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D 
ear Beloved, 
 
It’s Advent, and it’s December:  that magi-

cal time of year when the chaotic energy of prepar-
ing for secular celebrations meets the quiet, simple 
preparation we make to meet the newborn Christ 
child all over again.  And I am here for all of it.  I 
love slapstick and saccharine holiday movies, the 
romantic twinkling lights, the exciting expectation 
that Santa will magically appear (and don’t worry—
Dr. Fauci has told us that Santa has innate immuni-
ty, so worried kiddos can rest assured, he’s on the 
way!).  And I love the stillness, the early twilight, 
the shroud of ancient holy mystery that is Advent: 
we wait for what we know has already happened 
and might even happen again—the Word in human 
flesh, Emmanuel, God with us, slipping silently into 
the world and upending everything.   
 
Part of the age-old sacred story is telling the capital-
T-Truth of God’s Love.  The Truth is not as simple 
as raw facts; two people can experience the same 
event from different perspectives, and both of their 
stories are true, even if they are at odds with one 
another.  Truth is not as objective as we’d like it to 
be.  And.  One of the things that is true is that this 
Advent, this Christmas, is not like any holiday sea-
son any of us can remember.  Each year is different, 
but this year is different.  Like our ancestors in the 
faith have done before us, even in the midst of the 
harshest realities imaginable, we are offered the 
opportunity to make meaning, to find the hope, 
peace, love, and joy of Christ in the midst of a hurt-
ing world. 
 

For some of us, everything has changed; we can 
hardly leave our homes because of high-risk mem-
bers of our households.  We’ve lost people we love.  
Our professional lives are fundamentally altered.  
Our mental health is suffering in order to protect 
our physical health. For others of us, almost nothing 
has changed; not gathering for worship or other 
events is the only thing that’s really different, which 
makes the loss of typical church functions even 
more difficult.  If you find yourself despairing, 
that’s understandable.  If you’re willing to say so, 
so much the better.  What the world needs is our 
full-throated honesty from our open, tender hearts.  
It’s how we care for each other body and soul, and 
it’s how we see the Divine. If you’re finding the 
bright side, that’s wonderful.  Tell your truth, too.  
Somewhere in the midst of all the good, bad, and 
ugly of 2020, is the full picture, the Truth.   
 
With all this complexity in mind, I’m asking us all 
to embrace an Honest Advent, and my sermon 
theme (I use the term loosely!) is “The Unexpected 
Gifts of an Honest Advent.”  My goal is to tell the 
Truth, that God’s Love has come into the world 
before and comes to us again and again when we 
least expect it.  The message of Christmas sits at the 
intersection of upbeat holiday ditties and somber, 
expectant silence.  The Light of the World emerges 
in the longest nights, and nothing can extinguish it. 
 
My prayer for you, dear beloved and beleaguered 
congregation, is that the wonder and mystery of 
Advent will be known to you in new and transform-
ative ways this year—that in some strange serendip-
ity, this season will show forth God’s Love and 
Light in all its glorious splendor.   
 
As always, if you ever need anything, please don’t 
hesitate to reach out, to attend a community office 
hour, to let me know how I can accompany you. 
 
Love, 
 
Courtney 
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“Out of the Darkness, Into the Light: The Time before 
Christmas is the Time of Light and mutual Love.’”  
-Sir Kristian Goldmund Aumann, 24 Days Until 
Christmas: 24 Christmas Poems 
 
 

M 
y favorite holidays are Thanksgiving and 
Christmas.  I love the spirit of giving and gen-
erosity that fills the air.  Sharing meals, or 

tasty treats, picking the right gift for the right person 
and sending cards to friends near and far, are all ways 
that I connect with those I love.  Sometimes, I can get a 
little caught up in the “to do’s” and forget to focus on 
the spirit.  When I feel myself getting off track, I re-
mind myself that what matters is showing people that I 
care about them. 
 
As we enter the season of Advent, I am looking forward 
to experiencing the joy and wonder of the holidays.  
Listening to holiday music, seeing the lights at the Bo-
tanical Gardens, drinking hot beverages while watching 
movies as a family, all brings the spirit of the season 
home to me.  As a family, we also look for ways to give 
back to the community.  Through donating food to 
MUST or other organizations or “angel” trees to help 
those in need have a happy Christmas, we remember 
that giving to others fills us with joy and brings mean-
ing to the season.   
 
