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We  seek  to  
g row in  wo r -

sh ip ,  l e a rn ing  
and  se r v ice  a s  

a  f a i th fu l   
peop le  o f  God ,  
b r ing ing  hope ,  

comfo r t  and  
f r i endsh ip  to  

a l l ,  we lcoming  
everyone  in  

Chr i s t .  
 
 

“B u t  God  
demon s t r a t e s  
H i s  own  l o v e  
t owa rd  u s ,  i n  
t h a t  wh i l e  we  

we r e  s t i l l   
s i n n e r s ,  C h r i s t  
d i ed  f o r  u s . ”  
R O M A NS  5 : 8  
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“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control.”  Galatians 5:22-23 
 
 
 

D 
ear Beloved, 
 
These months of being apart have taken a 

toll.  They have tested us, and we have seen our 
fruits of the Spirit flourish, wither, and flourish 
again.  There is no such thing as one perfect re-
sponse to pandemic, no one way to perfectly stay 
safe, no one way to wave a wand and return to 
“normal.”  However, because we have been patient 
and faithful and loving and kind, we have remained 
Church with and for one another.  We have learned 
to recognize Church and even Spirit’s movement in 
new ways; for example, our Ash Wednesday Zoom 
service was the most highly attended Ash Wednes-
day service in years!  Our Lent-in-a-Bag bags were 
a sweet and creative way to stay connected in the 
final push toward the Easter for which we have 
waited—the Resurrection of the Body and the re-
gathering of the faithful.   
 
AND! Provided the Covid numbers continue their 
dramatic decline, it is entirely possible that we will 
be having outdoor and maybe even indoor activities 
very soon!  Easter or even sooner! Praise God! 
 
 

 
 
These coming months will require even more atten-
tion to Spirit, to bear fruit in a time when we are at 
the end of our patience, joy is rare, gentleness  
 
doesn’t seem to be working, and self-control is 
more like white-knuckling.  We are living the prom-
ise of faith—waiting with hope through the dark 
nights and long days in the valley of the shadow of 
death, seeing the promised land of rejoining our 
beloved congregation while knowing that “the way 
things were” is a long way off.  Many folks are ac-
tively making plans for a phased return that will 
help us keep each other safe while we are waiting 
for widespread vaccine availability.  We are explor-
ing options from Parish Life to Worship, imagining 
how to bridge from mostly online to mostly in-
person.  It’s so exciting, and it’s going to likely be a 
little frustrating, too, since we are learning as we go.  
It’s going to require us to be patient and generous 
and loving in new ways, but the good news is, we’ll 
get to bear this fruit together, live and in person! 
 
With the decline in numbers, I’m also increasing 
face-to-face interactions.  If you are in need of pas-
toral care and face-to-face is the best option for you, 
please let me know, and we will see how to accom-
modate your needs.  I’m at the church every Thurs-
day for folks who want to have a Covid-safe visit, 
and I’ve begun doing home visits with our vaccinat-
ed elders.  Please don’t hesitate to be in touch with 
your questions, concerns, or just to find time to get 
to know each other better! 
 
There is such light at the end of the tunnel, beloved, 
and the future of PUCC is very bright indeed. 
 
Love, 
 

Courtney 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 

Rev. Courtney Jones 

pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 
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“I believe in process. I believe in four seasons. I believe 
that winter’s tough, but spring’s coming.”  

– Steve Southerland 
 

T 
oday is one of those days where it is evident that 
Spring isn’t too far away.  We will probably still 
have some cold days, several gloomy days, but 

for now, the sun is shining and at least when you’re in 
the sun, it doesn’t feel too chilly.  This winter has felt 
hard, at least for me and my family.  Things we love to 
do, with friends and family, haven’t been a safe option.  
That’s made life a little rough, mentally and emotional-
ly. 
 
Right now, I’m looking forward to what Spring and 
Summer will bring.  Case counts in Cobb County have 
been trending down in recent weeks. If we continue to 
see that, once our metrics are met, we should be able to 
resume in person outdoor services at Pilgrimage.  If 
cases continue to drop as vaccinations are more wide-
spread, we will hopefully hit the metrics needed to re-
sume in person indoor services as well.   Council con-
tinues to use the following metrics to determine when in 
person activities can happen at Pilgrimage: 
 

• Outdoor events require an average case count in 
Cobb County for the prior two weeks of no more 
than 200 cases/100,000 and no more than a 10% 
positivity rate. 

• Indoor events require an average case count in 
Cobb County for the prior two weeks of no more 
than 100 cases/100,000 and no more than a 5% 
positivity rate. 
 

