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D 
ear Beloved, 
 
I can’t believe it’s already July!  This 

month, more than others, challenges our country to 
imagine what it means to be part of a collective.  
I’ve never much cared for the Fourth of July, if I’m 
being honest—it’s always hot, and I am not a fan of 
fireworks! However, this year the Fourth is inviting 
me to pause and reflect in a new way.  I come from 
a long line of military folks and public servants, and 
I’ve grown up hearing stories of brave people who 
have sacrificed in myriad ways for the cause of 
freedom both at home and abroad.  In this time of 
pandemic, when there are so many debates about 
the line between individual freedom and the com-
mon good, I have been thinking about other eras in 
our nation’s history when collective action was 
needed, like rationing resources and planting victo-
ry gardens and buying war bonds.  This moment is 
not the same, of course, but it has raised questions 
for all of us about our needs and desires as individu-
als and how to balance those with concerns for our 
country and our world.  As someone who believes 
God can be found in the in-between spaces, I am 
intrigued by what can be seen and known as we 
navigate the gray area between individuality and the 
common good.  
 

 
Acts 4:32 says, “the whole group of those who be-
lieved were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 
everything they owned was held in common.”  This 
way of being, which is how the early Church func-
tioned, seems wildly radical to us now, doesn’t it?  
We live in a time and place where rugged individu-
alism is often celebrated and vulnerability is often 
shamed.  Yet I’m reminded that Jesus asks his fol-
lowers to be “in the world but not of the world.”  
We can and should be grateful for what we have, 
and I hope such gratitude also helps us see the 
needs of others who don’t have the security we en-
joy.  Our call as disciples is to love as Jesus loved, 
to serve as Jesus served, to give as Jesus gave.  We 
celebrate the Declaration of Independence, and we 
declare our inter-dependence, understanding that 
abundant life for one of us requires abundant life 
for all of us, from the most marginalized to the most 
powerful.  As Christians, we can be grateful for the 
freedoms we have while also acknowledging that 
we can’t rest yet; such is the glorious tension of 
living in this country while following Jesus.   
 
I believe with all my heart that, at least in our little 
corner of the world, we are doing a great job of 
minding this tension between the individual and the 
collective, even in the midst of the pandemic of 
COVID and the pandemic of racist violence.  We 
are taking care of each other, checking in with each 
other, staying connected, and using this time to de-
velop our spiritual muscles.  We are learning more 
so we can do better.  We are finding ways to bal-
ance our love of independence with our value of 
interdependence.  I see it every single day, and I’m 
so proud of us.  Let’s keep going, beloved.   
 
Have a safe and happy Fourth! 
 
Love, 
 
Courtney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 

Rev. Courtney Jones 

pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 
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“You are today where your thoughts have brought you; 
you will be tomorrow where your thoughts take 
you.’” – James Allen 
 
 

2 
020 has the potential to be a year of tremendous 
change. A worldwide pandemic has impacted dai-
ly life for billions of people.  Roles that previously 

weren’t given a lot of credit, like grocery store and fast 
food workers are now considered essential services.  
Hospital workers are getting creative with options to 
keep themselves and their patients safe due to not hav-
ing enough protective gear available.  People have 
adapted their regular schedules to incorporate new ways 
of interacting with friends and loved ones in order to try 
and keep those most vulnerable safe from the pandemic.  
We’ve slowed down a lot of our previously common 
activities, spending more time at home, getting back to 
basics.  We’re also starting to explore ways to keep our 
communities safe as we start to reopen more businesses.  
Mask wearing, something done regularly in many coun-
tries around the world, is becoming more normal within 
the US. 
 
Over the last few weeks, we’ve seen a rise in protests 
about the state of racism in our country.  For some in 
our community, those stories are all too familiar and 
part of their daily lives.  For others of us, we are being 
confronted with all the reasons that our systems need to 
be reviewed and overhauled in order to ensure fairness 
and equity for all.  The protests have brought visibility 
to important issues.  Now we must push to see actual 
change come out of them.  We’ve seen rulings from the 
Supreme Court that provide protections to our 
LGBTQ+ friends and to those who are impacted by the 
DACA program.  I rejoice in those rulings while re-
minding myself not to get complacent.  There are still 
battles ahead for each of those groups. 
 
This feels like a year of potential growth, at least to me.  
There are days when I feel overwhelmed by all that I 
still have to learn.  Realizing that my education, which I 
thought was pretty good, has many holes is a sobering 

thought.  Trying to figure out where to start on learning 
more about the experiences of others and what I can do 
to be a true ally often feels overwhelming.  The quote 
above stood out to me simply because it’s a reminder 
that every day is a chance to learn something new, to 
change my perspective.  I don’t have to tackle every-
thing at once.  I can take the opportunities I currently 
have, with fewer outside activities, to identify areas 
where I want to expand knowledge and start there. 
   