Pilgrimage is working on ways to give to our communi-
ty this holiday season.  Look for more updates on that 
topic in coming weeks.  As we continue through Ad-
vent, into 2021, help us keep that spirit of giving alive.  
Bring your suggestions on causes that matter to you to 
our Missions team.  If you see a need in our community 
and you aren’t sure who to approach about it, please 
reach out to me and we’ll talk through options.  Help us 
continue to spread the light throughout the year ahead. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Grief is not something that you complete  
but rather you endure 

Grief is not a task to finish and move on  
but an element of yourself—an alteration of your being 

A new way of seeing, a new definition of self 
--Gwen Flowers 

 

M 
any of us are grieving during this time of pan-
demic.  Some of us have experienced enor-
mous grief with the loss of loved ones due to 

the pandemic or due to other causes.  We have also 
grieved due to having loved ones in the hospital and 
being unable to visit them.  We are missing seeing 
loved ones due to our desire to keep each other safe.  
We are grieving the loss of what is normal.   
 
I have so many mixed feelings during this time that my 
head can spin with the change from happiness and 
peace to stress and sadness.  I am grateful for the three 
outdoor services we recently had.  I enjoyed seeing 
those in attendance and being together in person as a 
community. Now I am sad that the case numbers are 
high and it is no longer safe to meet in person.  The 
unknown can lead to stress.  When will the numbers 
come down so we can meet again?  Will it be a week or 
will it be much longer?   
 
I am happy I will continue to see some of you in coffee 
hour, breathing room, and in church meetings.  
 
The wise words above from Gwen Flowers can help us 
know that our grief can transform us with God’s help to 
a new place where we can find peace knowing that God 
loves us.   
 

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

CONGREGATION VICE PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com  
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CHRISTMAS EVE PAGEANT   

 

A 
s with everything else this year, the PUCC 
Christmas Eve service will need to be different; 
but we want to make it as meaningful as possi-

ble for both our children and youth and those who at-
tend the virtual worship service. Our children and youth 
will be putting together an abbreviated pageant remote-
ly with some songs that they have done before. Anyone 
who would like to take part in this should contact Janet 
Derby at: 

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

B 
eginning Sunday, November 29th, the adult 

Sunday school class will do four weeks of an 
Advent study facilitated by Reverend Courtney. 

The title of the book we will use is "Light of the World" 

by Amy-Jill Levine, New Testament professor at Van-
derbilt University. She brings to us a Jewish perspective 

and deep scholarship. A link to the class will be sent 
each week to participants. If you are interested in join-

ing, please contact Victoria Owens or the Christian Ed-
ucation ministry area at:  

pilgrimageuccCE@gmail.com 

 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern 

By Hugh Lowrey 

 

T 
he election opened a profoundly discouraging 
prospect, showing a major slice of our popula-
tion to be consumed with fear that white people 

are losing control of the country to a mixed-race major-
ity.  Typically, this white group shows little concern 
about our climate.   
 
Also confirmed by the election was that many of our 
legislators cater to these white voters because – appar-
ently - they are frightened of losing their political ca-
reers if they do otherwise.  So it’s all about fear.  This 
situation is expected to exert less political pressure as 
time goes by, over a couple of decades, because young-
er people fear the “other” less than their elders.  
 
But we have no time to wait.  Named storm number 29 
is drowning the Keys, as I write, with its successor be-
hind it.  All because of the warming of the oceans.  
Wildfires rage unchecked on the West Coast and in the 
Rockies, with the lengthy droughts that dry out the for-
ests believed to arise because our changing climate en-
courages extended stays by El Nino.  And this is just 
the appetizer in the repast being prepared for us by our 
climate.  If we can’t take action, we’ll be inviting the 
main course, and we really don’t want that. 
 
Fortunately, we’re not alone and it’s not all on our 
shoulders.  Our denomination’s leaders “call upon the 
members of our shared household to center on the heal-
ing power of God’s redeeming love.” 
 

 

 

 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 
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R 
ev. Courtney Jones continues to be very engag-
ing with so many of us through the many oppor-
tunities she has created to communicate with us 

during the pandemic.  It is such a joy to have her lead-
ing us at Pilgrimage United Church of Christ. Her Sun-
day morning livestream messages are meaningful and  
connects us to the world around us. We also thank Aug-
gie Jones for the many ways they support Rev. Court-
ney with always being there and helping with the onsite 
tech needs. 
 
The Sunday outdoor services on November 1, 8 and 15 
at 4:00 p.m. were well received, but the services beyond 
these dates have been cancelled due to Public Health 
department numbers becoming too high causing more 
restrictions. 
 
Coming up for Advent and Christmas, we will continue 
to have the 10:00 Live-stream Service every Sunday 
morning. 
 
We thank the wonderful volunteer live-stream scripture 
readers for each Sunday. Those readers included Jeff 
Durkee and Becky Nelson on November 1st, Dick 
Mehlan and Duke Yaguchi on November 8th, and on 
November 15th, Carol Reed, Dan McMahill and Noah 
Reed were presenters of the scripture lessons. Cathe 
Simonson and Laurie Spencer read virtual scripture on 
November 22nd  and Issac Martin led us in scripture 
readings on November 29th. 
 
