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The earth is God’s and all that is in it, 
The world, and those who live in it; 
For God has founded it on the seas, 

And established it on the rivers 
   --Psalm 24:1-2 
 

D 
ear Beloved, 
 
I cannot believe it is already Septem-

ber!  It’s a great time of year to consider stew-
ardship, I think, because it begins with Labor 
Day—a day when we are reminded that unbri-
dled clamoring for financial gain robs us of our 
humanity and stunts our ability to thrive.  The 
word steward comes from the Anglo-Saxon 
word “sty warden,” which means “keeper of 
the home” (though, admittedly, I do enjoy the 
idea of equating stewardship to the tending of a 
pig pen). 
 
Genesis tells us that God gave humankind the 
responsibility of stewarding creation.  Steward-
ship is fundamental to our lives—not just in 
church, but in every aspect of our lives.  All of 
life is stewardship; we are constantly monitor-
ing and caring for our relationships through our 
use of our resources.  We are vigilant about our 
time, our calendars, our spaces (work/home/
school/church/etc.), and, of course, our financ-

es—all in service of our relationships, and all 
undergirded by our values.   
 
For many of us, I suspect, stewarding our time/
talent/treasure has been more complicated this 
year.  Furloughs and unemployment affect our 
income, our calendars, our relationships.  Vir-
tual vs. in-person schooling options leave our 
families, teachers, and administrators with 
countless difficult-to-impossible choices about 
resources that attempt to balance physical 
health and social/financial needs.  
 
As wildfires and hurricanes (in the ocean and 
on dry land) lay communities bare, as racist 
violence continues to terrorize communities, as 
COVID continues to keep us apart, I’m re-
minded of the Psalmist’s words: “The Earth is 
God’s, and all that is in it.”  We are stewards of 
our resources as individuals, as a congregation, 
and as part of the global community.  But we 
are stewarding all these things for God, Whose 
name is Love, Who breathed creation into ex-
istence and gives us the freedom to choose 
how to organize our lives in response to that 
Love. 
 
As we discern the most effective ways to offer 
our time, talent, and treasure in this chaotic 
time, my hope is that we will prayerfully con-
sider how to put our resources to use for the 
building of Beloved Community to the glory of 
God.  If you have questions or concerns about 
how to engage your particular gifts, or how our 
congregation might be good stewards in our 
community, please don’t hesitate to reach out. 
 
Love, 
 
Courtney 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATION PRESIDENT  

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

PASTOR 
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“The problem is that technology has become an extra 
limb for some of us.  It’s important to utilize this tech-
nology, but at the same time it’s important to know 
when to take a break from it.’” – Alex Broches 
 
 

M 
y job has always allowed me to work remote-
ly one day each week.  I’m now 5 months into 
full time work from home.  When this all 

started, I wasn’t sure how I would feel about it.  I miss 
seeing co-workers and being able to drop by for ques-
tions, brainstorming and catching up.  Other than that, I 
don’t really miss the office.  I’m fortunate that I have 
dedicated space in my house where I can work, which 
makes it a little easier to keep some boundaries.  That 
said, it’s also pretty common for me to get caught up in 
finishing just one more thing instead of turning off the 
computer and shutting down for the day or getting 
caught up going through emails first thing in the morn-
ing and forgetting to go eat breakfast.  Given that my 
office location isn’t changing any time soon, I continue 
to work on ways to find balance between work and 
home. 
 
My whole family now spends a lot of their work and 
school days on Zoom calls.  Our household appreciates 
that technology is enabling school to continue in a vir-
tual setting until it’s safer to return to in person school.  
At the same time, Wade and Morgan are finding their 
own challenges in making connections with students, 
peers and teachers.  We also use video to connect with 
family and friends that we can’t see right now.  From a 
church perspective, we’re doing virtual church on Face-
book every Sunday.  We conduct our Council and Com-
mittee meetings over Zoom.  People are having remote 
dinners or book clubs and finding ways to keep connec-
tions going.     
 
