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Beauty for Ashes:  
From Wilderness to Purpose,  

from Despair to Joy 
 
“The Spirit of Exalted YHWH is upon me, 
For YHWH has anointed me: 
God has sent me to bring good news to those who 
are poor; 
To heal broken hearts; 
To proclaim release to those held captive 
And liberation to those in prison; 
To announce a year of favor from YHWH, 
And the day of God’s vindication; 
To comfort all who mourn, 
To provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
To give them a wreath of flowers instead of ashes, 
The oil of gladness instead of tears, 
A cloak of praise instead of despair.” 
 

T 
his is Isaiah 61:1-3a from The Inclusive Lan-
guage Bible.  Other translations use the 
phrase “To give them beauty for ashes” in 

place of “To give them a wreath of flowers instead 
of ashes.”  Christian alt-folk artists Shane & Shane 
have a song called “Beauty for Ashes” that is a kind 
of theme song for me each Lent: “Beauty for ashes/
garment of praise for my heaviness.”  Lent is a time 
when we remember Jesus’s forty days in the wilder-
ness, facing temptation and preparing his heart to 
fulfill God’s calling on his life.  We are invited into 

this holy wandering with Jesus, to prepare ourselves 
for the glory of Easter.  Traditionally, it is a season 
of fasting, giving something up such that, through 
self-denial, we might lean more fully on God. 
 

But the more I hear from folks at Pilgrimage, the 
more it sounds like you have spent two years in the 
wilderness between settled pastors, leaning on God 
to get you through that time, facing challenges that 
might have even tested your faith.  Whatever 
wounds existed before the interim have lingered, 
and the wilderness time has presented its own chal-
lenges and has produced its own spiritual residue.  
And so, I am asking us to imagine a gentle Lent.  It 
begins with ashes, of course, reminding us that life 
is a precious and fleeting gift from God—and that 
to be human is to struggle with life’s meaning and 
purpose, with death’s shadow always in the back-
ground.  
 

As we move toward Easter, I want to invite us to do 
Lent maybe a little differently than we’ve done in 
the past.  Jesus spent his time in wilderness facing 
his humanity, his own temptations and demons, and 
on the other side, he found courage to live into his 
purpose.  I’m asking us to dig deep this Lent, to 
find the purpose God is placing on our hearts.  Have 
you discovered that you hold a position in the 
church (or in your life outside of church) that is no 
longer giving you joy?  It might even be actively 
draining your spirit.  Consider stepping back so that 
others can step up.  Or, have you been flirting with 
the idea of taking on something new, something 
that seems exciting?  Maybe try taking that on for 
these forty days and see what new creative thing 
emerges.  Y’all have worked hard, and the hard 
work isn’t over—my arrival doesn’t erase the bur-
dens you carry.  I’m asking us to be honest about 
our capacity, and I’m asking you, me, all of us to 
follow our joy (or our excitement, or inspiration, or 
curiosity—whatever the thing is that sparks God’s 
light in us).   
 

If you have questions, concerns, or just want to talk, 
I’m always glad to make time for you as we journey 
through this season (and beyond).  This is the per-
fect time to practice making space for beauty even 
among the ashes, because we know this rainy win-
ter is going to lead to a beautiful spring, and I have 
faith that the wilderness spaces you’ve been tend-
ing, with God’s help, are ready to bloom.   
 

Love, 
Rev. Courtney 

 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 

Rev. Courtney Jones 

pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 
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 “...the passenger should always put their own mask on 
before helping others who need assistance...”  
– Airline Safety Speeches 
 

A 
s I write my March newsletter submission, I’m 
preparing to take a trip with my family.  We’re 
heading out to Lawrence, KS for a college visit 

with Morgan.  Wade and I both went to KU and one of 
Morgan’s few requirements in the college admissions 
processes is that she must visit and apply to KU.  The 
visit requirement is mostly because Wade and I want an 
excuse to go back and take a walk down memory lane.  
The quote above feels relevant to me right now since I 
am trying to prioritize self-care even when life doesn’t 
really align with that all the time. 
 