Many thanks for the music and artwork which have 
added to our Live-Stream Services. The music selec-
tions were contributed by Bill Dischinger, Juliann Heil-
hecker, Victoria Owens, and Diane Reese. Thank you to 
Juliann Heilhecker, Auggie Jones, Sarah Holliday, Noel 
Reitz, Steve Owens and Duke Yaguchi for the artwork 
that they submitted..  We welcome folk to submit music 
and art to the worship email at:  
 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 
 
Angela Gula, Sarah Holliday and Steve Owens are do-
ing a tremendous job by leading us with amazing tech 
support and more with our 10:00 Live-Stream services 

every Sunday morning. 
 
The Worship committee co-chairs have been meeting 
weekly with Rev. Courtney to discuss future live-stream 
services and more including Advent and Christmas. If 
anyone is interested, please feel free to tell us your fa-
vorite part of the Christmas season by emailing us at:  
 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 
 
A Search committee has been formed to look into our 
needs for music leadership at Pilgrimage. The members 
of this committee are Stu Gillespie, Pat Kask, Diane 
Reese, Ugena Whitlock and Monty Wyne. They are 
working on completing a Job Description for the posi-
tion of Part Time Music Director/Accompanist who will 
help meet our needs for this moment and the future. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

W 
e are scheduled to service lunch to the guests 
at MUST ministries on Tuesday, December 
29.  We are asking for donations of uncooked 

chicken thighs and legs and request that you contact 
Dick and Rita Mehlan to arrange for pick up at:  
rmehlan@bellsouth.net. 
 
You are also welcome to make cash donations through 
the church for the extra side dishes by: 
 

• Sending a check to the church 

• Making a payment through PayPal 

• Making a payment through ZellePay 
 
...and please note “MUST Lunch” in the comment sec-
tion of your payment. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com
mailto:rmehlan@bellsouth.net
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How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live 
together in unity! - Psalm 133:1 
 
Many years ago, I attended a UCC church in N. Dart-
mouth, Massachusetts.  At the time, I was married and 
raising a young family.  We joined Smith Mills Chris-
tian Congregationalist Church and I discovered the 
UCC.  I loved many things about the UCC and I loved 
this particular church.  It provided a foundation for us 
that helped us become part of the community we were 
living in.  My daughter went to preschool there.  I met 
other Moms and joined in with them in outings and 
events with their preschool aged children.  My daughter 
made a best friend and her Mom became a good friend.  
We spent many hours together on the beach with our 
children relaxing and bonding.  My husband I were liv-
ing far from family and friends, so the welcome and 
support from this church family was a real blessing for 
us. 
 
The economy wasn’t good while we lived there.  In 
fact, the economy in New England was worse off than 
in the South where we had come from.  Many people 
were being laid off.  Housing values were dropping.  
Factories had closed and jobs were scarce.  We learned 
many young families were selling their homes and mov-
ing back in with parents to cut back on living expenses.  
We were not there very long…only 2 and a half years, 
but when my husband finally lost his job, too, this 
church did so much to support us.  They gave my 
daughter a scholarship for preschool.  They brought us 
food for Thanksgiving and Christmas.  They did this 
even though they knew we were making plans to leave 
and move back South.  Church members came and 
helped me pack, and when the time came to move, they 
paid for movers to come and help us load the truck we 
had rented to transport our belongings.  They found 
ways to help us without our asking.  I was blown away 
by their generosity and kindness, because I knew they 
were struggling financially too. 
 
When we finally arrived at our new home in Georgia, in 
an area we had lived before where there were friends, as 
well as family nearby, I was struck at the lack of sup-
port, especially from “real” family in comparison to our 
church family in Massachusetts.  

  
After many years in Georgia, I found my way to Pil-
grimage UCC.  I have felt blessed to discover another 
church family that strives to be a community that sup-
ports its members as well as others who need support.   
 
One of the reasons I give my time and tithes to the 
church is because of the gifts I have received.  I also 
give because I want to express my love for others.  I 
have experienced the blessing of belonging.  When we 
belong to a community, we come together to express 
God’s love in tangible ways.  Giving is a concrete way 
to demonstrate our love. 
 
If you have not yet made your pledge to Pilgrimage 
UCC, I encourage you to prayerfully consider what you 
can give, not just financially, but also with your time 
and talents.  In this awkward time of Covid-19 and so-
cial distancing, we are discovering new ways to be 
community and worship together.  Our needs may be 
different, but we still have them.  We still have each 
other.   
 
