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“Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious 
or boastful or arrogant or rude.  It does not insist 
on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it 
does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in 
the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things...And now 
faith, hope, and love abide, these three; and the 
greatest of these is love.”   1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 13 
 

 

T 
he “Love Chapter” of First Corinthians is 
one of  my favorite passages in all of 
Scripture.  It’s often quoted in overly sen-

timental ways, particularly at weddings, but part 
of why it’s so meaningful to me is that it casts a 
robust vision of holy love.  If God is Love, then 
we can replace “love” with “God.”  God is pa-
tient, God is kind, etc.  In the midst of pandemic, 
when we are impatient for a return to what was, 
we miss what is happening now.  When we insist 
on our own way, we miss the opportunity to be 
Church in new ways, to share Love with each 
other and our neighbors in new ways.  Some-
times love looks like wearing a mask.  Some-
times love looks like sending a card to someone 
we don’t usually talk to.  Sometimes love looks 
like a meal dropped off on a porch.  A bottle of 

hand sanitizer for someone who lives on the 
street.  In addition to all the questions surround-
ing our return to the sanctuary, more questions 
are arising about what it means to be Church out-
side of the sanctuary.  What it means to be God’s 
people is a question that goes back to Abraham; 
what it means to be the Church of Jesus Christ 
goes back to Pentecost.  The questions we have 
are not new, but our answers might be.  When 
our usual means of connection and service are 
stripped away, what remains?  When we can’t 
hug or shake hands, how do we show the peace 
of Christ to one another?  The answers might be 
different for each of us, but finding creative ways 
forward in the face of overwhelming obstacles 
has always been the calling of the Church. 
 
These are difficult times; there’s no way around 
that.  Change isn’t coming; change is already 
here.  The nature of life is change, and our sacred 
task is to adapt, building new spiritual muscles in 
an effort to build the Kin-dom anew in our time.  
There are opportunities in the works for spiritual 
study, including a new Sunday school curriculum 
and a series on lamentation as a spiritual practice.  
There are opportunities in the works for service, 
including new ways to connect to Family Prom-
ise and MUST Ministries.  If you want to be part 
of any of these opportunities, or if you have an 
idea for a program or just something fun to do as 
a congregation, please let me know.  We are liv-
ing Pentecost now, with the Spirit inspiring us 
and new possibilities springing up all around us.  
We are asking big, tough questions, trusting that 
Love will be at the heart of whatever answers we 
discern together. 
 
In the meantime, I pray for you constantly and 
for God’s wisdom to lead us into whatever future 
we create.  I am grateful to be serving you as 
your pastor even in such a time as this. 
 
In God’s Abiding Love, 
 
Rev. Courtney 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 
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D 
ear Pilgrimage Family, 
 
As Georgia continues to reopen after COVID 

lockdown, I’m sure you are wondering about our plans 
for Pilgrimage.  Within the last two weeks, we’ve re-
ceived some initial guidance from the Southeast Con-
ference of the UCC.  In our May Council meeting, we 
began preliminary discussions about what reopening 
might look like and when it might be possible.  Right 
now, we still have more questions than answers.  Based 
on the UCC guidance, which will be anchored on case 
counts in our area, the earliest we could potentially 
begin in person worship is August. It is quite likely that 
it could be several more months after that before we 
truly reopen for worship.  Before we get to that point, 
there are a lot of things we will have to do to work 
through what worship will look like and what changes 
are needed to do it safely.  It’s become pretty clear to us 
that it will be very different than what it looked like 
before COVID. 
 
This will not be a simple task and we feel we need a 
dedicated team to focus on this work.  It will include 
researching COVID recommendations from the CDC 
and other public health agencies, staying current on the 
guidance, evaluating the options within our facility and 
working with other UCC churches in our area to create 
reopening guidelines.  We have decided to set up a Task 
Force for this purpose.  Amy Nichols and Rita Mehlan 
from Council will be participating in this effort.  There 
will be more communications on opportunities to en-
gage with this team.  This team will present recommen-
dations to Council about the reopening process. 
 