For me, I’m very good at taking care of the things that I 
HAVE to do.  I get my day job work done, consistently 
meet deadlines, and keep a good handle on what’s com-
ing up.  With Girl Scouts, I manage my Service Unit 
job, my troop leader job and my parent of a Girl Scout 
job and rarely drop any major balls.  At Pilgrimage, I 
try hard to keep up with what’s needed for the Staff, 
Council members and the congregation.  The one area 
I’m not so good at managing is my own self care needs. 
 
I don’t really do New Year’s resolutions and I rarely 
add or give up something for Lent.  That said, I am try-
ing hard this year to prioritize self-care.  Small steps in 
that direction have included not reminding friends to do 
things when it’s their turn and realizing that some event 
or activity might not happen because I didn’t remind 
people.  I’m trying to say no to the things that truly are 
negotiable if they don’t bring me joy and trying to make 
time for the things that do bring me joy.  Today’s list of 
joyous things includes a massage.  Necessary tasks in-
clude a run to the Badge and Sash store for some Girl 
Scout items and getting this newsletter article written. 
The list of must do’s and like to do’s is different for 
everyone.  As a community, we really enjoy helping 
others which is great.  Just don’t forget to make sure 
you’ve put your own oxygen mask on before helping 
everyone else. 

 

 

MUST Lunch 

March 31, 2020 

 

O 
ur next MUST lunch date is Tuesday, March 31, 
when we will serve our usual wonderful Shake n 
Bake chicken lunch to the guests of MUST Minis-
tries.   

We start cooking chicken at 9:30 in the morning and usual-
ly have the first batch of chicken cooked by about 10:30.  
The second batch will have been breaded and ready to go 
into the ovens by then.  We need a total of 5 people to 
prepare and cook the chicken, who will be done helping 
with cooking by 11:00 at the latest if they want to leave. 

We need about 7 - 8 people at 11:15 a.m. to help prepare 
salads and to serve lunch to the guests.  We start serving 
guests at noon, and they can come back for seconds at 
12:30.  We are usually out if there by 12:45 or 1:00 at the 
latest. 

The signup poster will be in the Narthex very soon. 

Thanks for everyone's help with MUST lunches through-
out the year. 

Sincerely, 

Rita & Dick Mehlan 

 

 Deacons Fund Offering  

W 
e will receive the Deacons Fund Offering on 
Sunday, March 29.  This special offering will 
go towards helping folks within our church 

community who are in need of temporary financial as-
sistance.   Special envelopes will be placed throughout 
the Sanctuary on the chairs where you can place your 
donations.  If you have any questions regarding the 
Deacons Fund, see or contact Deacon chair, Julia Shiv-
er, at: 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

 

 

 

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – JUNE 8-12 
 

R 
egistration for this summer’s VBS, The Good 
Shepherd is now open. Forms are available in 
the Narthex or on our website:  

 

pilgrimageucc.org  
 

Information about sponsoring a volunteer or being a 
snack wizard will be available next month. 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LENTEN STUDY 
 

B 
eginning on March 3, Victoria Owens will be 
leading a Lenten study during the Sunday school 
hour following the 10:00 worship service. 
“Entering the Passion of Jesus” by Amy-Jill 

Levine, professor of New Testament at Vanderbilt Di-
vinity School invites us to set aside time, sacrificing 
another activity or endeavor; taking on the practice of 
study; and engaging in self-examination. This study 
corresponds well with Rev. Courtney’s theme for 
Lent, "From Wilderness to Purpose, from Despair to 
Joy."  In order to make this study meaningful, we need 
a minimum of six people attending each week. The 
Christian Education ministry is asking you to consider 
making this something that you take on as a spiritual 
practice during this vital time in the Christian year.  
 
The six chapters will be considered in six weekly ses-
sions that will allow for reviewing the historical context 
of each day of Holy Week. A video presentation, group 
discussion, and personal reflection will be part of each 
session.  

