
 

  

   April 2020 
PILGRIM’S 

W e  s ee k  t o  g row  
i n  w or s h i p ,  

l e a rn in g  a nd   
s e r v ic e  a s  a  

f a i th fu l  p eo p le  
o f  G od ,  b r in g i n g  

h o pe ,  c om fo r t  
a n d  f r i e nd sh ip  
t o  a l l ,  w e l co m-
i n g  e ve r yo n e  i n  

C h r i s t .  
 

 

“Prot ec t  me,  O God,  
f or  in  you I  take  

r e fuge .  I  say  to  the 
Lord,  ‘You are  my 

Lord;  I  have  no good 
apar t  f r om you . ’ ”  

 

PSALM 16 :1 -2  
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D 
ear Beloved, 
  
Given the current shelter-in-place guide-

lines for Cobb County, Governor Kemp's closure of 
Georgia schools, as well as the ongoing CDC rec-
ommendations, your PUCC Council has extended 
our suspension of in-person worship, classes, and 
meetings through April.  This means that Holy 
Week and Easter will be virtual events.  The Wor-
ship Committee is working on options for ways to 
observe this in meaningful ways. 
  
Being apart is hard, especially in this time of high 
anxiety.  We long for a return to "normal," but we 
know in our hearts that whatever awaits us on the 
other side of this time will be a new normal.  In the 
meantime, we have a moral and spiritual imperative 
to value our lives and the lives of those most vul-
nerable, and so we continue to monitor the spread 
of this pandemic and alter our plans accordingly. 
  
To that end, please be sure to join the Google group 
(go to groups.google.com and search for Pilgrimage 
UCC Marietta GA).  If you have trouble joining it, 
please email me, and I'll add you manually.  This 
way, you'll have access to virtual gatherings (like 
coffee hour and weekly meditation gatherings) via 
Zoom.  Please be sure to follow our pub-
lic Pilgrimage UCC page on Facebook for 

livestream and other opportunities (an at-home 
scavenger hunt is coming!).  If you have ideas for 
ways to connect virtually, don't hesitate to be in 
touch. 
  
Lastly, please keep giving as you are able--keep 
your pledges current as you can, keep your offer-
ings coming in via PayPal or physical check.  We 
each approach giving to the church from different 
perspectives.  Some of us want to help the church 
pay its bills.  Some of us want to support the 
church's ministries.  Some of us give from a place 
of gratitude.  Some of us give as a spiritual practice, 
an act of trusting God's abundance.  Some of us 
have other reasons entirely.  There is no one right 
way to understand the practice of generous giving, 
and we are grateful for large and small gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure.  Right now, we have people 
within our congregation and our wider community 
who have been or will be impacted by the virus--
physically, economically, or both.  When we exer-
cise the spiritual practice of generosity, we strength-
en our community to do God's work in the world.   
  
We love you, we pray for you, and we are ready to 
walk with you in the days and weeks ahead.  Please 
stay home as you can, take precautions, wash your 
hands, keep yourselves safe.  And don't hesitate to 
reach out to one of us, your deacon, or your fellow 
church members for help during this trying time. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

D 
ear Pilgrimage, 
 
During this season of Lent, 

I didn't plan on giving up seeing 
you in person! The situation being 

what it is, I encourage you to find meaningful music 
that will lift you up spiritually and emotionally. 
Music helps us connect to and express our feelings 
and emotions. Find a familiar song on a streaming 
service like YouTube or Pandora and sing along. 
Look for your favorite hymns, anthems and praise 
choruses. Until we meet again, blessings for peace 
and health.   Tony 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 

Rev. Courtney Jones 

pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

 

 
WHAT’S INSIDE 

 

President’s Mssg...2 
Vice Pres. Mssg...2 
Easter Plant Orders...2 
Christian Ed...3 
VBS...3 
Worship...3 
April Celebrations...3 
Stewardship...4 
Properties...4 
Deacons...5 
Pledges...5 
Climate Change...5 

MUSIC MINSTRY    

Anthony (Tony) Bernard, PhD 

pilgrimageuccmusic@gmail.com 

https://pilgrimageucc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40e59def0fd45dd9480431032&id=911721ba13&e=65d8e022f6
https://pilgrimageucc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40e59def0fd45dd9480431032&id=db8e57da80&e=65d8e022f6
https://pilgrimageucc.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40e59def0fd45dd9480431032&id=f2e4ca52e9&e=65d8e022f6
mailto:pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@pilgrimageucc.org
mailto:pilgrimageuccmusic@gmail.com
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“The loss of a beloved connection awakens an 

interest in Heaven before unfelt.’”  
—Christian Nestell Bovee 
 
 

I 
’ve struggled with starting my newsletter article this 
month.  The current state of the world feels very 
uncertain.  Information flows so quickly that guide-

lines and recommendations change minute by minute 
instead of by hours or days.  Social distancing and flat-
tening the curve has brought an end to many of my usu-
al means of connecting with friends and loved ones.  
Church has moved to virtual services.  My work has 
declared that as many of our employees as possible will 
be working at home full time through at least April 30.  
Connecting with others now looks and feels very differ-
ent.   
 
