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When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought 
like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became 
an adult, I put an end to childish ways. For now we 
see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to 
face. Now I know only in part; then I will know ful-
ly, even as I have been fully known. And now faith, 
hope, and love abide, these three; and the greatest 
of these is love.—1 Corinthians 13:11-13 
 

D 
ear Beloved, 
 

Back-to-school season is upon us.  From 
the time I was a kid all the way through 

grad school, it was my favorite time of year.  New 
school supplies signaled the possibility of a fresh 
start: blank notebooks empty of scribbles but full of 
potential, empty folders waiting to hold important 
handouts and even more important notes passed 
when the teacher wasn’t looking, a pencil box full 
of the pens, markers, pencils, and highlighters ready 
to record all the life-changing information imparted 
to me by great minds (or ready to doodle in the 
margins when I got bored).  As a tween and teenag-
er, the first day of school we gathered well in ad-
vance of the first bell, just so we could stand out in 
the thick Arkansas heat to swap stories of summer 
and compare schedules with our friends.  Though 
the newness inevitably wore off, the process of get-
ting ready to begin again was always exciting, a 
clean slate for us to chart a course through the aca-
demic year. 
 

When I became a pastor, I found the same cycling 
of seasons, the same energy at the beginning of 
each program year.  It was comforting to recognize 
the predictable and familiar feeling, to know that 
when I see “Back to School” sections in stores, 
Back to Church isn’t far behind.  In New England, 
that was always in September, which was odd for a 
Southern kid who understands that the academic 
year cannot begin after football season!  Who even 
does that?!  It’s good to be back in the land of pat-
terns I recognize, though sadly, nothing is really 
recognizable this year.  That’s true in educational 
systems and true to some degree in our churches, 
too. 
 

We have been forced to sacrifice familiarity, to ex-
change it for new and sometimes uncomfortable 

ways of being Church, to add some new ways of 
engaging one another and the Divine but at a cost of 
some things we deeply cherish.  We need each oth-
er; it’s part of being human to need to see and touch 
one another, to share common experiences of being 
the gathered Body of Christ.  And as humans, we 
rely on rhythms to help us recognize the cycling of 
time and the movement of Spirit.  Right now, life is 
disrupted.  We can’t depend on the patterns and 
systems we’ve trusted to help make sense of things.  
Sometimes it feels like we can’t make sense of any-
thing, ever! 
 

But we can still depend on each other, whether we 
are physically together or not.  We can still trust 
God when we “see in a mirror, dimly,” that God is 
making ways for more to be revealed.  So I want to 
assure you that the Covid Task Force, the Council, 
and the worship chairs and I are all listening for 
God in the guidance of scientists as we move to-
ward creative options for gathering in-person as 
safely as we can.  As soon as we know more, we’ll 
keep you updated.  Data is ever-changing, as we 
know, so we are continuing to be slow and cautious 
for the sake of our health and safety, but we are 
trying to discern how to meet our needs for connec-
tion while being safe.  You’ll likely see some more 
small, outdoor, in-person opportunities in Septem-
ber, but I encourage you to continue to engage with 
virtual opportunities for being Church (as you are 
led and able). 
 

We are, or at least I am, still childlike in that we 
want rhythms we recognize, dependability and cer-
tainty in the face of chaos and not-knowing.  But 
faith is about seeing in a mirror dimly, fumbling 
toward God’s Kin-dom, and extending grace along 
the way—trusting that more will be revealed, and 
that as we know more, we can do more right by one 
another.  Thank you for your patience in this time, 
dear ones.  I miss being with you; six weeks togeth-
er was not nearly enough!  I pray for you all the 
time, for God’s protection and care and guidance 
when life gives you impossible choices.  And I pray 
that we proceed with our lives as necessary and 
with abundant caution, that we may be spared until 
this plague passes over. 
 

Be well, beloved, and be in touch anytime; I long to 
hear how you are and how I can pray with and for 
you. 
 

Love, 
Courtney 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 

Rev. Courtney Jones 

pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 
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 “A garden requires patient labor and attention. Plants 
do not grow merely to satisfy ambitions or to fulfill 
good intentions.  They thrive because someone expend-
ed effort on them.’” – Liberty Hyde Bailey 
 

O 
ne of the things I love most about our current 
home is our yard.  Previous owners spent a lot 
of time and money installing lovely plants, 

shrubs and trees throughout the yard.  When we pur-
chased the house, a lot of the shrubs and plant beds 
were overgrown and in need of care.  We worked with 
some professionals to get things back in order and since 
then, have worked to maintain it.  Maintenance basical-
ly means that every weekend I need to be out doing 
something yard related.  Sometimes it’s trimming bush-
es or pruning trees.  Other times it’s weeding plant 
beds.  There’s always something I should be taking care 
of in the yard. 
 