“The Passion accounts in all four Gospels speak to my 
heart. They are stories of failure and courage, despair 
and hope, political machinations and theological inspi-
ration. I want all readers of the Gospels to read the 
Passion narratives with compassion: to see how much 
more meaningful they become when we learn the histo-
ry behind the texts, and study the texts themselves to see 
what brilliant writers the Evangelists were.”   
  Dr. Amy-Jill Levine 
 
The course study guide is available in paperback or e-
book at Abingdon Press or Amazon.  
 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

March Celebrations 
  

  

BIRTHDAYS 
  

03/02  Mariah Durkee 

03/02  Tony Hyland 

03/04  Riley O’Neill 

03/05  Jemma Nelson 

03/07  Deb Loche 

03/07  Emma Roberts 

03/08  Michelle Brumfield 

03/08  Elliott Clark 

03/08  Monica Helms 

03/10  Jake Alexander 

03/10  Michael Gula 

03/11  Bill Dischinger 

03/11  Rita Mehlan 

03/14  Neil Clark 

03/15  Jamie Durkee 

03/16  Duke Yaguchi 

03/18  Ben Shiver 

03/19  Jen Schuck 

03/20  Kolby Holliday 

03/20  Corey Reitz 

03/21  Ryan Durkee 

03/22  Allison Prahl 

03/27  Gavin Roth 

03/28  Jennifer Wyne 
  

  

ANNIVERSARIES 
  

03/09  Duke & Polly Yaguchi 

03/22  Jim & Jean Ward 

03/24  Sunny & Matthew Alexander 
  

pilgrimageucc.org
mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
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R 
ev Courtney is here and we are so excited to 
have her leading us in worship and interacting 
with all of us as a congregation. She has provid-

ed a tremendous spark to the life of Pilgrimage United 
Church of Christ. The Worship team has met with 
Courtney and have shared very positive input regarding 
moving forward into Lent and Easter and more.  
 

A big thanks to Victoria Owens for her inspirational 
gifts of music she gave us by playing for the rehearsals 
and services in January and February. This has been 
tremendously helpful since our former accompanist, 
Lidia Kovaleva, has moved from the area. We are pur-
suing an active search for a new accompanist for Pil-
grimage with the help of a volunteer committee made 
up of folks from the worship team.  
 

Thanks to Lily and Juliann and Anne and Allison who 
came in on Saturday, February 15th and helped clean up 
the Sanctuary chairs and handbells and nursery toys. All 
of this work helped us get ready for the coming Holy 
season. 
 

The worship committee would like to hear your 
thoughts and ideas about worshipping and future ideas 
for Pilgrimage. Are there folks out there who would like 
to step up and help us lead as a worship team? 
 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 

T 
he One Great Hour of Sharing special mission 
offering of the United Church of Christ involves 
you in disaster, refugee/immigration, and devel-

opment ministries throughout the world. When a disas-
ter strikes or people are displaced or made refugees by 
violence or extreme poverty, you are part of the imme-
diate response and of the long-term recovery by engag-
ing in universal programs including health care, educa-
tion, agriculture, and food sustainability. The UCC re-
lates in mutual partnership to churches and organiza-
tions through Global Ministries and worldwide response 
& recovery networks. Your contributions to OGHS help 
meet immediate needs, and you address the underlying 
causes that create those needs in the first place. Thank 
you for your generous contribution.  To make an on-line 
contribution, click: 
 

https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/
one_great_hour_of_sharing 

Ready or Not 
 

R 
eady or not the season of Lent is officially un-
derway.  The Lenten Season is a time of reflec-
tion, forgiveness and renewal.  The Lenten Sea-

son asks of us to reflect on the life of Christ and his 
journey to the cross.   For me, Christ servant attitude 
towards most of those he met along the way is what 
stands out to me.  Therefore, I tend to enter the Lenten 
Season reflecting on how he went to the poor, the hun-
gry, the widowed, the sick and offered himself to them.  
He broke the rules of what he was supposed to be doing 
in order to elevate our understanding of how we are to 
be in relationship with one another.  His example of 
servanthood is an excellent model for church communi-
ty life. 
 