We also want to get a sense of how all of you are feel-
ing about the potential for in person events.  To that 
end, we will be creating a survey which will be sent 
electronically.  We will also ask the Deacons to follow 
up with members who may not have access to do this 
online.  I ask that you please take the time to complete 
the survey.  This information will be used to help us 
determine where we may have unmet needs in our com-
munity as we continue virtual activities for the time 
being.   

 
For some of you, the pace at which we move forward 
may feel too slow.  To you, I ask for patience.  For oth-
ers, you may feel we’re moving too quickly.  I ask all of 
you to share your thoughts and feedback with myself, 
Rev. Courtney and other members of Council.  I can’t 
promise that we will make all changes you’re request-
ing, especially since we will likely receive conflicting 
requests, but I can promise that we will listen and en-
sure that these concerns are being considered as part of 
our overall plan. 
 
I want to thank you for the support you’ve continued to 
show our Pilgrimage Staff and Council members, in-
cluding myself.  I certainly didn’t expect to be helping 
to lead the church through a pandemic when I signed on 
as President last year.  I want you to know that I am 
doing my best to ensure that we’re communicating of-
ten enough and with enough transparency.  I do wel-
come your feedback on things that I can be doing to 
help you.  I continue to pray for all of us as we move 
through this challenging time. 
 
Yours in Christ,  
Amy Jones, President of the Congregation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“In times of stress, the best thing we can do for each 
other is to listen with our ears and our hearts and to be 
assured that our questions are just as important as our 
answers.”  Fred Rogers 
 

T 
his is certainly a stressful time for us as individu-
als, families, and the church.  I miss my church 
family terribly. I can picture seeing you all in 

church and giving each of you a big hug. Amy Jones, 
Courtney Jones, and the church council will continue to 
be in communication with each other and with each of 
you during this very difficult time.  

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

CONGREGATION VICE PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com  

mailto:pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com
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Vacation Bible School 
 

Vacation Bible School has been rescheduled for July 
13-17. We still don’t know if social distancing will be 
relaxed by then, but we are making plans for a virtual 
and/or combination virtual and in-person VBS, as we 
do not want the children to miss out. Our theme will be 
A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land.  Each day will be a 
story about what life was like in Jesus’ time and a story 
about the people he met. We will also have activities 
for the youth. The plan is to have the day begin with 
story and music time outside with each family in sepa-
rate areas. The children will then be given activities to 
do on their own. We will gather again later in the morn-
ing, again outside or virtually to share our experiences 
and have a snack “together”.  
 

We will not be opening this to the community, so 
please register by sending an email or any questions 
you may have to Janet Derby at: 

pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com    
 

Children in Worship 
 

The Christian Education committee would like to ex-
press a huge thank you to our children and youth and 
their families for their continued contribution to our 
worship services. Technical difficulties prevented the 
Children’s time from being shown during worship on 
May 17, so if you have not seen that one, you may view 
it here:  
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1A_tREekg1iETgQj
LF3EH6ZhGhINWP4_N.  
 

Thank you to Anne Mooney for this truly spirit-filled 
message.  If your child or youth is not currently on our 
email list and would like to be a part of this, please con-
tact the CE committee via email at:  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congratulations to our Graduates 

 

We are very proud of our 2020 graduates at Pilgrimage. 
The list is impressive. 
 

Our high school graduates 
 

• Joli Derby graduated from Hotchkiss High School 
in Hotchkiss, Colorado and plans to attend North-
ern Arizona University. 

• Andrew Hutchings graduated from Cartersville 
High School and hopes to attend Kennesaw State 
University. 

• Jonathan Kim graduated from Harrison High 
School. 

• Ezra Loche graduated from Kell High school and 
plans to attend Kennesaw State University. 

• Connor Christopher Lumpkin graduated from Tif-
ton County High School in Tifton, Georgia. 

• Sylvia Nelson graduated from Roswell High 
School and hopes to enter the University of Ken-
tucky this fall. 