Finding a balance in ways to approach life and connec-
tions in 2020 is a struggle for me.  I accept that the rules 
of engagement have changed, at least for the time be-

ing.  We’ve managed a couple of visits with friends 
recently that took place on our deck, outside.  It’s nice 
to have some face to face time and yet, it’s definitely 
not the same as it was before.  I enjoyed a recent drive 
by birthday event.  Getting to see some people from 
church felt really good.  It also felt strange not to be 
able to get out of the car, hug them, etc.  My focus these 
days is to embrace the ways I can use technology to 
enhance my life, accept how much I need to use it on a 
daily basis and revel in the times when I can set it aside 
and safely engage with others.     
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The very least you can do in your life is to figure out 
what you hope for.  The most you can do is live inside 
that hope, running down its hallways, touching the 
walls on both sides.   — Barbara Kingsolver 
 
 

I 
 know what I hope for is a return to normal.  I want 
to find joy inside this hope.  It is often hard to feel 
joy and it is sometimes hard to hold onto the 

hope.  But I can picture myself running down the hall-
way of hope.  The hope is contained by the walls on 
both sides but the hallway leads to the future.  I do not 
picture an end to the hallway of hope but picture it go-
ing on and on until I find what I am hoping and waiting 
for.  I am so glad we can be together in a virtual world 
and a world of newsletters, emails, devotions, and E-
tidings. I will be happy when instead of touching the 
walls of hope I can give each of you a hug! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESIDENT 

Amy Jones 

pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

CONGREGATION VICE PRESIDENT  

By Susan Volentine 

pilgrimageuccvicepresident@gmail.com  
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Christian Education Opportunities 
 

A 
utumn is a great time to take advantage of new 
opportunities in Christian education.  
 

 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Adult Sunday school continues to meet as they explore 
social justice advocacy using the book Prophetic Faith 
by Trish Greeves. The current study will continue until 
October. To join in, email the CE committee at 
pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com to be added to the mailing 
list. Their next topic will be Jesus Before Christianity 
by Albert Nolan. His portrait introduces readers to Je-
sus as he was before he became enshrined in doctrine, 
dogma, and ritual, a man deeply involved with the real 
problems of his time, which are the real problems of 
our time as well. 
 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
Adult Bible Study, led by Steve Owens, meets virtually 
using a devotional called Surviving the Bible by Chris-
tian Piatt, with lectionary readings as a guide. They 
have taken a short break while school begins but will 
start up again soon. The group meets virtually on 
Thursday afternoon/evening. Contact Steve Owens for 
more information. (showens@yahoo.com) 
 

SPIRITUAL SEEKERS 
Seekers is a spiritual growth study group that has been 
meeting regularly since 2015. We gather at 7 PM on the 
fourth Tuesday of the month, normally at church; lately, 
of course, via Zoom. We have explored a number of 
topics and authors, most recently environmental stew-
ardship, based on the book Green Faith by Fletcher 
Harper. We will be sharing some of our insights about 
this during the September 27 worship service.   
 

Members of the group have valued our committed par-
ticipation and taking some risks in the honesty with 
which we talk about our viewpoints and experiences. 
We will be addressing the topic of racial justice begin-
ning in October.  
 

If you think you might be interested in joining this 
group, call Trish Greeves (470-268-5561) or Janet Der-
by (678-763-1341 or pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com) to 
learn more. 
 

Stewardship 
 

Ephesians 3:20-21-Now to him who by the power at 
work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far 
more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in 
the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forev-
er and ever.  Amen 
 

Re-imagine the Church   -   Imagine Peace on Earth 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

T 
hese are strange times.  Covid-19 has changed 
how we live and interact with a speed and thor-
oughness that has taken us all by surprise.  Yet 

many have demonstrated resilience and creativity, find-
ing alternative ways to connect.  Even though our wor-
ship services are virtual, we have found ways to interact 
and reach out to each other while we worship.  Sunday 
School, Bible Study, Council Meetings, Book Club, and 
Study Groups have continued to me using ZOOM tech-
nology.  Drive by parades have replaced parties.  We 
have found ways to celebrate with each other, in spite 
of social distancing and a pandemic.   
 