If I make the time to go out at least once a week and do 
the work, things stay relatively under control.  Last 
weekend, I just didn’t feel like it.  I didn’t have a reason 
to skip.  The weather was fine, we weren’t doing any-
thing else, I just didn’t want to do it.  Saturday, I went 
out to work in the yard and definitely felt the lack of 
effort as I worked through so many areas that required 
attention.  It reminded me that keeping up with things, 
even when I’m not feeling like it, spares me more work 
down the road.  In that respect, my yard serves as a 
good reminder that things only flourish when we pro-
vide them with the attention they need to do so. 
 
2020 is turning out to be quite a year.  For many of us, 
our “normal” lives are still disrupted.  We continue to 
be isolated from friends, family, co-workers, etc.  For 
others, old routines may be happening with greater reg-
ularity.  Some may be spending more time with people 
or returning to offices.  Still others never really stopped.  
Those considered essential workers have constantly 
been interacting with people, albeit in different ways 
than before.  Whatever your circumstances, it’s im-
portant to pay attention to what you need to grow and 
flourish.  It’s important to consider that those you care 
about need to do the same. 

 
The ways we interact and care for one another may look 
different now.  It’s still important for us to find ways to 
provide the attention that others need and to ensure that 
we’re giving ourselves the effort needed to thrive.  As 
we look ahead to August, I encourage you to identify 
ways you can help yourself and those you love flourish.  
If you find yourself needing help in that endeavor, I 
recommend reaching out to others in our community.  
People, just like gardens, sometimes need help to really 
grow.  Together, we can make that happen. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
There are places I'll remember 

All my life, though some have changed 
Some forever, not for better 

Some have gone, and some remain 
All these places had their moments 

  
 

T 
hese lyrics are from “In My Life” by Lennon/
McCartney.  I saw them on a poster; and when I 
went by the church today to do the counting, 

they popped into my mind.  I love visiting the church 
every week.  I used to view counting the Sunday offer-
ing as a necessary chore.  Now it has become the high-
light of my week.  Sometimes people put notes in with 
their checks.  I love seeing the notes which are very 
positive about the online worship services.  The notes 
talk about what a great job Courtney and Auggie are 
doing for us.  I leave the notes on Lynne’s desk so she 
can see them when she gets to the office. The strange 
ways a pandemic can change us!   
 
The building remains intact for us, and I know there 
will be a time in the future when all this will be a dis-
tant memory.  I am looking forward to creating future 
memories at the church; maybe outside at first, but we 
will get back to normal someday.   It is clear from these 
notes that we are the church whether or not we meet in 
person.   
 

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

CONGREGATION VICE PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com  

mailto:pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com
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Vacation Bible School:  

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
 
 

V 
acation Bible School was truly an adventure 
this year as 8 children and a few volunteers 
travelled virtually from Pilgrimage to the Holy 

Land. Each day we had  a visit from a special guest 
from the life of Jesus. We were in socially distant 
tribes, but still managed to make priestly breastplates 
and mezuzahs, dye t-shirts from purple cabbage, and 
create bowls from spiced playdough. We also thanked 
our frontline workers, made socks of love for Hope 
through Soap, and planted herbs in the garden by the 
NGH.  
 
Thanks to our volunteers: Hannah Alexander, Morgan 
Jones, Michelle Kozak, and Rita Mehlan. 
 
Thanks also to our special guests: Jamie Derby, Ken 
Derby, Rev. Courtney Jones, Isaac Martin, Anne 
Mooney, and Duke Yaguchi. We also had musical as-
sistance from Juliann Heilhecker and set assistance 
from Amy Nichols and Katie Simmons.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rally Sunday 
 

W 
hile there has been nothing traditional about 
this year, we will still have Rally Sunday on 
August 16. We will celebrate Christian edu-

cation and look ahead to opportunities that will be 
available in the coming months.  

 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
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Imagine— 
Forming New Ideas, Concepts, or Visions 

 
 

T 
he Commitment Season is approaching.  Starting 
in mid-September through mid-October we will 
be considering our personal commitments of 

time, treasure, and talents for our Pilgrimage communi-
ty. 
 
In light of the fact that we have been worshipping virtu-
ally since mid-March due to the Covid-19 pandemic, 
the Stewardship Ministry has chosen Imagine as our 
Commitment theme.  It is our hope that this will encour-
age conversations about how we can imagine, create, 
and maintain new ways of being the church while also 
keeping some of our beloved traditions.  
 
