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“I came that they may have life, and have it abun-
dantly.” —John 10:10 
 

B 
eloved, 
 
Happy (almost) Easter!  Signs of new life 

are everywhere.  The trees are beautiful, our vehi-
cles are covered in pollen, the bees are buzzing and 
birds are chirping.  And the numbers are dropping!  
There are less Covid-related deaths, less hospitaliza-
tions, and less infections day by day, thanks be to 
God.  We pray that this trend continues.  After a 
year in the wilderness of pandemic, something new 
is on the horizon! 
 
Many folks have worked hard and are still working 
hard to be creative about how we do ministry in this 
in-between time, and our leaders are working dili-
gently to get us back together as soon and as safely 
as possible.  The COVID Task Force continues to 
meet and make recommendations to Council, who 
are considering how to phase us into in-person out-
door and indoor gatherings with minimal risk as 
numbers continue to drop.  The Worship Committee 
is working with a group of tech-savvy folks to as-
sess how to improve the technology we use in our 
sanctuary so that as we move toward indoor wor-

ship, we will have ideas about how to manage our 
safety measures as well as our expanded online 
presence.  Parish Life and our Open and Affirming 
Team have both planned recent outdoor events so 
that we can gather for fellowship, and more activi-
ties will likely be coming soon.  This is an exciting 
time, and as you feel comfortable, I hope you’ll 
engage with the variety of opportunities that exist 
both in-person and online.   
 
Lastly, our Music Director/Accompanist Search 
Team, led by Diane Reese and Monty Wyne, is 
working faithfully to screen candidates so that we 
can get a music leader on board as part of our wor-
ship staff.  The addition of a Music Director will be 
very helpful as we transition to more in-person wor-
ship opportunities, to help with technology and cre-
ative ideas about how to safely include music in 
worship until we can sing in groups again.  It will be 
so glorious when we can finally sing together again, 
but by all accounts, that is likely one of the last 
things that will be phased in, so we hope to find 
some interim solutions. 
 
Much is happening, beloved, and I am so excited 
and proud of the amazing ministry we continue to 
accomplish both in worship and in service of others 
through our justice ministries.  Easter is upon us, 
thanks be to God, and I can’t wait to see you in this 
season of resurrection! 
 
Love, 
Courtney 
 
 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 

Rev. Courtney Jones 

pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 
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Important Reminder 
 

 
On March 21, we sent an email blast regarding 
Rev. Courtney's cartilage transplant surgery which 
took place on Tuesday, March 30.  The surgery 
was successful, and she is home recovering com-
fortably .  This is a reminder to review this email 
as to who to contact regarding important infor-
mation pertaining to pastoral care, as well as other 
questions and concerns you might have during her 
absence.  Please keep Rev. Courtney and Auggie 
in your prayers during the extensive recovery pro-
cess she is dealing with .  We will, of course, keep 
you updated of her progress during this time. 

mailto:pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@pilgrimageucc.org
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“It’s funny how day by day, nothing changes.  But when 
you look back, everything is different.’”  
—Author unknown 
 

B 
efore starting this month’s newsletter, I read the 
one I wrote last year.  At that point, we were just 
starting out on our pandemic journey.  Now, it 

feels like we’re starting to come out the other side.  
Case counts in Cobb County have been steadily de-
creasing over the last few weeks.  I can imagine a time, 
in the not too distant future, where community transmis-
sion of COVID will no longer be in the high transmis-
sion zone (100+ new cases per 100,000 people).  We’re 
already at the point where in person events and worship 
services can resume.  For now, we’re still in outdoor 
mode but we expect to hit indoor metrics soon. 
 
Our COVID Task Force and Council are working to 
create new event guidelines that will help guide changes 
in our in person activities as we move out of high trans-
mission status and into lower levels of risk.  We want to 
make sure that we’re ready to adapt and pivot quickly as 
new metrics are achieved.  As we make decisions on 
new guidelines, we’ll be communicating so you know 
what to expect as you see the published transmission 
rates change in our area. 
 