Amidst all this uncertainty, I am trying to focus on new 
ways to maintain connections.  Virtual church is one of 
those new opportunities.  It’s been fun getting to see 
people sign on each Sunday morning, including those 
who can’t usually worship with us in person.  We’re 
trying new options for audio and video conferencing to 
help with things like Sunday School, Confirmation 
Class, Council meetings and other smaller group chats.   
 
We’re working to enhance our outreach to people with-
in the church and we need your ideas and suggestions.  
If you know of ways that we can help, please let Pastor 
Courtney or me or anyone on Council know about it.  If 
you come up with any good tips for keeping in touch 
with friends and family during social distancing, please 
share those with our community as well. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

I 
 miss seeing everyone who is a very important part 
of my life.   
 

I miss having my place where I can go and everyone (or 
almost everyone) knows my name.  I miss going to a 
place where I experience belonging, and I miss seeing 
all your smiling faces.   
 
The storm will pass and I will stay strong even though I 
feel sad.  Being strong also means reaching out for help 
when you need it.  Please feel free to reach out to your 
pastor, deacon, or council members for any help that 
you need.  Pilgrimage is still here for you.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EASTER PLANTS UPDATE 
 

O 
rder requests for Easter Lilies and Azaleas  has 
been suspended.  If you paid for a plant, please 
watch your email by April 5 for further infor-

mation.  If you did not receive an email from Lynne, 
please contact her at  
office@pilgrimageucc.org regarding how much you 
paid and the date of payment.  Thank you. 
 

We are planning to continue with our Advent poinsettia 
orders in November prior to Advent.   

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

CONGREGATION VICE PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com  

mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org
mailto:pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com
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Virtual Sunday School 
 

W 
e may be unable to meet in the church or the 
NGH, but Christian Education is continuing 
at Pilgrimage.  

 

• For the adults: Our Lenten study continues and is 
meeting on-line. If you would like to be included in 
this, please contact Victoria Owens, vhow-
ens@yahoo.com, to be put on the mailing list. 

 

• For the youth: Our confirmation class is continuing 
to have discussions via email and Zoom, with 
Wayne and their mentors.  

 

• For the children: If you are not currently receiving 
weekly Little Lamb and Sunday school activities, 
please email pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com to be 
included.  

 

VBS 
 

We are hopeful that all this will be over by summer and 
that VBS will proceed. It of course, is possible that it 
will be delayed.  
 

Registration is available on the PUCC website.  If you 
simply want to be included in any updates, email: 
 

pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 
 

VBS T-Shirts 
 

At this point, we do not know whether we will be able 
to gather for VBS in June. However, we want to be 
prepared if we are able to do so. We have a t-shirt de-
signed and I know that many of you will want to order 
one.  I have attached the shirt design in the link below 
so you can see what it looks like. The back design was 
drawn by River Simonson.  I won't order anything until 
we know when and if VBS will take place. If you 
would like to place an order, please go to this link and 
put in your information. Shirts are $12 each, $14 for 
XXL or XXXL.  
 
https://drive.google.com/open?
id=19D6ph2kZQC4cuV3qDgyRSt6QLfFQw4so1la415
NjQNQ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

T 
he Worship Committee and many others have 
been viewing our Sunday online services at 
10:00 a.m. that Rev Courtney has presented with 

Auggie’s encouraging help. An extra bonus is hearing 
the dogs (Beau and Huck) in the background being cute 
and quiet and sometimes giving signs of peace to Aug-
gie.  
 
We know that both Rev Courtney and Auggie are 
reaching out to folks including FaceTime and other 
online communication to keep us all connected during 
these very difficult times. Rev Courtney is also continu-
ing to communicate as well as texting folks to see how 
they are doing. 
 
Since this is our worship opportunity at this current 
time, it would be great to keep supporting them by 
viewing these meaningful services each Sunday. 