 
Our college school graduates 

 

• Ryan Durkee graduated Magna Cum Laude From 
UGA with a BS Degree in Mechanical Engineer-
ing. He will begin work for Textron in their Un-
manned Systems Division in Hunt Valley, Mary-
land in August. 

• Sam Heilhecker graduated Cum Laude from Au-
burn University in December of 2019 with a Bach-
elors degree in Theatre. 

• Hydie Kim graduated from Kennesaw State Uni-
versity. 

• Sky Loche graduated from Emory University. She 
plans to take a gap year and then enroll in a PHD 
program for Neuropsychology. 

• Riley O’Neill is a graduate of the UA Honors Col-
lege. 

• Allison Prahl is a graduate of the University of 
Wisconsin Oshkosh in the Accelerated Bachelor's 
of Science in Nursing Program. She received a 
BSN and now works at Northside Hospital Chero-
kee. 

 
To view the graduate slide show, go to the following 
link. 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K0rbeNpZUFEHxDS9i
of8sn_T4kmv-hs6/view?usp=sharing 
 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1A_tREekg1iETgQjLF3EH6ZhGhINWP4_N
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1A_tREekg1iETgQjLF3EH6ZhGhINWP4_N
mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K0rbeNpZUFEHxDS9iof8sn_T4kmv-hs6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1K0rbeNpZUFEHxDS9iof8sn_T4kmv-hs6/view?usp=sharing
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WANTED... 
Dedicated Mission Field Workers 

 
WHO? Anyone interested and willing to share God’s 
love both within and outside of our church family. 
 
WHERE? Online, in your home, at your job, on your 
phone, in your car, at the church, in the community  
at large, BE CREATIVE! 
 
WHAT? We have OPTIONS! We have leadership op-
portunities for Stewardship, Christian Education, and 
Communications.  But we ALSO need willing hands 
and hearts to join our ministry committees as we con-
sider creative ways to reach out during this time of the 
COVID-19 Pandemic. Our mission field needs your 
ideas for doing things differently as we discover NEW 
ways to be the Church. 
 

Our Committees 
 

Christian Education:  The educational ministry of our 
church for children, youth, and adults. 
 

Communications:  Maintains social media platforms, 
the church website, and oversees church publicity and 
promotion. 
 

Deacons: Serve as liaisons between the pastor and the 
congregation while assisting with administering the 
sacraments and advising the pastor of pastoral needs. 
 

Missions: Provides opportunities to put our faith into 
action by supporting programs such as MUST Minis-
tries, Family Promise, and other local, regional, and 
global projects centered around our spiritual beliefs. 
 

Parish Life:  Plans social and fellowship events to help 
build up our faith Christian community. 
 

Properties:  Responsible for the maintenance and up-
keep for the grounds, buildings, and equipment. 
 

Stewardship:  Works with the pastor in leading mem-
bers and friends in support of the church’s activities 
through their commitment of time, talent, and financial 
resources. 
 

Worship:  Assists the pastor with worship planning and 
helps schedule readers, ushers, and greeters, as well as 
decorates the church for holidays and special events. 
 
HOW? Reach out to the Stewardship Team with your 
questions, ideas, or willingness and we will help you get 
involved. We can be reached at this email:  
 

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

H 
ello to my Pilgrimage family! I miss you all 
terribly and pray for your health and well-being. 
The Deacons have big news! After 5 years, I 

will be stepping down as Chair of Deacon Ministries. It 
has been an eventful 5 years and it has been a great hon-
or to be part of the leadership team guiding us through 
these times. But don’t panic! I will, of course, be stay-
ing on as a deacon and will continue caring for my fam-
ilies. Best of all, two familiar faces will be stepping up 
to take on this ministry. Juliann Heilhecker and Stephen 
Williams will be co-chairing, starting July 1. Juliann 
was chair before me, so I have full confidence in her 
leadership. I also welcome Stephen’s increasing com-
mitment to this ministry. Becoming a deacon was a big 
step for him, and now he is ready to take that next step. 
So please join me in welcoming Juliann and Stephen as 
co-chairs of Deacon Ministries. They will be working 
closely with Rev. Courtney to provide continuing pasto-
ral care while we navigate these troubled times. I am 
always available, if needed, and you will all be in my 
prayers.   
 