As vaccination availability has increased in Georgia, 
I’ve seen that several members of our congregation 
have begun to get vaccinated.  Personally, I think that’s 
great.  In our household, Wade will be fully vaccinated 
by the end of March and Morgan and I can’t wait for 
our turn.  I also know, having helped Wade get his ap-
pointment, that navigating the options for finding a vac-
cination appointment can be challenging.  If you are 
struggling with finding options, please reach out to me 
and I’ll see if there are things I can do to help. 
 
As Reverend Courtney recently announced, she will be 
taking some time off for surgery and recovery.  I appre-
ciate all the members of our community who will be 
stepping up to take on roles while she’s out.  During 
that time, if you have any questions or concerns, I en-
courage you to reach out to me directly. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Thursday, April 1 
Maundy Thursday  

7:00 PM:   Zoom Tenebrae Service, 
the Rev. Trish Greeves presiding 

 

This is a service of shadows and Communion.  Please 
consider dimming your room and lighting candles, and 
please have your Communion elements ready.  Here is 
the link for the service: 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86885559240?
pwd=TVJRMFYySjZCYjFDYmF1UUpZRnU4dz09  
 

(There is no breathing room on Maundy Thursday or 
the next week, April 8, which is our regular Council 
meeting time.  Breathing room will resume April 15.) 
   

Good Friday, April 2 
3:00 - 7:00 PM 

Vigil of Silence and Prayer 
 

For the first time in over a year, the sanctuary will be 
open for silent prayer and meditation in 15-minute in-
crements for no more than five people at once.  Please 
use the registration form on our website to sign up for a 
time slot.  
 

Sunday, April 4  
Easter 

7:15 AM Outdoor Sunrise Worship 
Led by the Rev. Matthew Alexander 

 

Our first Easter Sunrise Worship!  We arrive before 
sunrise, like the women at the tomb, and are met with 
the glorious mystery of the risen Christ.  There will be 
music (no singing, unfortunately), prayers, and celebra-
tion including the ringing of bells to welcome East-
er!  Please register for this service on our website. 
 

10:00 AM Easter Livestream Worship  
Communion  

Led by the Rev. Heather Fosburgh 
 

Our Livestream will be full of joy, with special music 
and Communion.  Rev. Courtney will preach via the 
magic of prerecording, and Rev. Heather Fosburgh, our 
Associate Conference Minister and one of the pastors of 
Kirkwood UCC, will lead the service and preside at the 
table. 
 

1:00 PM Easter Egg Hunt   
 
The Egg Hunt is back! Led by Parish Life, bring masks 
and prepare to observe social distancing while having 
some fun with our families! 
   
(There will be no 5:30 service on Easter, but the 5:30 service 
will return the following Sunday, April 11.) 

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

https://pilgrimageucc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40e59def0fd45dd9480431032&id=15c3c97fd8&e=65d8e022f6
https://pilgrimageucc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40e59def0fd45dd9480431032&id=15c3c97fd8&e=65d8e022f6
mailto:pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com


 

3 

    

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

S 
pring is here.  It has been a long year of being 
unable to meet in person, but we are now hopeful 
that we will be able to do so soon.  

 

We have tried vigorously to invent creative ways to 
continue providing Christian Education for all ages. Our 
adult Sunday school class continues to meet virtually 
every week, and the Seekers Group meet each month.  
 

In addition, our devotion writers have faithfully provid-
ed thoughtful reflections on Scripture passages.  
 

Our children were able to have an outdoor VBS and 
meet virtually for children’s time. We completed the 
confirmation class and confirmed three youth.  
 

We are grateful for all the people who have made this 
happen and allowed us to expand our reach to more 
participants. Going forward, we hope to carry forward 
some of the lessons we learned this year to provide new 
and interesting opportunities in Christian education.  
 

Your input and participation will be helpful and vital to 
enable us to do that. We will need Sunday school teach-
ers and facilitators, VBS workers, and additional devo-
tion writers.  If you have ideas or are willing to be part 
of the planning for our children, youth, or adults, please 
contact the CE ministry at:  
 

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A 
pril has arrived and with it the beauty of spring 
and the joy of the Easter message of renewal 
and rebirth.  What a wonderful time to seek the 

divine in the natural world!  Bulbs are pushing up 
through the ground, budding trees are just outside our 
door and singing birds lift our spirits and cause us to 
feel gratitude for the earth and all, animals, plants, and 
people who call this planet home.  
 
