
 

  

   February 2021 

W e  s ee k  t o  g row  
i n  w or s h i p ,  

l e a rn in g  a nd   
s e r v ic e  a s  a  

f a i th fu l  p eo p le  
o f  G od ,  b r in g i n g  

h o pe ,  c om fo r t  
a n d  f r i e nd sh ip  
t o  a l l ,  w e l co m-

i n g  e ve r yo n e   
i n  Ch r is t .  

 
 
 

“M ake  m e  t o  
k n o w  yo u r  

wa y s ,  O  L o r d ;  
t e a c h  m e  y o u r  

pa t h s . ”  
 

P S A L M  2 5 : 4  

  

A monthly publ icat ion o f P i lgrimage 

United Church o f Christ  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

D 
ear Beloved, 
 
You might not know this, but until Advent, 

the banners in the sanctuary remained the ones from 
Lent 2020.  It somehow felt appropriate, like we 
were frozen in time, wandering in the wilderness of 
pandemic, a perpetual Holy Saturday with no Easter 
in sight.  In Advent, the banners of Love, Peace, 
Hope, and Joy reminded us that Christmas would 
come even in a year of Holy Saturdays.  And yet, 
here we are again:  in just a couple of weeks, we 
will return to the season of Lent.   
 
It might be hard to imagine using Lent as a time to 
go deep into the sorrow of all the ways sin separates 
us from ourselves, from one another, and from God.  
We need the Easter that has been too long coming, 
the deliverance from the valley of death’s shadow.  
Still, these weeks leading into Ash Wednesday give 
us some time to think about what kind of prepara-
tion we need to make, what kind of spiritual or 
physical adjustments we need in order to be ready to 
journey to Jerusalem with Jesus.  Maybe it’s clear-
ing out a corner of our home to have dedicated sa-
cred space.  Maybe it’s finding a few minutes to be 
still with God.  Maybe it’s giving up commitments  

 
that are draining us rather than filling us.  Maybe 
it’s facing an addiction, or leaving a bad relation-
ship, or taking better care of our bodies.  I’m re-
minded of the poem Wild Geese by Mary Oliver: 
 

You do not have to be good. 
You do not have to walk on your knees 

For a hundred miles through the desert repenting. 
You only have to let the soft animal of your body 

love what it loves. 
Tell me about despair, yours,  

and I will tell you mine. 
Meanwhile the world goes on. 

Meanwhile the sun and the clear pebbles of the rain 
are moving across the landscapes, 

over the prairies and the deep trees, 
the mountains and the rivers. 

Meanwhile the wild geese,  
high in the clean blue air, 
are heading home again. 

Whoever you are, no matter how lonely, 
the world offers itself to your imagination, 

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting— 
over and over announcing your place  

in the family of things. 
 
We don’t have to give up things that are delicious 
that makes us happy.  We don’t have to be forlorn 
and make ourselves miserable.  What God desires 
are open hearts, ready to find their places in the 
family of things, ready to greet the Kin-dom when it 
comes.  If you need help thinking about how you’d 
like to prepare your heart for Lent, I’d love to hear 
from you. 
 
Have a good Lent, dear ones. 
 
Love, 
 
Courtney  
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“You have no idea how your unique life will impact 
those around you.” – Julane Fisher 
 

A 
t the start of every year, I like to take stock of 
how I’m spending my time.  I look at all aspects 
of life from work, to family and friends and my 

volunteer responsibilities.  I think through the ways I 
show up in each space, what I bring to those I interact 
with and also what I take away from those interactions.  
After a bit of introspection, I identify the areas where I 
feel I’m adding value, the activities that bring joy or 
enrichment to my life and also determine which activi-
ties are no longer as beneficial, for me or for the other 
parties involved. 
 
I can’t just stop doing certain responsibilities at work.  
What I can do is identify tasks that might bring growth 
to other members of my team and free me up to take on 
new things.  As a team, we do an annual review of the 
reports that we produce and determine if they are still 
being used or if we should discontinue some.  That frees 
us up to take on new requests which helps our custom-
ers meet their goals. 
 
When it comes to friends and family, we talk about the 
events and activities that we’ve been doing for a while 
and see if people still enjoy them.  When we stop hav-
ing fun with it, we look for new ways to interact.  I try 
to support friends who bring up ideas so that we can 
experience new things.  Our family likes to work to-
gether to plan trips and we’re really looking forward to 
the day when travel can begin again. 
 