If you are able, you can email your pledge to our Finan-
cial Secretary, Rita Mehlan at:  
 

pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 
 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Anne Mooney, Chair  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

December Celebrations 
  BIRTHDAYS  

 

12/03  Chris Shiver 

12/07  Amy Jones 

12/15  Maggie McMahill 

12/15  John Roth 

12/22  Patrick Prahl 

12/23  Noel Reitz 

12/25  Rochelle Lofstrand 

12/27  Andy Roberts 

12/28  Hannah Alexander 

12/28  Nancy Donahue 

12/31  Katie Simmons 
 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES  

 

12/05  Bill & Lois Dischinger 

12/21  Fran & Bob Howard 

12/21  Monty & Joyanna Wyne 

12/26  Carol Hill & Eden White 

12/30  Neil & Karen Clark 

 

 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne know at: 

office@pilgrimageucc.org 

  

mailto:pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org
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T 
he Advent season has begun and is the perfect 
time to think about social justice.  Jesus was 
born into poverty and was a refugee whose par-

ents fled  his place of birth when he was a child.  His 
adult life focused on serving and lifting up those who 
society thought of as worthless and weak, including the 
poor, sick and outcasts.  
  
The four weeks before Christmas are often celebrated 
by lighting candles in an Advent wreath.  One candle 
for each of the four Sundays plus a Christ candle that is 
lit on Christmas Eve.  The four candles represent hope, 
peace, joy and love.    
  
As we light the candle of Hope we think of the ways we 
create hope for our future.  We create hope for a more 
just and equitable world through our actions including 
legislative advocacy, working with Family Promise and 
MUST Ministries as well as the social justice work we 
do individually outside of Pilgrimage, including plan-
ning the annual Atlanta Transgender Day of Remem-
brance and work with Hope Thru Soap.  Let us hope for 
a future where all people are respected, loved and cared 
for. 
  
As we light the candle of Peace we commit to practic-
ing peace through our behavior and our words.  World 
peace is a noble and just cause but can seem over-
whelming.   Jesus’ example of nonviolence influenced 
Martin Luther King, Jr. and Mahatmas Gandhi.  We can 
follow their examples by practicing peace in our every-
day lives, in the way we speak to others, how we deal 
with anger and frustration and even the way we drive 

our cars.  Our small actions can build a better world.  
  
As we light the candle of Joy we remember to practice 
social justice with joy. Sometimes social justice work 
can seem daunting and cause us to feel that our efforts 
are inadequate.  Writer and activist, Adrienne Maree 
Brown, offers another vision  she calls “pleasure activ-
ism”,  where she views activism not just as another 
form of  work, but also as a way to healing and happi-
ness.  Finding joy in social justice work will help make 
it more sustainable  and give us the resilience to contin-
ue on the path of justice, even when it is difficult and 
long.  
 
As we light the candle of Love let us find the compas-
sion that will bring us to the point of action to deal with 
injustice.  Karen Armstrong,  founder of the Charter for 
Compassion and author of Twelve Steps to a Compas-
sionate Life, tells us that “compassion... asks us to look 
into our own hearts, discover what gives us pain, and 
then refuse, under any circumstances whatsoever, to 
inflict that pain on someone else.”  As Christians, let us 
always remember to practice the Golden Rule and let it 
guide us as we work toward a more just world. 
 
As we move through the season of Advent and cele-
brate the birth of Christ, may hope, peace, joy and love 
sustain us as the Christmas season ends and we prepare 
to do the real work of Christmas: 
 
 

The Work of Christmas  
 

When the song of the angels is stilled,  
When the star in the sky is gone,  

When the kings and princes are home,  
When the shepherds are back with their flock,  

The work of Christmas begins:  
To find the lost,  

To heal the broken,  
To feed the hungry,  

To release the prisoner,  
To rebuild the nations,  

To bring peace among others,  
To make music in the heart.  

 
Howard Thurman  
Theologian, Educator and Civil Rights Leader  

MISSIONS 

By Amy Nichols, Chair 

pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

https://www.akpress.org/pleasure-activism.html
https://www.akpress.org/pleasure-activism.html
https://charterforcompassion.org/
https://charterforcompassion.org/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/208610/twelve-steps-to-a-compassionate-life-by-karen-armstrong/
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/208610/twelve-steps-to-a-compassionate-life-by-karen-armstrong/
mailto:pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com


 

  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor      Rev. Courtney Jones 
Administrative Assistant          Lynne Buell 

The Month in Sundays 
 
December   6 Worship—Advent 2 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  Communion 
  5:00 p.m. Zoom Vespers Service   
        
December  13 Worship—Advent 3 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  5:00 p.m. Zoom Vespers Service 
         
December  20  Worship—Advent 4 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  5:00 p.m. Zoom Vespers Service 
 
December  27 Worship—Reign of Christ 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
   
 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer: pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

Stewardship pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club via Zoom (Fran Howard) ………… .....  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) ................  Second Thurs. of the month via Zoom (7 p.m.) 
Sandwich Club Support Group via Zoom ............  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group via zoom ........................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ......................................................................  Contact: https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 
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