April is also the month when we celebrate Earth Day 
and are reminded of the need to work on the issues of  
environmental justice, sustainability and climate 
change. Ironically, the pandemic has helped the Earth’s 
air and water quality improve, if only for a brief time.   
 
As a congregation we can help maintain these gains by 
doing our part to live in a more sustainable way by ob-
serving conservation practices within our homes, learn-
ing and taking action to make Pilgrimage a greener 
church and working on issues of environmental justice 
within our community and in the wider world. 
 
Throughout the month of April, in the E-Tidings weekly 
newsletter, the Missions Committee will offer sugges-
tions and provide resources on ways we can each begin 
to  make a positive impact on the environment and cre-
ate a more sustainable and just world for our children 
and future generations. Join us in this endeavor as we 
become God’s hands and feet in order to make the Earth 
a better place for all. 
 
You cannot get through a single day without having an 
impact on the world around you.  What you do makes a 
difference and you have to decide what kind of a differ-
ence you want to make.      
—Jane Goodall 

 
 
 

 

 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

MISSIONS 

By Amy Nichols, Chair 

pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

April Book Club 
  

April 6 at 7:00 p.m. 
  

Book for Review:  “The Only Woman in the Room” 
By:  Marie Benedict  

  
If you would like to attend or be added to the Book 
Club email list, contact: 

  
Janet Derby at: 

  

derby.jm@gmail.com 
  

Fran Howard at: 
  

roberthow@aol.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com
mailto:derby.jm@gmail.com
mailto:roberthow@aol.com
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R 
ev. Courtney Jones continues to lead us with 
welcoming and loving leadership to all of us on 
Sunday mornings, through livestream worship, 

and through many online opportunities. During the sea-
son of Lent. Rev. Courtney has increased her offerings 
to three services in a week; besides the Sunday morning 
livestream, there is Thursday evening breathing room, 
and during Lent, Sunday evening Vespers.  Continued 
thanks Auggie Jones for being the onsite director and 
for their encouraging support for the livestream worship 
services.  
 
We continue to appreciate the helpful contributions of 
many volunteers for every Sunday’s 10:00 livestream 
services and helpful folks who are assisting at the 5:30 
p.m. outdoor services which resumed March 21. The 
Sunday evening Vesper Services provided by Rev. 
Courtney on Zoom have been well received through the 
Lenten Season with the last one on Palm Sunday even-
ing, March 28. 
 
On Palm Sunday, we had a 10:00 livestream service 
and a 5:30 outdoor service. The drive through pick-
ing up of palm fronds was well attended and folks 
very generously dropped off underwear and socks to 
help folks through Must Ministries. 
 
Maundy Thursday readers were the following folks: 
Janet Derby, Jaime Fulsang, Pat Kask, Rochelle 
Lofstrand, Anne Mooney, Steve Owens, Ben Shiver, 
Reba Williams, Ugena Whitlock, and Duke Yaguchi. 
Thank you to these wonderful readers.   
 
We look forward to virtual scripture readers on the 
10:00 Livestream on Easter Sunday who will be Kath-
leen McNulty and Bill McNulty. We will include the 
remainder of the April scripture readers in the May 
newsletter. 
 
Contributions of Art and Music for the livestream ser-
vices have been provided by Juliann Heilhecker, Carol 
Hill, Carla Martin, Helene O’Neill, Diane Reese, Ugena 
Whitlock and Duke Yaguchi.  Josh Puente provided 
wonderful trumpet music for Palm Sunday, and  he will 
also play for us on Easter. 
 
In addition, extra music was prepared for Palm Sunday 
and again for Easter by Juliann Heilhecker with a hand-

bell recording.  There is a plan for virtual singing and 
instrumental offerings with folks participating from 
Pilgrimage UCC with the technological expertise of 
Sarah Holliday and Dan McMahill. 
 
Many thanks continue to go out to Angela Gula, Sarah 
Holliday and Steve Owens for offsite tech support each 
Sunday morning and many other offerings from them.  
  