We encourage you during this season of Lent to reflect 
on how you can better serve the Pilgrimage community 
with your time, talents and financial gifts.  This time of 
the year is an exciting for Stewardship as we begin the 
process of preparing and dreaming.  Soon we will begin 
taking nominations for the upcoming church council 
year.  If you find yourself dreaming about Pilgrimage’s 
future and want to have an active role in making those 
dreams come true, then serving in a leadership position 
may be the perfect fit for you.  If not leadership, but you 
have been sitting in the pew ready to take the leap of 
faith to serving, hesitate no more because we have a 
number of possibilities you can take advantage of.  
Whether you like to be behind the scenes or in front of 
the crowd we have a place for you!  
 

As always, along with our time and talents, our finan-
cial gifts are crucial to our church life.  Without your 
commitments the dreams of the church cannot continue 
to thrive.  As an open and affirming church, we have the 
opportunity to spread a message of love that brings the 
very kin-dom Christ dreamed of to earth.  Therefore, 
remain steadfast with your giving.  If you haven’t com-
mitted yet, please consider doing so.  God’s work can 
only be accomplished with our commitments. 
 

So ready or not the Season of Lent is underway.  There 
is not a better time to reflect, take action and serve your 
fellow brothers and sisters.  

STEWARDSHIP     

Matthew Alexander & Anne Mooney,  

Co-Chairs  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
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I 
'm so thankful to hear words of encouragement and 
love from the congregation about our wonderful 
choir, handbells, instrumentalists and soloists! We 

are focusing on learning music for Lent and Holy Week 
that will help all of us at Pilgrimage find the path that 
God wants us to walk. We each have individual journeys 
on our individual paths, but I believe we have the same 
goal of doing God's good work here on Earth.  
 
If you feel called to make music part of that work, 
please call, text, email, or speak to me at church. Let me 
know how you want to be a part of the music ministries 
at Pilgrimage. Whether you sing, play instruments, or 
have some other musical aptitude, please let me know so 
we can find a way for you to give of your time and tal-
ents at Pilgrimage. 
 
Blessings for a peaceful month,  
 
 
Anthony (Tony) Bernard, PhD 
Music Director, Pilgrimage UCC 
PilgrimageUCCMusic@gmail.com  
 

  

 

 

March Book Club 

 

 

 

M 
arch Book Club will meet on Tuesday, March 
3 at 7:00 p.m.  The book for review is “The 
Tin Ticket” by Deborah Swiss.  Snacks and 

beverages are welcome.   
 
Contact Fran Howard at roberthow@aol.com if you 
have any questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern 

By Hugh Lowrey 

P 
salm 8 asks “When I look up at your skies, at what 
your fingers have made – the moon and the stars 
that you set firmly in place – what are human be-

ings that you think about them - - that you pay attention 
to them?”  Green Faith, a book by Fletcher Harper be-
ing studied by some Pilgrimage folks, comments this 
way: “The natural world is a primary source of awe for 
many people, and that awe serves as a gateway to spir-
itual life.”  
 
 I have no wish to diminish these inspirational wonders, 
but we in this age are positioned to add something.  We 
now know of the “Big Bang” that initiated the creation 
of the universe.  God set this in motion and established 
laws of nature that would eventually act to form the 
myriad components of today’s world and of the heavens 
in which Earth is a minute speck.  And we know that we 
don’t know the half of it and perhaps never will.  The 
sight of the heavens inspires awe.  The thought of all 
that lies behind it is mind-boggling.  What cannot God 
do? 
 
If we, with the psalmist, acknowledge that the universe, 
including the earth, belongs to God, then we are either 
residents responsible for maintenance, or else we are 
interloping freeloaders.  Experience as well as scripture 
shows the choice to be ours, because here we are, sever-
al decades after we learned better, blindly persisting in 
wrecking the habitability of our planet by changing the 
climate. 
 