 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

April Celebrations 
  

 BIRTHDAYS 
  

04/06  Meghan Clements 

04/08  Stephen Williams 

04/10  Carol Reed 

04/10  Shelby Reitz 

04/14  Skyra Loche 

04/15  Gabriela Mills 

04/18  Teresa Scates 

04/19  Noah Reed 

04/19  Marc Mills 

04/27  Olivia Roth 

04/28  Steve Owens 

04/29  Karen Clark 

  

ANNIVERSARIES 
  

04/09  Cathe & Megan Simonson 

04/24  Ric & Noel Reitz 

04/30  Adrian & Rachel Puente 

mailto:vhowens@yahoo.com
mailto:vhowens@yahoo.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19D6ph2kZQC4cuV3qDgyRSt6QLfFQw4so1la415NjQNQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19D6ph2kZQC4cuV3qDgyRSt6QLfFQw4so1la415NjQNQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=19D6ph2kZQC4cuV3qDgyRSt6QLfFQw4so1la415NjQNQ
mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
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SEASONS OF STEWARDSHIP  
 
“To everything there is a season, and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven.”   Ecclesiastes 3:1 —  
 

S 
tewardship season is technically over.  We have 
completed our quest for pledges and commit-
ments and have officially approved our Mission 

Spending Plan for 2020.  But Stewardship is not just 
about spending the money you have so generously 
shared.  It is also about making sure that we are spend-
ing money to support our collective mission to share the 
loving hospitality of Jesus with everyone.  This is why 
we call our church budget a Mission Spending Plan and 
what we do with it is our harvest.  In this strange time of 
Corona Virus and quarantines and no on-site church 
worship, we are called upon to be especially creative 
and mindful of how to accomplish our mission.  
 
We are right smack in the middle of the season of Lent.  
It is an excellent time to narrow our focus and consider 
the things that bring us joy.  The social distancing we 
are living with these days, further supports our inner 
reflection  The discipline of Stewardship asks us to look 
at what we have in terms of what we love.  Are we us-
ing our gifts of money and time in ways that fulfil us 
and fulfil our purpose as a faith community?  I hope you 
will use what is left of this Lenten time of contempla-
tion to consider just that.  This may mean different 
things to each of us.  Perhaps you will discover a gift 
you want to share by volunteering for a new role in the 
church.  Perhaps you will discover it is time to step 
down and let someone else take over.  Perhaps you will 
come up with a new idea for sharing your faith.  We 
certainly are experiencing this under our current cir-
cumstances!   Whatever you discover, I hope you walk 
through this season of reflection with an open heart and 
an open mind. 
 
The Stewardship Team welcomes your ideas and your 
willingness to volunteer.  Please speak to Matthew Al-
exander or Anne Mooney if you are willing to help out 
by serving on one of our committees or if you have a 
new idea.  It takes many hands to do the work of the 

church.  In the meantime, don’t forget to mail in your 
pledges or send them via PayPal.  We still have bills to 
pay and financial commitments to maintain.  Bless you 
all for your continued love and support of our church 
family. 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PUCC Roofing Fund Campaign  

“Raise the Roof” 

 

O 
ur main building roof continues to approach the 
end of its life, but our campaign to raise the nec-
essary funds for replacement has seen some 

major gains in the last couple of weeks.  Our silent auc-
tion was successful thanks to some generous item dona-
tions and raised more than $400.  We also received a 
very generous donation from one of our long term 
church families that moved us forward from about 50% 
to nearly 90% of our fund raising target.  Currently we 
are now less than $4000 from our current cost estimate, 
greatly increasing our potential to have a new roof be-
fore next winter’s rainy season begins. 
 
I know that during this time of pandemic with its uncer-
tainty, our main focus is rightly concern for the health 
of our families and friends, and trying to deal with 
changing personal financial situations.  However, for 
those who are able and willing to contribute to complet-
ing this campaign, it will help to keep our facilities suit-
able for use once we are able to return to gathering to-
gether.  Our family has made a commitment to monthly 
giving to the roof fund until the target is reached so 
please join us if you can. 
 
Please contact Chris Shiver with any questions or sug-
gestions at: 
 
 

chrisshiverpe@bellsouth.net  
 

770-587-5054 

STEWARDSHIP     

Matthew Alexander & Anne Mooney,  

Co-Chairs  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

PROPERTIES 

By Chris Shiver 

pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

mailto:chrisshiverpe@bellsouth.net
mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
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I 
 am sure we are all struggling right now with differ-
ent aspects of our current situation.  I know some of 
you feel very disconnected without your church 

family.  Some are experiencing increasing stress over 
job and financial security.  Others are struggling with 
continued employment at home while taking care of kids 
who are out of school.  We are all worried about loved 
ones near and far.  Scary times indeed. 
 