Don't forget, if you have music or art that would be ap-
propriate for our service preludes and reflections,  
please email pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com. 
 
We are looking forward to Easter Sunday morning 
where things may look at little different but have some 
wonderful opportunities for many. Keep watching your 
emails for updates. 
 
The Music Search Committee continues to have Zoom 
meetings to keep the search moving for the Part Time 
Music Director/Accompanist position for Pilgrimage 
UCC. We have narrowed the list of candidates and are 
in the process of prescreening. We will keep Council 
posted as things move forward towards Zoom inter-
views/auditions. The members of the search committee 
are Pat Kask, Diane Reese, Ugena Whitlock and Monty 
Wyne. Many thanks to everyone involved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

I found the following quote in The Week, a news maga-
zine, from Julie Gallagher which she wrote in 
CNN.com.  I have been feeling worried and stressed and 
this helped soothe my concerns.  I hope you will also 
find it reassuring.   
 

“As we all mark 12 full months of pandemic living, 
we deserve to show ourselves extra compassion. Fol-
lowing this difficult past year, it's natural to feel 
skeptical about the promise of better days--even as 
the weather warms and our friends buzz about get-
ting vaccinated. It's a defense mechanism: If we don't 
get our hopes up too much we can't be let down. But 
conflicting feelings--hope and worry, grief and hap-
piness--can exist within us at the same time. Since 
last March, I've learned that the only way to not be 
swallowed up my by emotions is to just unapologeti-
cally allow myself to feel them. Whatever any of us is 
feeling on this anniversary, it's OK to allow ourselves 
to feel all of it.”  

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

CONGREGATION VICE PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com  

mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
mailto:pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com
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1 Peter 4:10-11 New Revised Standard Version 
 
10 Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, 
serve one another with whatever gift each of you has 
received. 11 Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking 
the very words of God; whoever serves must do so with 
the strength that God supplies, so that God may be glo-
rified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong 
the glory and the power forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Have you submitted your Time and Talent Survey to 
Pilgrimage United Church of Christ? 
 
Hopefully you received a link to our Time and Talent 
Survey and by now have had some time to prayerfully 
consider ways that you can serve our congregation and 
the greater community for God’s glory and work.  
There are so many opportunities to volunteer, some big 
and some small, but all an important part of the life of 
our faith family. 
 
In case you have not received a link to this survey, here 
it is…In order to open up and view the volunteer oppor-
tunities available within each church ministry, you must 
click  “Yes, I am interested in this ministry.”  
  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=ucFBvII3AkSp4r-
McSVXkBn7MK97vc9IkuxTb1v3QiRU-
MU9CNkZLTEpLMzJKM0FFWk1GRFBDU0c5TS4u 
 
As we prepare to be able to resume worshipping, meet-
ing, and playing together again, it is a wonderful time to 
either renew your time and talent commitments to our 
church or to consider new ways you can get involved.   
 
Our fiscal year ends in June.  We will be seeking new 
leadership in several areas, in particular for a Vice-
President as Susan Volentine rotates into the President 
position.  We are very grateful to the leadership Amy 
Jones has shown us during the past two years which has 
included our time of searching for and then welcoming 
our new minister, Rev. Courtney Jones.   
 
 

     

   
 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern 

By Hugh Lowrey 

 

 

I 
t seemed likely that hurricanes of unprecedented 
destructiveness, wildfires that burn whole towns and 
tidal flooding in so many coastal cities would get 

someone’s attention. They haven’t. Will the Texas 
“snowmagedden” do more?  It might help Biden to push 
his climate agenda, and it did provide an opportunity to 
contact our congresspersons and once more point out 
our peril.  Scientists have no direct evidence connecting 
the Texas storm with climate change, but common 
sense ties the two together with certainty.   
 