There’s been progress; we do hear lots of climate talk.  
But please be careful what you support.  Proposals 
abound for action that would indeed diminish green-
house gas emissions but not to the necessary degree and 
not in the necessary time frame.  Often their true pur-
pose is the continued use of fossil fuels.   Responsible 
judgement has coalesced around carbon-tax-and-
dividend.   Let’s do our part to push Congress in that 
direction.  
 
 
 

MUSIC MINSTRY    

Anthony (Tony) Bernard, PhD 

pilgrimageuccmusic@gmail.com 

mailto:PilgrimageUCCMusic@gmail.com
mailto:roberthow@aol.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccmusic@gmail.com


 

  

    

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

8:30 Worship March 1 March 8 March 15 March 22 March 29 

Liturgist N/A TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Scripture Reader Sharon Getty Morgan Jones Amy Jones Sharon Getty Morgan Jones 

10:00 Worship      

Welcome Katie Simmons Chris Shiver Matthew  
Alexander 

Anne Mooney Sarah Holliday 

Liturgist Gabriela Mills TBD TBD TBD TBD 

Ushers Karen Cox & 
Diane Reese 

Karen Cox &  
Diane Reese 

Greg Kask & 
Susan Volentine 

Stephen Williams & 
Monty Wyne 

Sunny & Matthew 
Alexander 

Greeter Fran Howard Lois Dischinger Diane Reese Greg Kask Susan Volentine 

Scripture Reader Carol Reed Ugena Whitlock Duke Yaguchi Steve Owens Trish Greeves 

Children’s Time Duke Yaguchi Angela Gula Anne Mooney Becky Nelson Duke Yaguchi 

Acolyte Aiden Scates Matthew Gula Hannah Alexander Noah Reed Jackson Nichols 

Little Lambs Susan Volentine Amy Nichols Sunny Alexander Carol Reed Susan Volentine 

Nursery Teresa Scates Teresa Scates Teresa Scates Teresa Scates Teresa Scates 

Counter Jeff Durkee Greg Kask Bill & Kathleen 
McNulty 

Susan Volentine Sarah Holliday 

Audio System Jeff Durkee Jeff Durkee Monica Helms Ric Reitz Jeff Durkee 

Facebook Live Carol Hill Dick Mehlan Dick Mehlan Dick Mehlan Dick Mehlan 
 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club (Fran Howard) ………… ........................  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Sanctuary Choir (Tony Bernard) ........  Wed. at church (7 p.m.) - August Thru May  
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) ...............  Second Thurs. of the month at church (7 p.m.) 
Pilgrimage Youth  .................................................  TBD 
Sandwich Club Support Group .............................  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group ......................................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ..................................................................  4th Sunday at the church (1-3 p.m.) 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 

mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

 

Pastor     Rev. Courtney Jones 
President     Amy Jones 
Music Director     Tony Bernard 
Administrative Assistant  Lynne Buell 
Accompanist     Position to Be Filled  

We’re on the Web! 
www. pilgrimageucc.org 

The Month in Sundays 

Pilgrimage UCC 

3755 Sandy Plains Road 

Marietta, GA 30066 

Phone: (770) 971-0007 

Fax:   (770) 565-9755 

March 1 Worship—Lent 1 
  (8:30 & 10:00 a.m.) 
  Communion (both services) 
  Ritual of Healing (8:30 service) 
  Connection Fellowship Time (9:15 a.m.) 
  Safe Church Task Force Meeting (11:30 a.m.) 
           
March 8 Worship—Lent 2 
  (8:30 & 10:00 a.m.)   
           
March 15  Worship—Lent 3  
  (8:30 & 10:00 a.m.)  
          
   
March 22 Worship—Lent 4  
  (8:30 & 10:00 a.m.)  
  OGHS Special Offering 
   PFLAG Meeting (1:00 p.m.) 
 
March 29 Worship—Lent 5  
  (8:30 & 10:00 a.m.) 
  Deacons Fund Offering 
   
 
   

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Youth Director: youth@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Music Director-Tony Bernard pilgrimageuccmusic@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 