However, not everyone is so fortunate.  Communities 
experiencing poverty lack technology and resources.  
The pandemic has made our world more aware of the 
disparities that exist for marginalized groups.  People 
affected by poverty and prejudice are frustrated and 
have begun speaking out.  Distrust, fear, and anger are 
common emotions for people on all sides of the many 
issues facing us today.  Our country and our world are 
both cracking, shifting, and transforming.   
 

Commitment season begins this month at Pilgrimage 
United Church of Christ.  Our theme Re-Imagine the 
Church – Imagine Peace on Earth invites you to re-
imagine how we can come together to be the church 
during these unsettling times.  What new ways can we 
discover for uniting together as a church family, while 
also be of service to the world?  How are we called to 
be witnesses to the radical open-hearted faith and love 
that Jesus calls us to offer?   
 

Ephesians 3:20-21 reminds us that God inspires and 
empowers our creative energy to do things we may nev-
er have imagined ourselves doing.  I encourage you to 
pray for our church during this Commitment Season.  
Pray that our imaginations are sparked to discern and 
discover ways to connect, thrive, and bear witness to 
God’s love.  Pray that our actions and service help 
bring about God’s Kin-dom and Peace on Earth.   
  

Anne Mooney, Chair  

pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 
 

CHRISTIAN ED  

By Janet Derby  

pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:showens@yahoo.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com?subject=Help%20Wanted
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Worship 
 

T 
he Worship Committee would like to thank Rev. 
Courtney Jones for her continued strength and 
dedication pulling together the congregation of 

Pilgrimage and for creating ways to communicate with 
many of us virtually during this Pandemic. Her Sunday 
morning livestream messages continue to be so mean-
ingful and moving and help make connections to all of 
us as well. We also appreciate the onsite tech support of 
Auggie Jones. 
 

Thank you so much to Janet Derby for the wonderful 
videos of the VBS celebration which were a huge part 
of the VBS virtual worship service on Sunday, July 26th. 
Also, many thanks to Janet for the wonderful videos and 
presentation shared for Rally Sunday on Sunday, Au-
gust 16th. Janet and her team continue to have very en-
joyable Children’s times for every virtual service. 
 

Welcome to our new members who officially became 
part of the congregation on Sunday, August 2nd. They 
are Syd Bowcott, Auggie Jones and Rev. Courtney 
Jones. Special thanks for Trish Greeves who led the 
Recognition of New Members. Many thanks to Karen 
Cox and Julia Shiver who are the deacons for these new 
members and who supported them during the recording 
of this special service. In addition, Amy Jones was so 
helpful in leading the congregation in responses during 
this new membership time in a virtual setting. 
 

We are so glad to have the Pastor Parish Relations 
Committee (PPRC) as an official group supporting Rev. 
Courtney and the congregation at PUCC. We appreciate 
these wonderful folks who are members of the PPRC. 
They are Dick Mehlan, Steve Owens, Clay Roth, Katie 
Simmons and Joyanna Wyne. Thank you to Rev. Court-
ney for creating the litany to welcome these very giving 
folks during the Sunday, August 9th virtual service. 
 

Thank you to the scripture readers for each Sunday. We 
enjoyed listening to readings on August 2nd by Joyanna 
Wyne and Rochelle Lofstrand; and on August 9th scrip-
ture readings by Julia Shiver and Chris Shiver. On Au-
gust 16th, Dick Mehlan and Duke Yaguchi read the 
scriptures virtually. On August 23rd, the scripture read-
ers were Darlene Wagner and Monica Helms as we rec-
ognize Trans Flag Day on August 19th.  And Noel Reitz 
and Ric Reitz read the scripture lessons on Sunday, Au-
gust 30th. All of these folks do such a nice job by pre-
paring their videos for our livestream PUCC services. 
Many thanks continue to Angela Gula and Sarah Hol-
liday who do so much with offsite tech support during 
our virtual services for Pilgrimage UCC during this 
time. 
 