Your deacons want you to know that you are not alone.  
We are in prayer for all of us.  We are trying to reach 
out to each of our deacon families, making sure every-
one is okay.  Please feel free to get in touch with your 
deacon, or with me, at any time.  If you find yourself in 
a secure place financially, consider giving to the Deacon 
Fund.  If you are struggling financially, get in touch with 
me to see how we can help. 
 
But maybe more importantly, as much as the deacons try 
to stay connected to each of you, we can’t do it alone.  
This is a time for us all to show God’s love to those 
around us.  Reach out to your fellow church members.  
Reach out to your neighbors.  Check in with family.  It 
is time for us all to be church to the world. May God’s 
peace be with you all. 
 
 
 
 

Keeping Your Pledges  

Current 
 
 

P 
lease make sure you continue making your weekly 
financial commitments during this time of uncer-
tainty.  It is extremely important to stay current as 

we are working within a very tight budget.  Unfortunate-
ly, the bills are still coming due and need to be 
paid.  You can mail your check to the church or  make 
your pledge using PayPal.  Please do not hesitate to con-
tact our Treasurer, Geoff Heilhecker, if you have any 
questions at: 
  

pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern 

By Hugh Lowrey 

S 
topping climate change in its tracks will require 
wise and powerful legislation, but we’re not with-
out information to help us decide how to do it.  

Two general ideas – cap-and-trade and carbon tax – 
have been tried in various places in the world and have 
been extensively studied for their effectiveness, impact 
on economies and unintended consequences.  Cap-and-
trade has failed – too complicated, which makes it easy 
to game the system - and carbon tax has become the 
universal choice for serious proposals.  (Not all are seri-
ous.  Several bills in Congress are touted to stop climate 
change but in fact have other purposes.)  Many legisla-
tors, however, seem genuinely worried that a carbon tax 
would cause extensive damage to our economy.  Their 
concern calls for persuasive studies to confirm or deny 
their fears.  
 
Accordingly, two Georgia Tech professors have run the 
carbon tax proposal from the Green New Deal (Any 
workable carbon tax plan would have sufficed.) through 
the computers of the government’s National Energy 
Modeling System, to calculate the effect that a carbon 
tax begun today would have on the overall economy, on 
the economies of assorted groups of states and on vari-
ous sectors of the U.S. economy, such as homes, trans-
portation and electric power.   
 
A tax of a moderate annual amount, they calculated, 
would create 72 million new jobs.  A higher tax would 
cause job losses for 20 years but after that would add 
jobs.  Of course many jobs would disappear and others 
appear.  The electric power sector would suffer the most 
severe losses and the transportation sector gain the most.  
Geographically, states around Chicago would profit the 
most, as would Texas and some contiguous states.  The 
central Deep South and the western Midwest would suf-
fer the most.  This study shows that if we taxed carbon 
until materials with high carbon content were priced off 
the market, it would cause upheavals, as expected, but 
unexpectedly, could help the economy.  
 
 
 
 

DEACONS 
By Julia Shiver 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com


 

  

    

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

8:30 Worship  April 5 April 12 April 19 April 26 

Liturgist      

Scripture Reader      

10:00 Worship      

Welcome      

Liturgist      

Ushers      

Greeter      

Scripture Reader      

Children’s Time      

Acolyte      

Little Lambs      

Nursery      

Counter      

Audio System      

Facebook Live      

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club (Fran Howard) ………… ........................  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Sanctuary Choir (Tony Bernard) ........  Wed. at church (7 p.m.) - August Thru May  
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) ...............  Second Thurs. of the month at church (7 p.m.) 
Pilgrimage Youth  .................................................  TBD 
Sandwich Club Support Group .............................  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group ......................................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ..................................................................  4th Sunday at the church (1-3 p.m.) 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 

 

All Church-related Activities Suspended At this Time 

mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

 

Pastor     Rev. Courtney Jones 
President     Amy Jones 
Music Director     Tony Bernard 
Administrative Assistant  Lynne Buell 
Accompanist     Position to Be Filled  

We’re on the Web! 
www. pilgrimageucc.org 

The Month in Sundays 

Pilgrimage UCC 

3755 Sandy Plains Road 

Marietta, GA 30066 

Phone: (770) 971-0007 

Fax:   (770) 565-9755 

Church Activities Suspended Until Further Notice 
 
 
 
April   5  
 
           
April 12  
  
           
April 19  
          
    
April 26  
   
  
 
   
       
 
 

 
 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Youth Director: youth@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Music Director-Tony Bernard pilgrimageuccmusic@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 