Currently, I volunteer here at Pilgrimage and also 
through Girl Scouts.  I’m a troop leader and also the 
Annual Fund Chair for our Service Unit.  Summer 2021 
will bring the end of two of my current volunteer roles, 
President of PUCC and Annual Fund Chair for Girl 
Scouts.  While both roles have been rewarding in differ-
ent ways, I am looking forward to having room to ex-
plore new opportunities.  Those may involve more vol-
unteering, a greater focus on family and friends or tak-
ing on new responsibilities at work.  

  
What opportunities are you looking forward to tackling 
this year?  Where can your individual gifts bring value 
to those around you?  What new activities can help you 
grow? 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“I like the dreams of the future better than the history of 
the past.”  —Thomas Jefferson  
  
 

I 
n Book Club, we are reading a biography about 
Louisa May Alcott and her mother, Abigail, called 
“Marmee and Louisa.” 
 

It is an eye-opening story about the struggles of life in 
the 1800’s.  Life was so hard then, and the struggles for 
equality that happened during that time are still occur-
ring now—but in different forms.   
 
Dreaming of a better future brings hope.  Now that it is 
February, the days are getting longer with hope for 
spring.  The renewal of spring always lifts my spir-
its.  Leaves popping out on the trees and flowers bloom-
ing are around the corner.  The future will come and as 
the Steve Miller Band sang, “Time keeps on slipping, 
slipping, slipping into the future.”    
 
Our dreams of the future give us hope, and the future 
arrives each moment of our lives.   

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

CONGREGATION VICE PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com  
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

C 
hildren are invited to a Zoom Sunday school 
meeting each Sunday afternoon at 3 PM. The 
children will hear the story for the following 

week and have a short discussion about it. Parts will be 
recorded to use for the children's time message the fol-
lowing week.  
 
Please contact the Christian Education ministry at pil-
grimageuccce@gmail.com to be added to the invite list.  
 
Beginning on January 10, Victoria Owens began lead-
ing us in looking at "Jesus Before Christianity."  by 
Albert Nolan.  If you are interested in joining the Sun-
day sessions, please contact us at pilgrim-
ageuccce@gmail.com.  
 
 

Confirmation Class 
 

O 
n Sunday, February 7, we will celebrate our 
2020 confirmation class. This was a difficult 
process for them as it was interrupted by the 

pandemic. They finished their sessions remotely and 
will have the opportunity to join the church this month. 
We hope to have an in-person celebration for this group 
when we can again gather together. Thanks to Wayne 
Scott for leading the class and to the mentors:  Janet 
Derby, Sarah Holliday, and Duke Yaguchi.  Please join 
us in worship on February 7 and continue to be in pray-
er for our confirmands:  Morgan Jones, Emma Roberts, 
Gavin Roth, and Olivia Roth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A 
mazingly, it’s that time!  A new year is here 
right on schedule and, despite the emotional, 
physical and financial hardships brought on by 

the pandemic, there is cause for hope that life will be 
better in the year ahead.  
 
Each year many of us ring in the New Year with goals 
to live differently on some level and make plans for 
how to meet those goals. This holds true for the Mis-
sions Committee as well.  
  
You are invited to join us on February 4th, at 6 p.m. via 
Zoom, when the committee will meet to discuss our 
vision for the year ahead.   
 

• Do you have ideas for making Pilgrimage more 
environmentally sustainable?   

• Would you like to see more community involve-
ment by the congregation?    

• Is there a social justice issue that keeps you awake 
at night that our congregation could help address, 
such as racial justice, income inequality or immi-
gration reform?   

 
Bring with you your commitments and passions, and 
share your dreams on ways we can make the world a 
better place for all. 
 
Fred Rogers once said, "We live in a world in which we 
need to share responsibility. It's easy to say 'It's not my 
child, not my community, not my world, not my prob-
lem.' Then there are those who see the need and re-
spond. I consider those people my heroes." In the year 
ahead may we share responsibility for mission work at 
Pilgrimage, see the need in our community, our nation 
and our world and respond to those needs in a meaning-
ful way.  
 
If you are interested in sharing your ideas and getting 
involved, please email amy@letscelebrateevents.com 
and I will send you the link to the Zoom meeting.  
 
Thank you!! 
 