The search for a new Music Director/Accompanist has 
also begun.  It will be exciting to bring in new ideas and 
perspectives on how to use music to enhance our ser-
vices, both online and in person. A new survey will be 
going out to the congregation soon asking for infor-
mation on how you might like to share your time and 
talents with us.  I encourage you all to respond to that as 
you feel led.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

T 
he 2021 season of Lent has just begun, and we 
are still practicing COVID restrictions.   I will 
say, however, that I am so grateful for the wor-

ship team, the deacons, and Rev. Courtney for connect-
ing us together with the “Lent in A Bag.”   
 
I never attended an Ash Wednesday service before this 
past one held via Zoom on February 17th.  Ash Wednes-
day was not a part of my church tradition growing up.  
If I had to drive to the church for the service, I probably 
would have skipped this year, too.  But I popped onto 
my computer that evening, and used the purple napkin, 
candle, and ashes from the bag to set up my altar.  It 
was such a lovely service, and I so enjoyed learning 
about the meaning of the ashes.  I reflected on the 
smudge while looking in the mirror before I washed my 
face as Courtney suggested.  
  
It is so wonderful that we are finding ways to connect 
online, and I am so appreciative to all who are involved 
in this process.  I look forward to connecting with a 
family by writing my postcard to them that was also in 
the bag.  I am also looking forward to the Palm Sunday 
palm parade when we will pick up our palms.   
 
I have been looking at the COVID numbers that are 
sent to the church council by Stu Gillespie from the 
COVID Task Force every Wednesday, and thankfully 
the numbers are dropping!   We are hoping that the 
numbers could get low enough by spring so we can 
again meet for an outdoor service.  It will be wonderful 
to see everyone in person when this takes place.  Thank 
you all for continuing to be my church family! 

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

CONGREGATION VICE PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com  

mailto:pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – JULY 19-23 
 

M 
ark your calendars now for this summer’s 
VBS. We are hopeful that this can be an in-
person week full of activities this year. As 

soon as we know more, we will have a planning meet-
ing. We intend to go with the theme of “The Good 
Shepherd,” which was our original plan for last year. If 
you are interested in helping with this exciting week 
with our children, please contact Janet Derby at: 
 

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com.  
 
 

VBS T-SHIRTS DESIGN 
 
Pilgrimage is so fortunate to have enthusiastic children 
and youth with a wide array of talents.  It has been a 
tradition that our yearly VBS t-shirts feature designs 
and drawings by children and youth.  To continue this 
tradition, the VBS committee is inviting children and 
youth to submit designs for this year’s VBS t-shirts. It 
should represent the theme of “The Good Shepherd.” 
The VBS shirt has an image on the back with one of the 
following Scripture verses: 
 

• John 10:11 – “I am the good shepherd.” 

• Psalm 23:1 – “God is my shepherd, I shall not 
want.” 

• John 21:22 – “Jesus said, ‘Tend my sheep’.”  
 

There can also be an image on the front of the shirt 
which would be horizontal rather than vertical. Images 
should be simple designs with bold outlines, since all 
that shows on the shirt is the outline in a single color.  
 
Designs should emailed to: 
 

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com  
 

Thank you for your participation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
t’s time to throw off those winter doldrums and 
brush away the cobwebs in our brains and get ready 
for Trivia Night!  Thanks to Rochelle Lofstrand, we 

will be able to hold a virtual trivia game through Zoom.  
Rochelle will be teaching the deacons how to play trivia 
through zoom at our next deacons meeting held on Feb-
ruary 27th.   
 
Once we have the details on how to play, the deacons 
will then share that information with each of their fami-
lies.  We will also try and figure out a way to include 
our families that are not able to use Zoom, so they can 
also participate.  So, save the date:   
 

 Saturday, March 13th at 7:00 PM.   
 
I want to share a more personal note about Lent.  I 
loved being able to deliver the “Lent in a bag” to our 
church members.  Thank you, worship team for coming 
up with the idea and putting the bags together!  We may 
feel like we are still traveling through the wilderness of 
Covid, but we do not have to travel alone.  We are a 
family, sharing our Lent journey together.  Peace and 
love to you all. 
 
 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

DEACONS 
By Juliann Heilhecker & Stephen Williams  

Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
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N 
ow that we are in the season of Lent, we contin-
ue to look forward to the meaningful 10:00 a.m. 
livestream  worship services for the Pilgrimage 

UCC community. We are so grateful to the many volun-
teers who have helped us throughout this time by partic-
ipating virtually in the livestream services and more. 
We also look forward to the Sunday evening 7:00 p.m. 
Vesper services on Zoom throughout Lent that Rev. 
Courtney is leading. 
 
