree, and “forests” will thrive in even the 
most derelict areas. 
 
The earliest such “forests” are in Japan, but the practice 
has spread worldwide.  India is especially keen on them, 
with over 200,000 trees located in Miyawaki forests in 
Mumbai.  I found no information on existing mini-
forests in the United States, but there seems to be plenty 
of evidence of their usefulness.  
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W 
hen Anne Mooney asked me to join her as co
-chair of Stewardship, I thought "Why not"? 
After accepting, we met and decided to split 

the responsibilities. I would lead the Commitment 
Campaign activities and Anne would lead the Council 
Nominating Sub-committee work. We would support 
each other as needed. 
 

But now that I am writing to you, the better question is, 
"Why?" Why do we give? 
 

As Pastor Courtney expresses each Sunday service, we 
all have different reasons for giving. We all have differ-
ent ways of giving. For me, it comes down to our 
theme, “Rooted in Love.” Giving and my interest in the 
Stewardship Committee is rooted in my love for God, 
Jesus, and the Holy Spirit which breathes within each 
of us. 
 

We will kick-off our Commitment Campaign on Sun-
day, September 19. It will culminate with Commitment 
Sunday, October 24. During that time you'll hear from 
members of the congregation on what Pilgrimage and 
the UCC means to them. I am seeking congregants who 
are willing to share their perspectives via newsletter 
articles, bulletin inserts, Facebook posts as well as testi-
monials during one of the Sunday services. If you 
would like to participate in this year's campaign in one 
of these ways or if you would like to join Anne and I 
on the ad-hoc Commitment subcommittee, please con-
tact me via text or email. 
 
Gratefully submitted, 
 

Duke Yaguchi, co-chair Stewardship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O 
n Tuesday, August 31, we will serve the 
guests of MUST Ministries a nutritious 
lunch. We will need 3 -5 volunteers to help 

cook and serve starting about 10:15 a.m. 
 
Cash donations will be needed to buy chicken and 
side items since we can't pick chicken up at 
church.  Donations can be sent to the church by check, 
or you can make your payment through PayPal or 
Zelle.   
 
If you would like to help cook and/or serve, please con-
tact Dick and Rita Mehlan at: 
  

re_mehlan@bellsouth.net or rmehlan@bellsouth.net  

 

 

 

August Celebrations 
   

BIRTHDAYS  

 

08/03 Julia Shiver 

08/14 Jennifer Brumfield 

08/14 Auggie Jones 

08/15 Eden White 

08/23 Contance Blair 

08/24 Bruce Brumfield 

08/25 Jane McHenry 

 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

08/14 Bill & Kathleen McNulty 

08/20 Amy & Wade Jones 

08/30 Steve & Victoria Owens 
 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne know at: 

office@pilgrimageucc.org 

  

STEWARDSHIP 

Anne Mooney, Duke Yaguchi, Co-Chairs  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

mailto:re_mehlan@bellsouth.net
mailto:rmehlan@bellsouth.net
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org
mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted


 

  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor      Rev. Courtney Jones 
Administrative Assistant          Lynne Buell 

The Month in Sundays 
 
 
August  1 In-Person Worship  
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m.   
  Communion 
         
August  8 In-Person Worship 
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
         
August 15 In-Person Worship 
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
   
August 22 In-Person Worship 
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 
  PFLAG Meeting (1:00 p.m.) 
 
August 29 Rally Sunday!  
  In-Person Worship 
  8:30 & 10:00 a.m. 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer: pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

Stewardship pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club via Zoom (Fran Howard) ………… .....  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Susan Volentine, Pres.) ........  Second Thurs. of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Sandwich Club Support (Trish Greeves) ..............  Quarterly Meetings—3:00 p.m. Saturday 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group (Trish Greeves) .............  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  .......................................................................  4th Sunday of the month—1:00 p.m. https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days and times. If your group should be 

added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 

 

https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org