Amy Nichols 
Missions Chair 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

MISSIONS 

By Amy Nichols, Chair 

pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 
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W 
e are looking forward to the live stream ser-
vices for the rest of Epiphany Season as we 
prepare for Lent. Thank you to all our local 

participants as they actively interact on the livestream 
and Zoom as well as those viewing from out of state for 
worshipping with us during these very different times. 
 
Thank you to Rev. Courtney Jones for her caring sup-
port of all of us and for her meaningful messages which 
include so much present-day relevance with her Ser-
mons, prayers while emphasizing love of one another 
for all of us. Continuing appreciation to Auggie Jones as 
they manage much of the tech support on Sunday morn-
ings including helping with the sweet support of ca-
nines. 
 
In January, Rev. Kimble Sorrells preached on Sunday, 
January 3rd for Epiphany Sunday while Rev. Courtney 
was off that week. Thank you to the scripture readers 
for January 3rd who were Sarah Holliday and Anne 
Mooney and to Chris Shiver and Julia Shiver on January 
10th. Thanks, also, to the readers for the following Sun-
days. They were January 17 – Joyanna Wyne and Trish 
Greeves, January 24– Monica Helms and Darlene Wag-
ner, January 31 was Isaac Martin. 
 
Many thanks to a few folks who may not have been 
included in the January newsletter article. Thank you to 
Josh Puente for beautiful trumpet solos in December 
live stream services as well as other amazing trumpet 
playing he has done for Pilgrimage UCC. We are look-
ing forward to hearing more whenever Josh is available. 
Many thanks to Maggie McMahill who played her flute 
so well in the December service when several genera-
tions of her family presented a lovely musical offering. 
All this music was so enjoyable. 
 
Music this month has been provided by Juliann Heil-
hecker and Diane Reese and artwork by Duke Yaguchi.  
Several artworks were also selected by Angela Gula, 
Sarah Holliday and Steve Owens to help enhance the 
livestream services. If you would like to contribute mu-
sic or art or both, please email: 
 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern 

By Hugh Lowrey 

  

M 
embers of Congress, I had always assumed, 
were informed about many things because 
each has a staff of several bright people to 

keep them informed and because bills come up in Con-
gress about all sorts of things.  That assumption was 
naive and mistaken.  It is clear from their nonchalance 
toward climate change, which is as threatening as any-
thing humanity has ever faced, that they are quite igno-
rant of it.  It is inconceivable that a group of 535 educat-
ed people responsible to their constituents would sit on 
their hands for years if aware of the danger and knowl-
edgeable about what could be accomplished by wise 
legislation. The alternative assumption is that, absorbed 
in his/her political future, each is oblivious to other as-
pects of things to come even as they affect his/her chil-
dren and grandchildren.  Sadly, politics does blind some 
to that degree, but many in both parties must behave as 
they do because of abysmal ignorance.  Perhaps they are 
lulled into complacency by those who refuse to believe 
such unpleasantries as climate or by those handsomely 
paid to spread falsehoods. 
 
To counter this tragic failure of our system, Citizens 
Climate Lobby (CCL) believes in an approach that 
avoids angry letters, raucous marches and confronta-
tions.  They seek friendships through face-to-face con-
tact (usually with a staff member in a local office) or 
through letters and phone calls.  CCL  doesn’t mention 
Christian love, but it’s the ideal motivation.  CCL’s 
progress, though significant, has been too slow, but if 
the number of committed and well-informed activists 
could be increased, results could come faster.  Each of 
us who accepts this proposition as fact and whose life 
situation permits it, owes it to his/her future, descend-
ants’ future and to the future of the human race to pick 
up this gauntlet and do his/her part. 
 
 
 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 
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“Whoever brings blessing will be enriched, and one 
who waters will himself be watered.”  
—Proverbs 11:25 
 
 

T 
ime and Talent surveys will be rolling out this 
month.  Please take the time to fill one out and 
let us know how you are willing and able to par-

ticipate in the life of our faith community though ser-
vice.  We have a variety of ways to get involved.  Each 
of our Church Council ministries require workers for 
short and long-term tasks.  
 
Christian Education needs people to help with the Chil-
dren’s Time during worship.  There are also opportuni-
ties through CE to be fed through study and shared faith 
experiences.  We offer Sunday School for adults and 
children, Bible Study, and other study groups.  These 
are all occurring via Zoom at the present but will con-
tinue face to face when we are able.   
 