Morgan and I watched ‘Just Mercy’ a week or so ago.  
She had read the book for school and thought it would 
be good for us to watch.  After seeing the movie, which 
she felt did a good job of telling some of the story, she 
said I really need to read the book.  I haven’t started it 
yet.  As I write this article, I realize it’s the next thing I 
will tackle this weekend.  If you have suggestions for 
books, movies, shows, etc. that you think would pro-
vide me with new perspectives, please feel free to share 
recommendations.  My goal is to make sure that I make 
the most of my opportunities for change in the second 
half of this year.   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

W 
e want to give Julia Shiver a big thank you 
for all the work she has done as deacon chair 
for the last 5 years.  She held the deacons and 

their families together during some tricky transitions:  
Pastor Kim leaving, having an interim pastor, and then 
having no permanent pastor.  Julia deserves a much-
needed break.  While she will stay on as deacon, Ste-
phen Williams and Juliann Heilhecker will take over as 
co-chairs.   
 
We are excited to be working together and looking for-
ward to sharing in the ministry with Rev. Courtney.  
We are entering into a new and challenging chapter at 
Pilgrimage.  While we navigate through Covid-19 and 
on-line worship services, we will find ways to stay to-
gether as a community and keep our service to God and 
to each other strong.   
 
“Therefore encourage one another and build one an-
other up, Just as you are doing.” 1 Thessalonians 5:11  
 
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant 
in prayer.”  Romans 12:12.   
 
We are here for you.   
 
 
 

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

DEACONS 
By Juliann Heilhecker & Stephen Williams  

Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com
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V 
acation Bible School has been rescheduled for 
July 20-24. Our theme will be “Pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land.” Each day will be a story about 

what life was like in Jesus’ time and a story about the 
people he met.  
 
We are working with our Covid task force and council 
on the plans which will determine if it will be virtual or 
in person VBS or a combination. Whichever way we 
go, we are looking for some volunteers to be special 
guests from the past and talk with the children. We will 
keep you socially distant and will simply video it if we 
are totally virtual. Please contact Janet Derby if you are 
interested in filling one of the following roles. 
 

• Joseph the Carpenter 

• Jesus  

• Matthew the Tax Collector 

• James the Potter 

• Peter or Andrew the Fisherman 

• Lydia the Maker of purple cloth 

• Martha the Herbalist  

• Mary the Baker  
 

 
CHILDREN IN WORSHIP 

 
The Christian Education committee would like to ex-
press a huge thank you to our children and youth and 
their families for their continued contribution to our 
worship services.  
 
 

 
ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 
Adult Sunday school continues in a study led by Victo-
ria Owens using the book authored by Trish Greeves 
entitled, "Prophetic Faith: Exploring Social Justice 
Advocacy as a Congregation."  
 
We meet at 11:30 am on Sundays via Zoom. All are 
welcome!  
 
To be placed on the Zoom invitation email, send notice 
to CE at:  
 

pilgrimageuccCE@gmail.com  
 
or to Victoria at: 
 

vhowens@yahoo.com 

 
 

 

 

 

June Book Club 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

J 
uly Book Club is scheduled for July 7, 2020, at 
7:00 p.m. via Zoom.  The book for review is 
"Southern Lady Code" by Helen Ellis.  
 

Be thinking of books you would like to recommend for 
the rest of the year, and we'll discuss during a future 
meeting. 
 
Contact Fran Howard at roberthow@aol.com for ques-
tions.  
 

 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccCE@gmail.com
mailto:vhowens@yahoo.com
mailto:roberthow@aol.com
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T 
hank you to the following who have stepped up 
to serve on the Executive Committee and Coun-
cil for the next year: 

 

 President-Amy Jones 

 Vice-President-Susan Volentine 

 Financial Secretary-Rita Mehlan 

 Treasurer-Geoff Heilhecker 

 Clerk-Carla Martin 

 Christian Education-Janet Derby 

 Communications-Angela Gula 

 Deacons-Juliann Heilhecker and Stephen Williams 

 Missions-Amy Nichols 

 Parish Life-Kate Simmons 

 Properties-Chris Shiver 

 Stewardship-Anne Mooney 

 Worship-Sarah Holliday and Diane Reese 
 
Now that our Annual Congregational Meeting is behind 
us and Council has been approved, Stewardship is be-
ginning to reach out to form a Nominating Committee 
to accomplish several things: 
 

 Assist Council members in finding new members 
for their ministry teams and matching interests, 
skills, and talents with church programs. 