We are grateful for all the folks who continue to support 
PUCC virtually during this time and who help partici-
pate in the many opportunities which are available to us 
online as a congregation. 
 

Diane Reese & Sarah Holliday Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

COVID 19 Task Force 
 

T 
he COVID-19 Task Force began meeting in 
June. The group consists of Rev. Courtney Jones, 
Amy Nichols (experienced in planning gathers), 

Jen Schuck (COO at Emory Hospital Decatur), Darlene 
Wagner (works for the CDC), Gabriella Mills (works 
with safety within organizations), Duke Yaguchi (out of 
the box thinker), Stu Gillespie (great with statistics) and 
Rita Mehlan (nurse).  The group meets every two weeks 
to discuss specific requests from Council including 
when it is safe to reopen the church and what groups 
can safely gather there.  We also review the COVID 19 
statistics for our area gathered from various sources 
including Emory, the CDC, as well as the Georgia Pub-
lic Health Dept.  We work on recommendations to 
Council for when and how to safely resume in person 
activities.  We will be including an update in the news-
letter each month.  Earlier this year, the Council sent out 
a survey to get a better understanding of how comforta-
ble the congregation was with certain activities face to 
face.  Since our situation in Georgia has changed quite a 
bit since then, we are working on a new survey which 
will be sent out within the next two weeks.  Please take 
the time to fill that out.  If you have any questions, you 
can reach us through your deacon or by contacting  
office@pilgrimageucc.org with “COVID Task Force” 
in the subject line. 
 
The COVID-19 Task Force met August 12, 2020, and 
we discussed insurance information, COVID-19 statis-
tics for Cobb County including the number of cases, 
deaths, and those hospitalized.  Stu Gillespie is looking 
for positivity rates in Cobb County.  Rev. Courtney sug-
gested that though rates reflect the risk is low, the stakes 
are high, and we still don’t know the long-term effects 
of this disease.  As the numbers begin to look better, we 
will discuss the possibility of reopening the church. 
 
The Task Force members have discussed a variety of 
possible activities with varying degrees of risk.  Based 
on the current state of COVID-19 cases in our area, we 
are recommending that we wait to resume any in person 
activities. We will continue to review options and will 
work with Council to use the results of the recent survey 
to meet the needs of the Congregation.  
  
We do appreciate any input from the congrega-
tion.   Again, we can be reached through your deacon 
or office@pilgrimageucc.org with “COVID Task 
Force” in the subject line 
 
Respectfully,  
 
Rita Mehlan 

mailto:pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com?subject=B
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org
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W 
ith the anticipation of the Autumnal Equinox, 
comes the beautiful fall colors, crisp cool eve-
nings, the cleansing fall rains.  It reminds me 

of Psalm 84:6— 
 
When they walk through the Valley of Weeping, it will 
become a place of refreshing springs. The autumn rains 
will clothe it with blessings. 
 
If we hold on to the hope that only God can bring, we 
can get through this.  Through all of history’s harsh 
events, there was hope. God always provided an answer 
and ultimately salvation.   Surely, we can get through 
this.  How do we do it?  First, it starts with the little 
things through visits, phone calls, meals. We hold each 
other in prayer, get involved with our faith community.  
We need to stay connected and not fall into despair.  If 
you ever feel that you cannot get through another day, or 
if you just feel overwhelmed by all the turmoil, contact a 
family member, a friend, your deacon.  Your deacons 
are here for you.  
 