Thank you to Rev. Courtney Jones for her caring sup-
port of everyone and for her important messages and 
empathetic leadership during worship services and other 
virtual gatherings. Thank you to Auggie Jones for being 
the onsite director of the livestream worship services 
and for the being such a engaging person as well. 
 
Congratulations to the Confirmands from the February 7 

service!  They are:  
 

 Morgan Jones  

 Gavin Roth  

 Olivia Roth 
 
What a lovely service it was which included some re-
markable young folks who are important leaders in the 
life of Pilgrimage, and we know their families are so 
proud of them, too. 
 
We had new members joining Pilgrimage UCC during 
the February 14th service! They are:  
 

 Tom Query 

 Ron Shelby 

 Laurie Spencer  
 
A huge welcome to all of you, and we are so happy to 
have you be part of our active membership community. 
 
The Lent-in-a-Bag project was well received, and we 
are grateful for the many volunteers who put the items 
together for these bags and for the Deacons who so 
faithfully delivered the bags to members. So many folks 
have stated or written in the livestream feed and emails 

that they are very excited to have this opportunity to 
participate more in virtual worship during Lent. We are 
looking forward to sending the postcards which include 
the new Pilgrimage Logo. 
 
Thank you to the scripture readers for the month of 
March who are so committed in doing these virtual 
readings. They are Auggie Jones and John Leach on 
March 7th, and Laurie Spencer and Cathe Simonson on 
March 14th. On March 21st, the virtual scripture readers 
will be Josh Puente and Rachel Puente, in addition to 
Michelle Kozak and Matthew Gula on March 28th, 
which is Palm Sunday. 
 
Contributions of Art and Music for the livestream ser-
vices have been provided by Juliann Heilhecker, Carol 
Hill, Carla Martin, Diane Reese, Ugena Whitlock and 
Duke Yaguchi.  Many thanks to all! 
 
Don't forget, if you have music or art that would be ap-
propriate for our service preludes and reflections, 
email pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com. 
 
Many thanks continue to go out to Angela Gula, Sarah 
Holliday and Steve Owens for offsite tech support each 
and every Sunday morning and for their endless pa-
tience and dedication. 
 
The music search committee is moving forward in look-
ing for a Part Time Music Director/ Accompanist so that 
Pilgrimage can have musical collaborative offerings 
using technology and more. This new person would 
work with Rev. Courtney in supporting the services 
each week through more music planning and piano se-
lections and would help us move ahead with other musi-
cal opportunities as things progress. This Job Descrip-
tion was posted around the last week in February and 
the committee will be in communication with Council 
as the search progresses.  
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
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For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew 
in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he 
planned for us long ago. 
—Ephesians 2:10  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I 
n the very near future Stewardship will be sending 
out a Time and Talent Survey to invite Pilgrimage 
members and visitors to consider ways they might 

volunteer to serve our church and its ministries.   
 
As the Covid numbers go down and more of our mem-
bers receive the vaccine, we are looking forward to re-
turning to worship and fellowship together.  The survey 
takes into account face to face and distance opportuni-
ties for service.  When you receive the survey, please 
prayerfully consider your gifts and willingness to help 
keep our Church family working to share God’s love.   
 
While most of you will receive the survey in a digital 
version, we will send out paper copies to those of you 
who do not have access to the internet.   
 
Thank you in advance for your commitment to Pilgrim-
age UCC. 
 
Anne Mooney, Stewardship Chair 
 

 

 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

T 
he One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) special 
mission offering of the United Church of Christ 
involves you in disaster, refugee/immigration, 

and development ministries throughout the world. 
When a disaster strikes or people are displaced or made 
refugees by violence or extreme poverty, you are part of 
the immediate response and of the long-term recovery. 
 
Through OGHS you engage in holistic development 
programs including health care, education, agriculture, 
food sustainability, micro-financing, and women’s em-
powerment. Because the UCC relates in mutual partner-
ship to churches and organizations through Global Min-
istries and worldwide response & recovery networks, 
your contributions to One Great Hour of Sharing put 
you in the right place at the right time for the relief, 
accompaniment, and recovery of the most vulnerable. 
You meet immediate needs, and you address the under-
lying causes that create those needs in the first place.  
 
In times of crisis, including the recent and ongoing 
Coronavirus Pandemic, your gifts to OGHS allowed the 
United Church of Christ to be able to provide support 
and services worldwide. 
 