 Assist Council members in defining and redesign-
ing volunteer needs in today’s virtual church world. 

 Come up with a list of future Executive Committee 
and Council members as the need arises. 

 
Stewardship also plans to create a planning team for 
outlining plans for our Annual Commitment Campaign 
taking place in September and October. 
 
Please prayerfully consider if you have an interest in 
serving Pilgrimage in either of these ways.  Today’s 
world has put us in a unique situation in which we can 
Re-Imagine how we do church. 
 
Thank you, 
 

Anne Mooney 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

T 
hanks to Rev. Courtney for many important mes-
sages during PUCC’s virtual services each Sun-
day and to Auggie for his tech support on site. 

Rev. Courtney has provided many opportunities for 
members to meet online as well as the meaningful 
breathing room times on Thursday evenings and virtual 
coffee hours on Sunday mornings after the services. 
Also, we know that Courtney is offering some small 
group opportunities for folks to meet with her at various 
times throughout the week. 

We appreciated Rochelle Lofstrand filling in as supply 
pastor on June 7th and for her meaningful message. This 
helped provide some important time of rest for Rev 
Courtney. 

Thank you to the scripture readers for each Sunday. We 
enjoyed readings from Dick Mehlan on May 31st, Pat 
Kask and Monty Wyne on June 7th. On June 14th, Noel 
and Ric Reitz read scripture and on June 21st, scriptures 
were read by Reba Rice and Courtney Williams. Scrip-
tures on Sunday, June 28th were read by Trish Greeves 
and Anne Mooney. Thank you to so many volunteers 
who are ready and willing to help us with the virtual 
worship service participation for Pilgrimage UCC. 

Thank you to Janet Derby and other volunteers and 
youth for the Children’s messages including all of the 
virtual interactive input by the wonderful children and 
youth of Pilgrimage! Thank you to all of the adults who 
have helped make this happen behind the scenes.  

Angela Gula and Sarah Holliday have been supporting 
us with offsite tech skills to help viewers from the con-

gregation and others from many locations. We appreci-
ate these services and are so glad that the virtual wor-

ship services can be viewed at the convenience of mem-
bers and participants on the Pilgrimage UCC page.  

 
 
 
 
 

STEWARDSHIP     

Anne Mooney  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

WORSHIP    

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
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CLIMATE CHANGE – A Christian Concern  

By Hugh Lowrey 
 
 

 

W 
ondrous!  We have a bill in the Senate that 
appears to be a genuine effort to pass bi-
partisan, useful, workable, honest climate 

legislation.  It’s by Braun (R IN), with  Graham (R SC) 
and two Democrats as co-sponsors.  It would influence 
farmers to prepare their soil in such a way as to make it 
absorb carbon dioxide from the air.  This approach has 
more greenhouse gas removal potential than any other 
idea that’s been floated.   
 
It works this way: around the world there are a number 
of “cap-and-trade” systems for reducing greenhouse 
gases – the EU has the biggest.  Governments assign 
greenhouse gas emission limits to factories and such, 
with stiff fines if limits are exceeded but with the provi-
sion that an emission source may purchase permission to 
exceed its limits, from another source that has some to 
sell, perhaps because it has cut its own emissions.  
 
Theoretically, farmers could bump up their incomes by 
switching to proven agricultural methods that cause the 
soil to absorb carbon dioxide, giving them negative 
emissions that could then be sold to needy indus-
try.  Unfortunately, no means exist for farmers to prove 
that they have a particular amount of negative emission, 
and to find a market for it.  The new bill would establish 
an organization within the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture to do just that.  Hopefully, with this help, farmers 
would switch, wholesale, to the prescribed farming 
methods (which have been shown to increase yield and 
prevent soil deterioration), suck carbon dioxide out of 
our air and profit from doing it.  Heretofore, you and I 
have been limited, in our support of truly desirable cli-
mate legislation, to one or more bills in the House.  Now 
we can ask our senators to support the Growing Climate 
Solutions Act. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

D 
id you know that Pilgrimage UCC is an official 
Polling Location? PUCC agreed to be one a 
couple of years ago for the next few elections. 

This is a wonderful opportunity for us to be of service to 
our community and we want it to go smoothly. 
 
Recently after the last election we evaluated what PUCC 
needs to do to properly support the community. One of 
the areas where “we” the church need to come together 
and improve upon is that we need to develop a deeper 
bench of volunteers to help make this endeavor a suc-
cess for us. 
 