 

 

September  

Book Club 
 

 
 

O 
ur September meeting date is Tuesday, Septem-
ber 1st at 6:30 p.m.   The earlier time will give 
us more daylight because we will meet in Nancy 

Donahue's front yard!  We will stay at a 6 foot distance 
and wear a mask to stay safe.  This is a bring your own 
chair and bring your own drink meeting.  The book for 
discussion is THE BOOK WOMAN OF TROUBLE-
SOME CREEK by Kim Michele Richardson. Choose 
your favorite part of this book to share with the group. 
Please wear something Blue in memory of the Blue peo-
ple of KY.   If you would like to join us, contact Fran 
Howard at 770-425-4567 or  roberthow@aol.com for 
questions.  

 
 
 
 

ONA 
(Open and Affirming) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 
oming out is when a person decides to reveal an 
important part of who they are with someone in 
their life. For many LGBTQIA+ people, this in-

volves sharing their sexual orientation and/or gender 
identity.  The language comes from the historical artifact 
of debutantes’ coming-out parties.  We also talk about 
coming out of the closet, a variant of the idea of skele-
tons in the closet.  The closet becomes a metaphor for 
majority society; this may be why BIPOC LGBTQIA+ 
people choose the language around “staying on the 
down-low” instead of the closet metaphor. 
 
Coming out has always been a risky activity for the per-
son choosing to come out. If someone chooses to come 
out to you, know that they have placed an immense 
amount of trust in you.  They trust you to still love 
them.  They trust you not to share their truth or tell their 
story without them.  They trust you to keep them safe. 
 
 “Most people think they don't know anyone gay or les-
bian, and in fact, everybody does. It is imperative that 
we come out and let people know who we are and disa-
buse them of their fears and stereotypes.” 

 – Activist Robert Eichberg, in 1993 
 
"Coming out is one of the most courageous acts any 
LGBTQ person makes, and on this National Coming Out 
Day, that courage remains essential to our continued 
progress toward full equality. As LGBTQ people across 
the nation and around the world continue to come out, 
opposition to equality will continue to crumble. Sharing 
our stories is a key way each of us can fight back 
against attempts to turn back the clock on LGBTQ 
equality."  

- HRC President Chad Griffin, in 2018 
 
 
If you need some help deciding to come out, here’s a 
useful resource from the Trevor Project: 
 
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/10/Coming-Out-Handbook.pdf 

 

DEACONS 
By Juliann Heilhecker & Stephen Williams  

Co-chairs 

pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

mailto:roberthow@aol.com
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Coming-Out-Handbook.pdf
https://www.thetrevorproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Coming-Out-Handbook.pdf
mailto:pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com
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I 
magine is the perfect theme for our annual commit-
ment month!  At Pilgrimage, during this time of 
social distancing amid a public health crisis, we 

have imagined new ways to stay connected and main-
tain our church community.  As the Stewardship Com-
mittee pointed out, we have embraced virtual services 
by participating in Zoom coffee hour, Sunday School, 
and committee meetings; as well as many Zoom gather-
ings from  the weekly breathing room to our congrega-
tional talent show where we have been encouraged to 
make a “Joyful Noise”.   
 
As part of our outreach mission, we have continued to 
work with MUST Ministries and Family Promise, but 
can we imagine new ways to make a difference in our 
world as people of faith during this unprecedented 
time?  Some of us feel isolated and concerned about the 
problems we see in the world around us but think that 
our one voice, our one act or our one donation may not 
make a difference. It is hard not to feel defeated, but 
there is hope because we can imagine new ways where 
we can work together virtually to bring justice to our 
world.  
    
In keeping with the prophetic call to “do justice and to 
love kindness and to walk humbly with our God”, the 
Missions Committee will begin a “Faith in Action” 
column, written by Karen Cox, in the E-Tidings weekly 
newsletter where you will find opportunities to respond 
to social justice issues, links to learn more about vari-
ous topics, ways to volunteer virtually and opportuni-
ties to give to nonprofit groups in need during this time 
of social distancing.  By working together, we can not 
only imagine a more just, fair, and equitable world but 
create one as well! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Breads for World 

Communion  

Sunday 

 

 

 
 

 

W 
orld Communion Sunday is October 4.  We 
will do something different this year since 
worship will continue live-stream in Octo-

ber.  Helene O'Neill is putting together a book that will 
be available for you to share your favorite bread recipes 
with our church community.  We ask that you select a 
bread to make for that Sunday--something different--to 
enjoy during Communion. 
 