One Great Hour of Sharing is at work all around the 
year, all around the world - sharing resources and 
changing lives. The UCC works with domestic and in-
ternational partners, to provide support to health, educa-
tion, refugee, agricultural, and emergency relief initia-
tives.   
 
We will receive donations from now through March 21, 
2021.  Your gifts will bring the promise of a better life 
to look forward to.  Please give generously to support 
this important work. 
 
Contributions can be made the same way you make 
your PUCC pledges.  You will need to write “OGHS” 
in the memo section of your payment.  You can also 
donate directly to the UCC by clicking on the link be-
low. 
 
https://www.ucc.org/giving/donate-now/general-
donation/ 

 

STEWARDSHIP 

Anne Mooney, Chair  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

https://www.ucc.org/giving/donate-now/general-donation/
https://www.ucc.org/giving/donate-now/general-donation/
mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
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B 
eginning Sunday, February 21 at 7 p.m., and 
continuing through Palm Sunday during Lent, 
we began weekly Vespers services.  The service 

will include prayers, Scripture, a musical meditation, 
and some silence. It's not a long service, but it will be a 
sweet addition to our Lent options for those of us who 
need a little more time to slow down, reflect, and pray.  
 
You are invited to join us; and if you do, you are en-
couraged to imagine how to make space for your wor-
ship--vespers is a time for darkness, for inviting mys-
tery, for falling into prayer and meditation.  It is also 
suggested that you consider dimming the lights, lighting 
a candle, finding ways to enhance the experience for 
yourself despite the glaring blue light of a screen. 
 
The link for the service will appear every week in the 
Friday E-Tidings. 
 
 

 

 

MUST Lunch 
Tuesday, March 30, 2021 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

O 
n Tuesday, March 30, we will serve the guests 
of MUST Ministries a nutritious lunch.  We will 
need 3 - 5 volunteers to help cook and serve 

starting about 10:15 a.m.   
 
Cash donations will be needed to buy chicken and side 
items since we can't pick chicken up at church.  Dona-
tions can be sent to the church by check, or you can 
make your payment through PayPal or Zelle. 
 
If you would like to help cook and/or serve, please con-
tact Dick and Rita Mehlan at: 
 

r_mehlan@bellsouth.net 

Sandwich Club  
Support Group 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
The Sandwich Club Support Group provides relief from  
stress and resources that are available for caregivers of 
loved ones.  This group, led by Trish Greeves, will be 
held on Saturday, March 13 at 3:00 p.m.  If you would 
like additional information or would like to join this 
virtual Zoom meeting, contact Trish at: 
   

trishgreeves@me.com 

March Celebrations 
  BIRTHDAYS  

 

03/02 Mariah Durkee 

03/02 Tony Hyland 

03/04 Riley O’Neill 

03/05 Jemma Nelson 

03/07 Deb Loche 

03/07 Emma Roberts 

03/08 Michelle Brumfield 

03/08 Elliott Clark 

03/10 Jake Alexander 

03/10 Michael Gula 

03/11 Bill Dischinger 

03/11 Rita Mehlan 

03/14 Neil Clark 

03/15 Jamie Durkee 

03/16 Duke Yaguchi 

03/18 Ben Shiver 

03/19 Jen Schuck 

03/20 Kolby Holliday 

03/20 Corey Reitz 

03/21 Ryan Durkee 

03/22 Allison Prahl 

03/27 Gavin Roth 

03/28 Jennifer Wyne 
 

 

 ANNIVERSARIES  

 

03/09 Duke & Polly Yaguchi 

03/22 Jim & Jean Ward 

03/24 Sunny & Matthew Alexander 

 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne know at: 

office@pilgrimageucc.org 

mailto:r_mehlan@bellsouth.net
mailto:trishgreeves@me.com
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor      Rev. Courtney Jones 
Administrative Assistant          Lynne Buell 

The Month in Sundays 
 
March   7 Worship (Facebook Live Stream 10:00 a.m.)  
  Communion 
  Vespers (7:00 p.m.) via Zoom 
         
March 14 Worship 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  Vespers (7:00 p.m.) via Zoom 
         
March  21 Worship 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  OGHS Special Offering 
  Vespers (7:00 p.m.) via Zoom 
   
March 28 Palm Sunday 
  Worship 
  10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  Vespers (7:00 p.m.) via Zoom 
 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer: pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

Stewardship pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club via Zoom (Fran Howard) ………… .....  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) ................  Second Thurs. of the month via Zoom (7 p.m.) 
Sandwich Club Support Group via Zoom ............  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group via zoom ........................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ......................................................................  Contact: https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 
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