Communications needs folks who understand and are 
comfortable working with social media.  They manage 
our website, Facebook accounts, help with worship live-
streaming, and help with visitors follow-up.  While their 
tasks are more technology oriented during the pandem-
ic, when we return face to face, they will have addition-
al jobs for communicating with visitors to our church. 
 
Deacons need volunteers to help care for our church 
members. 
 
Missions has a committee that considers various Mis-
sion and Social Justice opportunities.  Some opportuni-
ties are ongoing, some are once a year, others occur 
throughout the year.  We work with Family Promise 
and MUST Ministries.  We have food drives, book 
drives, and backpack drives.  Social justice topics and 
events of interest are shared for those who are interest-
ed. 
 
Parish life needs volunteers to send food to folks who 

are ill or grieving.  They need help with set up and put 
away after fellowship gatherings.  They need ideas for 
ways to come together and enjoy each other both in the 
social distancing world and when we can eventually 
come back together in our church building. 
 
Properties requires many hands.  We all can find a small 
way to help out properties on cleaning and work days.   
The church needs our care inside and out.  It will need 
more care when we are able to return to worship togeth-
er. 
 
Stewardship needs volunteers for our Nominating Com-
mittee which helps match volunteers for leadership po-
sitions on Church Council and Executive Committee. 
Stewardship also needs volunteers to serve on a task 
force that plans and implements our yearly commitment 
campaign. 
 
Worship needs many hands to help with music, scrip-
ture reading, worship streaming, worship planning, and 
when we return to our physical space, they will need 
ushers, greeters, and someone to help with hanging ban-
ners, etc. 
 
Finally, we need church leaders.  Some Council and 
Executive Committee leaders will rotate off this June 
and we will need new volunteers.   
 
Please prayerfully consider your gifts, interests, and 
passions.   
 

• How does the church serve you?   

• How can you serve the church?   
 
One way you can let us know your willingness will be 
to fill our the Time and Talent Survey, but you can also 
contact the Stewardship Chairperson with an idea or 
your willingness to get involved at:  
 

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 
 

 
Thank you, 
 
Anne Mooney 
Stewardship Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Anne Mooney, Chair  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 
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“Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and 
peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.”  —Romans 15:13 
 

 

I 
t is hard to be hopeful when we are sick, hungry, in 
pain, financially insecure, or fearful for our safety.  
But that is when God lifts us up.  We need to re-

member to be faithful and trust in God to heal us, feed 
us, give us what we need and lead us out of the wilder-
ness.   
 
The deacons are here to help, too.  If you just need 
someone to talk to or if you need financial help, please 
don’t hesitate to contact your deacon.  We want to help 
in anyway we can.  If you don’t have a deacon, yet, 
please let us know and we will assign a deacon to you.  
You can contact us at: 
 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gamil.com 
   

On the lighter side of things, we still want to get our 
game on!  Stay tuned for information about virtual Triv-
ia Night hosted by the deacons! 
 
 

 

February Book Club 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

February 2, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Book for Review:  “Marmee & Louisa” 
By:  Eva La Plante  

(The untold story of Louisa May Alcott and her mother.) 
 
This is a Zoom meeting.  If you would like to attend or 
be added to the Book Club email list, contact: 
 

 
Janet Derby at: 

 

derby.jm@gmail.com 
 
 

Fran Howard at: 
 

roberthow@aol.com 
              

 
 
 
 

DEACONS 
By Juliann Heilhecker & Stephen Williams  

Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

February Celebrations 
  BIRTHDAYS  

 

02/03 Lorelle Mills 

02/04   Donna Farrar 

02/05 Jaime Fulsang 

02/07 Devin Scott 

02/08 Ezra Loche 

02/17 River Simonson 

02/28 Eli Scates 
 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES  

 

02/22 Jeff & Jamie Durkee 

 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne know at: 

office@pilgrimageucc.org 

mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gamil.com
mailto:derby.jm@gmail.com
mailto:roberthow@aol.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor      Rev. Courtney Jones 
Administrative Assistant          Lynne Buell 

The Month in Sundays 
 
February    7 Worship — Confirmation 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  Communion 
         
February  14 Worship 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
         
February  21  Worship 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
   
February  28 Worship 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
 
   
 
 

 
 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer: pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

Stewardship pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club via Zoom (Fran Howard) ………… .....  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) ................  Second Thurs. of the month via Zoom (7 p.m.) 
Sandwich Club Support Group via Zoom ............  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group via zoom ........................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ......................................................................  Contact: https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 
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