Don’t forget that we are still accepting nominations for 
Doctor of Friendship. This is how we recognize those 
who work quietly behind the scenes, getting things 
done, encouraging us all on the journey. Since I can’t 
pass out forms this year, please just email me the name 
of the person you wish to nominate and a brief descrip-
tion of how this person has touched you. The person(s) 
who receives the most nominations will be declared 
Doctor of Friendship for 2019 and will receive a framed 
certificate and a plaque in the Narthex.  
 

Email me at PilgrimageUCCDeacons@gmail.com or 
jyshiver@gmail.com. Let me know if you have any 
questions. I look forward to seeing you all when it is 
safe to do so! 

STEWARDSHIP     

Matthew Alexander & Anne Mooney,  

Co-Chairs  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

DEACONS 
By Julia Shiver 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
mailto:jyshiver@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
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PUCC Roof Fundraising Campaign 
 

“Raise the Roof” 

 
 

O 
ur main building roof continues to approach the 
end of its life, but our campaign to raise the nec-
essary funds for replacement has made signifi-

cant progress, even during this time when we are unable 
to utilize the building as we would hope.  
 
Currently we are now less than $1600 from our current 
cost estimate, greatly increasing our potential to have a 
new roof before next winter’s rainy season begins.  
 
We are actually speaking with the roofer now about po-
tential scheduling of the project this summer with pray-
ers that we will reach our funding goal by then.  
 
I know that during this time of pandemic with its uncer-
tainty, our main focus is rightly concern for the health of 
our families and friends, and trying to deal with chang-
ing personal financial situations. However, for those 
who are able and willing to contribute to completing this 
campaign, it will help to keep our facilities suitable for 
use once we are able to return to gathering together. Our 
family has made a commitment to monthly giving to the 
roof fund until the target is reached so please join us if 
you can.   
 
Please contact Chris Shiver with any questions or sug-
gestions at: 
 

chrisshiverpe@bellsouth.net 
 

770-587-5054  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 
hank you to Rev. Courtney for many wonderful 
messages in our virtual services each Sunday and 
to Auggie for his enthusiastic tech support on 

site. We enjoy the creative  ways the services take place 
from their home in addition to their very positive smiles 
and welcoming presence to all of us during this chal-
lenging time. 
 
Many thanks to the scripture readers each Sunday. It’s 
so good to see and hear familiar faces during these ser-
vices. Thank you to Emily and Trudy Stoddert for read-
ing on May 3rd, as well as Constance Blair and Dan 
Wilson on May 10th with support from Lily Appleton 
and Sarah Wilson. In addition, Dick Mehlan read the 
scriptures on May 17th with support from Rita and we 
appreciate this. We thank Monica Helms and Darlene  
Wagner for scripture readings on May 24th. 
 
The wonderful music presented by Carol Reed and Dan 
McMahill during the service on Sunday, May 3rd was 
lovely and very well received.  Thank you to Janet Der-
by and Anne Mooney in addition to many families and 
their children for the meaningful and innovative lessons 
for many of the Children’s time portions of the services. 
 
 
 

June Book Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J 
une Book Club will resume on Tuesday, June 2, at 
7:00 p.m.  If you would like to be a part of this 
Zoom meeting, please contact Fran Howard at: 

 

roberthow@aol.com 

PROPERTIES 

By Chris Shiver 

pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

mailto:chrisshiverpe@bellsouth.net
mailto:roberthow@aol.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
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CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern 

By Hugh Lowrey 

 

O 
ften, in this space, readers are urged to let their 
congresspersons know their concern over the 
climate.  This month, they will be asked to do 

the same, for a related but different purpose.  We all 
are saddened and aggravated by the antipathy between 
the political parties.  It has contributed to a climate 
change situation that looks more grim as time passes.  
We have seen, however, in their response to the covid-
19 issue, that under enough pressure, political oppo-
nents can still work with each other.  If rather than 
denouncing every move the opposite party makes, the 
parties could try through negotiation to revise things 
more to their liking, everything would change, perhaps 
including the deadlocked climate issue.  Right now, in 
the Senate, a potentially major piece of bipartisan, cli-
mate-related legislation is nearing a floor vote, with 
good prospects for passage.  House Democrat leaders 
have already rejected it because it sets no goals for 
reduced use of fossil fuel, although it does several es-
sential things. 
 