The team’s main function will be to let the poll workers 
into our building and then lock up when they are done. 
This occurs over four days when they drop off the poll-
ing equipment, when polling volunteers come to set up 
in the sanctuary, open and close on voting day, and 
when they need to remove the polling equipment. What 
we have found is that the times are flexible during the 
day when they need someone to be at the church. So, we 
need people who can be available and flexible within 
their schedules to help. You can volunteer to help on 
one of the days, on multiple days, or part of a day.   
Geoff is registered with Cobb County as the contact and 
receives the calls when they are on their way to the 
church etc. We are looking for people that he can call 
and can go to the church, let the poll people in, and later 
lock up. Also, if you volunteer there will be some inter-
actions with the delivery people and poll workers such 
as telling them where the bathrooms are, where toilet 
paper is, etc. 
 
The next days the team will be needed are: 
 

• For the August election - August 5, 10, 11, and 13  

• For the November election - October 28th Novem-
ber 2, 3, 5.  

 
If you are able to do this or would like more information 
on how this works, please email Geoff at: 
 

gheilhecker@gmail.com 
 
If you need a key or training on the alarm system, Susan 
will work with you on that so email Susan at: 
 

svolentine@bellsouth.net 

 

mailto:gheilhecker@gmail.com
mailto:svolentine@bellsouth.net
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M 
UST will be providing school lunches 
throughout the summer.  
 

Email Amy Nichols at amy@letscelebrateevents.com 
or call her at 770-401-8313 if you can purchase the 
items below and drop them off at the church....or if you 
can donate money and she will do the purchasing!  
  
They are distributing lunches only once a week and 
are, therefore, requesting "meal kits" that contain five 
lunches made up of the following items: 
 
   

ENTRÉE OPTIONS  
(They are requesting five different options for the week 
so the children don't have the same meal every day.)  
 

• Individual Mac & Cheese i.e.: Kraft Easy Macaro-
ni & Cheese Cups 

• Smucker’s Uncrustables (found in the freezer sec-
tion) 

• Individual Microwaveable Cup Meal i.e.: Camp-
bell’s Soup, Beef Stew, Chef Boyardee, etc. These 
items would be around 7/7.5 oz. 

• Hot Pockets 

• Lunchables 
   

TWO SNACKS AND A DRINK 
(To go with each entree.  Each meal kit will have 5 
salty snacks, 5 sweet snacks and 5 drink options):  
 

• One Salty Snack 

• i.e. Pretzels, Goldfish, Lance Toast-Chee Crack-
ers, etc. 

• One Sweet Snack i.e.: Quaker Chewy Bars, Fruit 
Snacks, Fruit Cups  

• Drink options: a water bottle or juice box i.e.: 
Juicy Juice boxes, Capri Suns, Honest Kids, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July Celebrations 
  

 

 BIRTHDAYS 
  

07/09  Sean Brumfield 

07/10  Susan Volentine 

07/11  Angela Gula 

07/12  Darlene Wagner 

07/13  Wayne Scott 

07/15  Carson Stoddert 

07/19  Kathleen McNulty 

07/21  Lois Dischinger 

07/28  Matthew Gula 

07/29  Emily Stoddert 

 

 

  

ANNIVERSARIES 
  

 

 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne 

know at:  
 

office@pilgrimageucc.org 

  

mailto:amy@letscelebrateevents.com
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

    

WORSHIP VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE 

8:30 Worship  July 5 July 12 July 19 July 26 

Liturgist      

Scripture Reader      

10:00 Worship      

Welcome      

Liturgist      

Ushers      

Greeter      

Scripture Reader      

Children’s Time      

Acolyte      

Little Lambs      

Nursery      

Counter      

Audio System      

Facebook Live      

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club (Fran Howard) ………… ......................  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) .................  Second Thurs. of the month at church (7 p.m.) 
Pilgrimage Youth  .....................................................  Contact Christian Ed at pilgrimageuccCE@gmail.com 
Sandwich Club Support Group ..............................  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group .........................................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  .......................................................................  Contact: https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 

 

Church-related Activities Are Meeting Via Zoom. 

mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

 

Pastor     Rev. Courtney Jones 
President     Amy Jones 
Administrative Assistant  Lynne Buell 
Accompanist     Position to Be Filled  

We’re on the Web! 
www. pilgrimageucc.org 

The Month in Sundays 

Pilgrimage UCC 

3755 Sandy Plains Road 

Marietta, GA 30066 

Phone: (770) 971-0007 

Fax:   (770) 565-9755 

 
 
 
July     5  Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
 
           
July   12  Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream  
  
           
July   19  Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
          
    
July   26  Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
 
 
  
 
   
       
 
 

 
 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Youth Director: youth@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Music Director pilgrimageuccmusic@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 