We are already experiencing church in a variety of new 
ways.  Of course there is virtual worship, but we also 
have virtual Sunday School, virtual Book Club, and 
virtual study groups like Bible Study and the Spiritual 
Seekers.  We are even connecting virtually for fellow-
ship, pastoral care, and personal connection with each 
other.  Council, ministries, and committees have done 
business virtually.  What would we do without technol-
ogy and ZOOM? 
 
We may not be seeing each other in person, but we are 
staying connected and we are continuing to do outreach 
with MUST Ministries and Family Promise.  In August 
we will be hosting voters in the upcoming election.   
 
New circumstances invite us to find new ways of ac-
complishing the work of the church. 
 
So, I invite you to Imagine how Pilgrimage can be the 
church in the months ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

W 
e continue to appreciate the dedicated efforts 
of Rev. Courtney Jones every Sunday morn-
ing for her meaningful and inspiring services 

and messages each week.  
 
Continued thanks to Auggie Jones for all of the onsite 
tech support as well as handing pen and paper to Rev. 
Courtney too! 
 
On Sunday, July 12th, we had an interesting virtual ser-
vice including the installation of Council members.  
 
Thank you to the scripture readers for each Sunday. We 
enjoyed readings from Reba Rice and Courtney Wil-
liams on July 5th. On July 12th, Steve Owens and Ugena 
Whitlock read the scriptures for us, and on July 19th the 
scriptures were read by Carol Reed and Paula Roberts.  
 
July 26th  was VBS Sunday, and we heard messages 
about scripture from the young participants.  
 
Thank you so much to the many volunteers who are 
continuously ready and willing to help us with the virtu-
al worship services. 
 
Thank you to Janet Derby, Anne Mooney, Duke Yagu-
chi and youth for the Children’s messages including all 
of the virtual interactive input by the wonderful children 
and youth of Pilgrimage!  
 
Thank you to all of the adults who have helped make 
this happen behind the scenes.   Angela Gula and Sarah 
Holliday have been supporting us with offsite tech skills 
to help viewers from the congregation and others from 
many locations. We appreciate these services and are so 
glad that the virtual worship services can be viewed at 
the convenience of members and participants on the 
Pilgrimage UCC Facebook page.  
 

STEWARDSHIP     

Anne Mooney  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
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CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern  

By Hugh Lowrey 
 

T 
he cautionary saying “Careful what you wish for  
- -” would be front and center if we actually per-
suaded Congress to pass meaningful climate miti-

gation legislation.  What would they – what should they 
– pass?   
 
There is much agreement, especially among economists, 
that a tax on carbon is the only way to go.  Since the 
vast majority of the goods that humans produce contain 
some carbon, figuring out how much carbon is present 
in every such product, and collecting the tax, would be a 
nightmare.  A more reasonable proposal is to collect the 
tax at the source of each carbon-containing raw material 
the use of which is expected to release carbon into the 
air. This mostly means fossil fuels.  For example, the 
average amount of carbon in Texas oil is 85%, so if a 
thousand tons of oil came out of Texas wells, a tax 
would be leveled on 850 tons of carbon.  
  
At least twenty-three countries presently tax carbon this 
way with the tax varying from eight cents per metric ton 
of carbon in Poland to $121 in Sweden.  It has been esti-
mated that a tax of $40 per ton of carbon, increasing by 
$5 each year and making the affected goods more and 
more pricey, would cut U.S. usage of fossil fuels in half 
in fifteen years.  
 
The question of what to do with the tax proceeds is po-
litical dynamite, with many ideas proposed, but the key 
to getting it right is, “KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE 
BALL!”  Stick with the purpose of eliminating carbon 
emissions; don’t chase other enticing proposals.  It’s 
vital that the tax be repeal-proof when political fortunes 
change.  Dividing the tax proceeds among all Ameri-
cans, to help with increasing fuel prices, would accom-
plish this.  When a government policy directly benefits 
each voter financially, repeal becomes politically impos-

sible.  Consider Social Security and Medicare. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A 
s we all know, it’s been a difficult year. As a 
church community we have had to adapt and 
make changes to keep this congregation togeth-

er. The Pilgrimage response to COVID shows how 
strong this church community is as a whole.  
 
You can help support each other by contributing to the 
Deacon Fund. The Deacon Fund specifically helps those 
in need within the Pilgrimage community.  During the 
year when there are five Sundays in a month, we ask for 
your support and donate to the Deacon Fund.  August 
has five Sundays and we will be receiving this offering 
on August 30.  If you are able, let’s continue to love and 
help each other by making a donation to the Deacon 
Fund. 
  