Many Democrats focus on the Green New Deal, which 
has powerful climate components unfortunately com-
plicated by politically impossible social ideas, but this 
and other Democrat and bipartisan proposals include 
the essential step of carbon pricing.  Top House Re-
publicans are pushing carbon sequestration by planting 
trees, and clean energy innovation.  Emphasis is on the 
truly critical problem of energy storage and on clean 
energy cheap enough for countries with developing 
economies.  The tree idea is impractical because, by 
the time it makes a difference, climate disaster will 
already be here. 
 
The point of the previous paragraph is the potential 
usefulness of negotiation to improve the proposals 
from both sides.  Rejecting every proposal out of hand 
leads down a road to ruin.  That way, we’ll never take 
meaningful action.  It seems appropriate to let our con-
gresspersons in both houses know that we favor a joint 
effort. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

MUST Lunch Update 
 
 

M 
UST Ministries contacted us and we will 
begin serving a limited number of people 
lunch starting June 30.  We are only allowed 

to have 4 people there and will serve only 25 
guests.  Amy Nichols is aware of this as she is chair of 
missions.  She and Katie Simmons, along with Dick 
and Rita Mehlan, have already volunteered so we now 
have the 4 people needed.  Instead of providing chick-
en, we are accepting donations by check or Pay-
Pal.  Please reference that the funds are for the MUST 
luncheon.  Thank you for your support! 
 
 

 

June Celebrations 
  

 BIRTHDAYS 
  

06/01  Greg Kask 

06/05  Trish Greeves 

06/05  Wade Jones 

06/09  Jan Nally 

06/11  Fran Howard 

06/13  Maddy Alexander 

06/18  Quinn Schnitzlein 

06/19  Lynda Bernard 

06/21  Joshua Puente 

06/28  Trudy Stoddert 

06/29  Lynne Buell 

06/29  Dan McMahill 

 

 

  

ANNIVERSARIES 
  

06/07  Bruce & Michelle Brumfield 

06/10  Geoff & Juliann Heilhecker 

06/22  Tony & Gabriela Mills 

06/22  Chris & Julia Shiver 

06/24  Carlos Hill & Richard Kalasky 

06/26  Sarah Holliday & Ugena Whitlock 



 

  

    

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

8:30 Worship  June 7 June 14 June 21 June 28 

Liturgist      

Scripture Reader      

10:00 Worship      

Welcome      

Liturgist      

Ushers      

Greeter      

Scripture Reader      

Children’s Time      

Acolyte      

Little Lambs      

Nursery      

Counter      

Audio System      

Facebook Live      

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club (Fran Howard) ………… ........................  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) ...............  Second Thurs. of the month at church (7 p.m.) 
Pilgrimage Youth  .................................................  TBD 
Sandwich Club Support Group .............................  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group ......................................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ..................................................................  4th Sunday at the church (1-3 p.m.) 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 

 

Church-related Activities Are Meeting Via Zoom. 

mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

 

Pastor     Rev. Courtney Jones 
President     Amy Jones 
Administrative Assistant  Lynne Buell 
Accompanist     Position to Be Filled  

We’re on the Web! 
www. pilgrimageucc.org 

The Month in Sundays 

Pilgrimage UCC 

3755 Sandy Plains Road 

Marietta, GA 30066 

Phone: (770) 971-0007 

Fax:   (770) 565-9755 

 
 
 
June    7  Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
 
           
June   14 Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream  
  
           
June   21  Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
          
    
June   28 Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
 
 
  
 
   
       
 
 

 
 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Youth Director: youth@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Music Director pilgrimageuccmusic@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 