To those in our government, should climate change take 
precedence over everything else?  I think not, and re-
cent news  provides an example.  A battery manufactur-
er wants to prevent a competitor’s construction of a 
factory in Georgia, because the second company has 
stolen the necessary technology from the first. They 
seem to agree on the facts.   Since the case is to be de-
cided by a government agency and not a court, the 
White House has jurisdiction and could base a decision 
on either law or policy.  The miscreant company pleads 
that their car batteries will hasten the growth of renewa-
ble energy, so they should be allowed to proceed.  So, is 
taming our climate more important than “love thy 
neighbor”, the basis of honesty? 

 

 

 

 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Anne Mooney, Chair  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ucFBvII3AkSp4r-McSVXkBn7MK97vc9IkuxTb1v3QiRUMU9CNkZLTEpLMzJKM0FFWk1GRFBDU0c5TS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ucFBvII3AkSp4r-McSVXkBn7MK97vc9IkuxTb1v3QiRUMU9CNkZLTEpLMzJKM0FFWk1GRFBDU0c5TS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ucFBvII3AkSp4r-McSVXkBn7MK97vc9IkuxTb1v3QiRUMU9CNkZLTEpLMzJKM0FFWk1GRFBDU0c5TS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=ucFBvII3AkSp4r-McSVXkBn7MK97vc9IkuxTb1v3QiRUMU9CNkZLTEpLMzJKM0FFWk1GRFBDU0c5TS4u
mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
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I 
 want to shout out a big thank you to Rochelle 
Lofstrand for hosting Trivia Night on March 13!  We 
had a great turn out, and I was thrilled to see that we 

even had participants from outside the GA area.   There 
were two teams that tied for first place.  If this is some-
thing that the community would like to do more than just 
once a year, please let me know.  I would love to get 
some feedback.  Thank you! 
  
On that note, I am excited to say that we have gained 
new members during this past year!   With new mem-
bers, means more families for our deacons. We could 
use one or more new deacons starting after Easter.  If 
you feel a calling to help out with our community, please 
contact the deacon chairs and we would be happy to talk 
to you in detail about what it takes to be a deacon at 
PUCC.   
 
It’s no secret that this past year has been very difficult 
for everyone; some more than others.  Every year, the 
deacons award the Dr. of Friendship Award to a member 
of our congregation who is subtly, behind the scenes 
doing what they are called to do; such as  help with food, 
rides,  or be in contact with members in our community 
who need help or just need a sympathetic ear. If you 
know of a member of our church community that has 
been exceptional in reaching out and going that extra 
mile to be there for our community, please let me know.  
When you submit your suggestion, please write a short 
story about this person and why they should be nominat-
ed:   
 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 
 
Please note that council chairs cannot be nominated.  
 
Peace, love, and well-being.  
 
Juliann Heilhecker, Deacon Chair 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
              

 
 
 
 

DEACONS 
By Juliann Heilhecker & Stephen Williams  

Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

April Celebrations 
  BIRTHDAYS  

 

04/06  Meghan Clements 

04/08 Stephen Williams 

04/10 Carol Reed 

04/10 Shelby Reitz 

04/14 Skyra Loche 

04/15 Gabriela Mills 

04/18 Teresa Scates 

04/19 Noah Reed 

04/19 Marc Mills 

04/27 Olivia Roth 

04/28 Steve Owens 

04/29 Karen Clark 
 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES  

 

04/09 Cathe & Megan Simonson 

04/24 Ric & Noel Reitz 

04/30 Adrian & Rachel Puente 

 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne know at: 

office@pilgrimageucc.org 

mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor      Rev. Courtney Jones 
Administrative Assistant          Lynne Buell 

The Month in Sundays 
 
April  4 Easter 
  Sunrise Service (7:15 a.m.) 
  Facebook Live-Stream Service (10:00 a.m.) 
  Communion 
  Easter Egg Hunt (1:00—2:00 p.m.) 
         
April 11 Worship 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  5:30 p.m. Outdoor Worship 
         
April 18  Worship 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  5:30 p.m. Outdoor Worship 
   
April 25 Worship 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  5:30 p.m. Outdoor Worship 
 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer: pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

Stewardship pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club via Zoom (Fran Howard) ………… .....  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) ................  Second Thurs. of the month via Zoom (7 p.m.) 
Sandwich Club Support Group via Zoom ............  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group via zoom ........................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ......................................................................  Contact: https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 
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