You can mail a check to the church or use PayPal to 
send your donations.  Please write "Deacon Fund " in 
the memo section of your payment.  Thank you for your 
on-going support! 

 

 

August Book Club 

 

 

 

 

 
 

B 
ook Club will meet via Zoom on August 4 at 
7:00 p.m. 
 
The book for discussion is "White Fragility" by 

Robin DiAngelo.  
 
If you would like to join us, Contact Fran Howard at 
roberthow@aol.com for questions.  

DEACONS 
By Juliann Heilhecker & Stephen Williams  

Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

mailto:roberthow@aol.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
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By Sarah Holliday 
 
 

A 
tlanta Pride is a week-long annual lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender (LGBT) pride festival 
held in Atlanta. This year marks the 50th Annu-

al Pride Festival. Originally a pride held in June, At-
lanta Pride has been held in October every year since 
2008, typically on a weekend closest to National Com-
ing Out Day.   
 
Pilgrimage has previously participated in the festival 
marketplace, hosting a booth and inviting people to 
check out the ONA UCC OTP (Open and Affirming 
United Church of Christ Outside The Perimeter).  
We’ve had a great time getting to know other inclusive 
religious groups and making new friends.  This year, 
things look different.   
 
From the email sent to us by Atlanta Pride Committee: 
 
“We hope that this email finds you and your loved ones 
safe and well. Thank you for your support of the Atlan-
ta Pride Festival and Parade.  Each year, more than 
350,000 people from all 50 states and more than a 
dozen countries participate in Atlanta Pride, and we 
could not curate such a fabulous and impactful event 
without your participation in our Market and Parade. 
  
As you likely know by now, we will not be able to hold 
the 2020 Pride Festival in person due to the ongoing 
pandemic. Instead, we have decided to hold a virtual 
Festival celebration in October, centered around our 
scheduled dates. We were all looking forward to com-
ing together for our 50th anniversary event, but the 
health and wellbeing of our community is always our 
top priority -- especially for the most marginalized in 
our community including queer and transgender folks, 
LGBT elders, those living with HIV, cancer or immu-
nodeficiencies who are at increased risk. This was the 
main factor in our decision. 
  
In the last few months we have engaged our community 
through a range of creative online events that have 
shown great promise. We’ve engaged tens of thousands 
of people in our virtual events and promotions since 
March – far more than we ever would have engaged in 
traditional spring events. We will continue to develop 
new online programs throughout the year to stay con-
nected, leading up to our first virtual Pride Festi-

val.  By moving the Atlanta Pride Festival online, we 
will ensure that LGBTQIA+ people can still experience 
the joy and togetherness of our 50th Annual Pride Fes-
tival and we hope to welcome new people to take part 
wherever they are.  
   
Atlanta Pride Committee, and the LGBTQ+ community 
as a whole, have always been incredibly resilient in the 
face of adversity. As I’ve said before, if we stay strong 
and support each other, we will get through this – to-
gether.  We will share more plans for our virtual cele-
bration soon. 
  
Take good care, 
 
Jamie Fergerson 
Executive Director 
Atlanta Pride Committee 
My pronouns are she/her/hers and they/them/theirs. 
What are yours?” 
 
 
Therefore, Pilgrimage will take our message of inclu-
sion and extravagant welcome online!  We’ll be reach-
ing out to you to ask for photos, testimonials, quotes, 
and other content for our online presence.   
 

 

August Celebrations 
  

 

 BIRTHDAYS 
  

08/03  Julia Shiver 

08/14  Jennifer Brumfield 

08/14  Auggie Jones 

08/15  Eden White 

08/23  Constance Blair 

08/24  Bruce Brumfield 

08/25  Jane McHenry 

08/30  Laurie Spencer 

 

 

  

ANNIVERSARIES 
  

08/14  Bill & Kathleen McNulty 

08/20  Amy & Wade Jones 

08/30  Steve & Victoria Owens 

 

 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne 

know at:  
 

office@pilgrimageucc.org 

mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor      Rev. Courtney Jones 
Administrative Assistant Lynne Buell 

The Month in Sundays 
 

 

August  2 Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  Communion Sunday 
         
August  9 Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream  
       
August 16  Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  Rally Sunday     
       
August 23 Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
 
August 30 Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream  
  Deacon Fund Offering 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer: pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

Stewardship pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club via Zoom (Fran Howard) ………… .....  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) ................  Second Thurs. of the month via Zoom (7 p.m.) 
Sandwich Club Support Group via Zoom ............  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group via zoom ........................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ......................................................................  Contact: https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 

 

Church-related Activities Are Meeting Via Zoom. 
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