Please submit recipes to Helene by 5 PM on September 
8. You can email a recipe to her at hfc120@gmail.com 
with "World Communion Recipe" in the subject line.   
 
 

MISSIONS 

By Amy Nichols, Chair 

pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

September Celebrations 
  

 BIRTHDAYS  

09/02  Riley Maulden 

09/05  Colleen Ganzer 

09/06  Morgan Jones 

09/08  Ric Reitz 

09/09  Kimberly Ortiz 

09/12  Noah Ortiz 

09/14  Dawn Martin 

09/15  Janet Derby 

09/16  Tony Mills 

09/16  Victoria Owens 

09/17  Ugena Whitlock 

09/18  Robert Howard 

09/18  Isaac Martin 

09/22  Gary Dorsey 

09/23  Courtney Jones 

09/23  Jessica Ward 

09/24  Samantha Heilhecker 
 

 ANNIVERSARIES  

09/04  Jaime & Jason Fulsang 

09/11  Paula & Andy Roberts 

09/18  Trudy & Donald Stoddert 

09/19  Angela Gula & Michelle Kozak 

 

If we missed someone, please let Lynne know 

at: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

mailto:hfc120@gmail.com
mailto:pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com
mailto:office@pilgrimageucc.org


 

  

 

STAFF 
 

Pastor      Rev. Courtney Jones 
Administrative Assistant Lynne Buell 

The Month in Sundays 
 

 

September   6 Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  Communion Sunday 
         
September 13 Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
  Stewardship Campaign Kickoff  
       
September 20  Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
         
September 27 Worship 10:00 a.m.  Facebook Live Stream 
 
 
 

Pilgrimage UCC’s Emails  

Pilgrimage UCC Website: www.pilgrimageucc.org 

Pastor-Rev. Courtney Jones pastor@pilgrimageucc.org 

Office-Lynne Buell: office@pilgrimageucc.org 

Whole Council: pilgrimageucccouncil@gmail.com 

Council President: pilgrimageuccpresident@gmail.com 

Treasurer: pilgrimageucctreasurer@gmail.com 

Council Fin. Secretary: pilgrimageuccfinsec@gmail.com 

Deacons: pilgrimageuccdeacons@gmail.com 

Worship: pilgrimageuccworship@gmail.com 

Christian Education: pilgrimageuccce@gmail.com 

VBS-Janet Derby: pilgrimageuccvbs@gmail.com 

Communications:pilgrimageucccommunications@gmail.com 

Missions pilgrimageuccmissions@gmail.com 

Properties pilgrimageuccproperties@gmail.com 

Stewardship pilgrimageuccstewardship@gmail.com 

Parish Life: pilgrimageuccparishlife@gmail.com 

Meeting Schedule for Committees & Small Groups 

Book Club via Zoom (Fran Howard) ………… .....  1st Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m. 
Pilgrimage Council (Amy Jones, Pres.) ................  Second Thurs. of the month via Zoom (7 p.m.) 
Sandwich Club Support Group via Zoom ............  Quarterly Meetings 
Spiritual Seekers’ Group via zoom ........................  4th Tuesday of the month—7:00 p.m.  
PFLAG  ......................................................................  Contact: https://pflag.org/chapter/pflag-marietta 
 
This listing includes the group name, followed by the coordinator or director in parenthesis then the meeting days, locations and times. If your group 

should be added to this list, please e-mail office@pilgrimageucc.org. 

 

Church-related Activities Are Meeting Via Zoom. 
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